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lemoon going |

i the South of Franee at Nice. Bat wh
F ner seriusly thouglt of having horse

One night i he Spring of 192
in Loudon and my nieighbour was a
danghters-in-law, ko sous the
talked raciug all through dinner and.
joned ey comd o talk.
acing stoble and to get in tonclh waith

trainer, nﬂl he Fi

On 1y visit to Paris, I cngaged the ¢
Dk, the American, and boughe

help and assistance. The very next

of two-year-olds: in 3923 I was,

1924 I was the leading oumer, bo

which has never been:

and which, 1 belicve, has

canic 4o a beginaer.. The




horse-breading, Bloodtocks
szale, and farming in
mdmabmhl:l?m:hghmmmur

e saime thig Ent theu found ot dlat the Bowbay
od askance on racine and lorse-breeding and T

true story of lhow I went into racing, horse and catele
 and got mied up with theur till now.
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connecting the Aga Khan 5
dhrough what Fr:ya Saark so0

all attenrion to more bloody fm
majority of our oldest families.
family is much older than the Bourbons, |
claim to have made 2 harder Eghth_ L
fought by the forcbears of the Aga K
temporal and spirimal power they o

Aga Khan, the third to hold m&dﬁ hs
power, although his spiritual dominance over
Moslems is greacer than the Pope of
Catholics. If, however, the Imam of d
been shom entirely of temporal power,
beyond belief. It has been claimed by

among his followess that the annual i
Aga Khan is not very much below



“Aga Khan's clam to ancient lincsge i based on the fct
¢hat Mobammed: had one surviving daughtcr, named Fatirna,
who married hee fither's cousin, Ali, and thus began a someswhat
complicated. relationship. Her fither was her uncle by

marriage. 2 r

Mohammed, founder of the Moslem Faith, claimed to be
‘Allahs rophet. When Mohammed died he had made no pro-
ision segarding his eventual successor. In principle, a Moslem
Salan, Ring or High Pricst, pascs on the suceesion to his oldest
som, bue in usual practice he chooses his successor from among
hisSons or nepherws, This point may well be of paramount ins-
porsance when in the follness of time the quastion of the
succession by the fourth Aga Khan—and of the fabulous fortunc
—comes forward.

Even before Mohammed was buried the squabble for
suceession to the Caliphate was raging. Ali Ibn Abu Talib,
Fatima's husband, claimed it. But subscqucnt developments tend
to show that Ali was of a somewhat retiring nature and would
o have urged the claim had it not been for the promprings of
the more dominecring Fatima. Those who supported Ali re
that Mohammed had always shown his pr nce for him
Tad referred to him publicly as *Aaron’ and compared him to n.L
Moon and himself 1o the Sun. Nevertheless, Ali's claim was
jpassed over; the Caliphate was awarded 1o one, Abu Bakr, to
whom Ali gave allegiance.

Fatima, howcver, would not accept her husband’s peaccful
acknowledgment of his successful rival. She began by staking a
chaim to some Crown Lands, a cliim the Caliph Abu rejocted.
Fatima then began to rally supportcrs and formed a rival cam
Jarge enough to give batele to the Caliph at Wadi-us-Sabba. The
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o be hereditary, whausumun
clective office. Ali and Fatima had t

In thosc days, che middle of the
of the Ca nhate being both teraporal
of the Cliph was entormous and his

Unrest became general, unni AD. 555.

st long last Ali became Caliph, and

realised. But more trouble was at hand.
Ma'awiah, Governor of Syria, decided |

to the Caliphate, Among Ali's followers |

contempt because it was alleged he had caus

Hamz, one of Mohammed's uncles, |

muuhtcd There was another civil war,

position.
Ali offered to meet Ma'awiah in si
issue. Finally, however, it was.
arbitration. E



a hermit saint who listened to his mother's entreatics;

 to become the Imam of the Shizhs, as the followers of
mmhwm He did not care much for the post and after 2
while he agreed to part with it to Ma'awiah, in retum for an
annuity. Hasan then went to live in Medina.

A short time later Ma'awiah came to the conclusion that if he
had Hasan murdered it would save him a great deal of mon
And so it came to pass. Ma'awiah plotted with one of Hasan
wives to poison her husband

In the contract Hasan had made with Ma’awiah there was 2
clause to the effect that when Maawish died, the Caliphate
should pass o Hussin, Hasan's younger brother, but now
Ma'awiah regretied s agreement. When he dicd in

AD. 680, it was found that he had nominated bis son Yezd as
his successor.
Hussin claimed the Caliphate, and the Moslems of Irag
‘promised theit support if Husain would raisc an army and defeat
wo uf his sons

Yezd. Hisain ageced. With his wif, siscr —,d
heset out to raise an army. He had recr

GBS S e fond el surrounded by Y
banks of the Euphrates, at Kerbela, now a hol

Yezd's men massacred Husain, his family
with the exception of onc of Husain's sons,
whose mother was a Persian Princess,

The massacre at Kerbela put an end to the Shiahs™ hopes of
ever being a political force but by no means curtailed their power
and influence as 2 religious sect. -ul-Abidin became. the
Fourth Shiah Trnam, He was succeeded by his son and grandson,
Jaffer Sedik, known as ‘Jaffe the Just. Then came more changes,

4

ain-ul-Abidin,

important pechaps to him:is tha
of Ismail and his duemthnn

ancestors had del:p zoots. Shah K
grandfather of the subject of this!
ing figure in Persia; he was Govemor ¢
as well as being Imam of the Ismailis, b
dead with a knife in his back, a noc
unbappy Valley. He was succceded by
Husain, .
Mohammed Husain became even more.
facher. He was a great favourite at Courty
only presented him with vast Crown Lands,
marry his daughter. He eventually became
crandfather of the present Aga Khan.

“The Shah of Persia at that time had
to pass over the claim of his first born,
nominated a younger son, Abas, as Shab, b
father's lifetime; o the Shah nominated.
Mirza, When the Shah died there:
the late Shab's displaced son, Zi
from s nephew, Mohammed M

Aga Khan, known as Aga Khan
Precender Zilees-Sultan was

TAR—2



 he was sent to quell 2 i
where another brother of the Shah was leading the
‘The Aga Khan took the Prince prisoncr and brought
&@dﬂiﬂ;m the Court of his brother, the Shah. All would
have been well if Aga Khan I had not then entered into high

_ The State Exchequer was in a parlous condition, so the Aga
Khan had agreed to pay half the cost of th campaign out of his
own pocket and to zecoup himself from (he Kerman revenues
when order was restored.

In 1838, when the first Aga Khan was sill waiting to obtain

his money, a young protégé of the Persian Premier fell in love

with his daughter and wanted to marry her The young officer

daugher of the Shah of Pers
then went to his patron the Premier, with 4 story pur,
show that the Aga Khan was extracting heavy revenues from the
Shab’s unfortunate subjects in the Province of Kerman, The Shah
claimed the recurn of all che monies (! y
The Aga Khan refused 1o pay, 50
the Aga Khan versus the rest of Persia
The Aga Khan was losing his war when the Premicr intervened
with an offer to the Aga Khan that he should Ly down his arms
and retire to his estates 4t Mehelat and there live at peace, The
Aga Khan accepted the offer, but 1o sooner had he sheathcd his
sword than he was made prisoner and taken to Teheran. The
Shah then released him. Instead of going 1o Mehelat, the Aga
Khan went back to Kerman, where he was in grave danger.
He was excommunicated, boycotted. People were not allowed
% sell him food or even provide him with warer. But the

6

Sir Charles, writing to his son-
T will et you a Persian cat .
great c-ony here. He is not living:
e, two thousand pounds & year. He.
immense. He could kill me if he pleased
word and one of his people €am do the}
araight to Heaven for the same, but be

In cstimating the position in the B
of the third, the present, Aga Khan, one m
father, the first Aga Khan, as the bridge.
Biblical world, and the i
Khan, which spans the gulf between the East
defies the Kipling assertion that the twain
If ome studics closely the life of the fitse Af

understand the existence of his grandson. Th
o regain lost power, futile corcainly, weee
but it was he who discovered that one «
and Mammon. i
Leaving his homeland, Persia, as
decided to go to Calcutta, hoping
receive a free pardon and would be a
When he found he would never be.
decided to settle in Bombay P
the age of ninety.
During the last fifteen



m Party, wl
lems, of whom the

- Liberal. In 1864 Aga Khan I was

on and in a famons law suit known 4

be establiched his descent, but many of uie

in *Open Letters” (copics of which are to be found in

useumn) were entirely personal and dirccted against

the Aga Khan's alleged behaviour, it being claimed that although
seventy years of age ae insited on maincining his draits de

Aga Khan's oldest son, Aga Al Shah, succecded him as Aga
Khan T1. He married and had two sons, Aga Shah and Aga Noor
Shah, by his firsc wife, who died. Aga Khan married again and
this wife died, too, childless. He marricd a third daughte:
of a pious man, Nizam-ud-Daulah, a Persian of
family. This lady, who became known a5 Lady
bieth to a son ar Honesmoon Lodge, Karachi
1877, and he is the present Aga Khan,
‘His future might well have been quitc obscure
step-brother, Aga Shah, died of 2 chest complai
of thirty-three. A little while Tarcr his surviv
Aga Noor Shah, fell from his horse while £
was fatally injured. He was only thirty years of a
Aga Khan I made his younger brother Jon.
of his baby son. Then he dicd in 1836 after b
Khan for five vears on
xeligious chicf over millions of Moslems 2 small boy
Known toll the world to-day simply as ‘The Aga Khan'.

To be the mother
i a moder world, and even in
presented its dil\'u::}]ﬁu. bue. .: Ag
overcame them with success. As a
spoies o the conteary, he s ruled and
most certainly did not adopt later toward
o surviving sons. When the Aga Khan
mother was approximately
brought up in purdah and i an at
On the death of the second of het stef
obvious to Lady Ali Shah that lce own.
have to be cencred on his task s leader
herself with




m-rk:ﬂ-lhﬂu. bt most emphatically his cultural knowledge has
not suffered in the least.

‘Congurrent with the intensive religious education given him
by Moslem pricsts, the Aga Khan was taught by two English
tutors. He confesses now: that his reading made heavy going: he
was surrounded with volumes of Sir Walter Scott, reinforced

by Macauby and others of the Englsh s, L

language: bookshop wherever he may be, and
as fast as they come on sale. Apart from his b
boy. Aga Khan displayed much intrct in pracicl
guiteasange ben for  young Oricl of ¢

of good-na
B s inccnsily s e i n ikl g in
Burope, where for a time he travelled with his own golf pro-
fessional and once practically owned a golf course of his own on
the French Riviera.
In eacly life the Aga Khan developed a love of animals, and
‘almost as soon 25 he could toddle he was to be seen leading one
ofthe tame stags in the grounds of his palace by a piece of string
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gave cvidence as @

cae that is seconded @ e

gentle, st
ing her hand and kissing her every few
Lady Ali S'na\hualsahm
determination, i bom organiser. Her
showed up her sbilitics in that direction,
of her financial ability which: .mmué.
tain dy inherited Ly her son.
1 British Government in India could

of :Im financial standing of the baby Am
futher's death it gave him a pension of
for life. But the Government meimg ha
have read Sir Charles Napier's pub
been told, he wrote that kmm'
farher £2,000a year and added: |

Rich he was, and his riches were
Aga Khan and invested and re
She speculated with. the touch o
selling of properties were hes |
never made an error of judgment.

her son's inicome and capital




hmj:muvedﬁw: times. But this
thmtbmﬁmhcbdyt\hshh conveyed

d son.
;ﬁhw&v thae her son's intcrests lay encirely within the
it of the British Empirc, with ccrtain exceptions, as in the Aga Khan had many
case of East Africa, where a number of Ismaili Mcslems lived Prince or his mother to-
in the German Colonies there, She saw quite clearly that her son's but such influence as d.wy
_ interests were bound up with the wealth and. prosperity of the achieved very considerable
Britsh Empire s whole. S0 long as the sun never sct o chat T weas alleged by the Khoja
Empire, all would be well with the spiritual welfare of her son’s was the fourder of a Secrer
ftﬂlowms an there was another point, aatsbiicons ected with Punth was a sect within a sect,
look: there must be Eetween the The two words mean 'Great Religion'
widely scattered Iomaili Moslems, just as {}mrc was hetween the <00 male and female members of this S
Roman Catholics wherever they were, but whereas the Pope 1\:.1 (fanatics). The Reform Socicry didno
10 opposition among the faithfol, there was leavage o the Socicty itself or to the suggestion:
the Aga Khan's mother. Jts grievance

mnncrxcd wlth irs annual st

underscand h
in India was something only for l'h ﬂh A
With only a small boy as their spiri e well e his preached Education and Mh*‘
have been 2 decline in the power of the Im of pounds of his followers” money thav the A
wonderful woman, Lady Ali Shah, sct to work organising wm al cheir Education brought ts own reward,
concils, which collected fecs and passcd o information as to the doube chis. When one has had a Calcute
well-being or orherwise of the local Ismaili. To make them
feel that theirwelfaxe was precious was the aim of Lady Al Shah,
who looked forward to the day when her son would be old
enough o travel and personally visi his scarcered followers
To-was also all to the advantage of the Government of Bricish
India that chere should be a person whose infiuence among the After he was m!lu:l
Moslems of India should coincide with British interests. Thus the the Aga Khan's duty to wark ﬂlﬂ

12
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‘of Our Ot Times. Then came Shakespeare and
Milton; later and mathematics. A fortnight a year was
sexapart for his followers to garher round him and pay homage.
On each such occasion, the Aga Khan had to read a paper on
Moslem philosophy, and always near at hand, ready to give
advice and encouragement, was the 1ady Ali Shab. When he
was but ten years old he was frequendy called upon 1o arbitraie
on religious and sometimes non-religious disputes that arose
within his community. The question of capability could never
have arisen, because the word of the young god was, as it scll s,
Taw among his followers. Whether the Imam was ten or cighty
was of no concern whatsoever to the faithful. As far as is known,
the Aga Khan has never personally made claim to godlike
qualities, such as the ability to cffect cu-es by the Liying on of his
hands, but ncither has he, so far as is known,
orsaid anything to disabuse the belifthat heisa god. Aleohol,for
example, is forbidden to Moslems, but the Aga Khan takes winc
swhen he wils, although he preaches abstincace and counse
drinking of fruit juices. He can take wine wid

In 1951 an Englishman travelling in a remote part of India
cme to a mosque and obtzined permission to enter it. To his
surprise he found a photograph of the Aga Khan among the holy:
relics. The Englishman explained to the pricst that the only
occasion he had seen the Aga Khan was on the English and

racecourscs.
*And why should ot a god go racing?’ enquired the priest
It 35 probable that the Aga Khan's mother, like mothers the
14

16, 15 boys the A E Eandt
the less: » of his historic heritage from

was canalised into the seemingly steady.
h out the waorld. ¥et it scems that
Aga Khan thought matters out for f
1o me many, many years later: ‘India de
hec own mistakes.” Let there be no
meaning, He wanted independence for In
e wanted India to remain within the
Empire. And again most
fzom his mother, whose grasp of:
for a wonian bomn if the East, who.
could neicher read nor speak English,
‘When the Aga Khan was
enhanced inheritance, he
intcosc interest in politics as
as we have seen, was bro




o women.
f but between the ages of sixteen and
as it may sound, the Aga Khan took over

Iy in m,whm he was not yet nincteen, the Aga Khan
to Delhi to call on the Vizeroy, Lord Minto, He was
received at the Viceregal Lodge as Head of the Moslem Deputa-
tion, not the head of the Ismailis but of the whole of the millions
and millions of Moslems: everyw here, )it was a trinmph for
himself but it was an even greater triumph for his mother, who
‘had educated and instilled intc him the legendary wisdom of the
East and, in the case of this couple, mother and son, the Oriental
wisdom included a first-rate knowledge of finance
The yisic to Delhi had & nowble st, from  this
g was formed,
‘aLeaguc in which the Aga Khan has played sucha not
Secondly, the Aga Khan, having covered
Life’s journey, now turned his cyes to
mother and his tutors had talked to him of the Western W
Now he wanted to sce it for himsclf.

to corpulence. The Viceroy,
e Aga Khan, whose millons

Britah R ovk sppareattofciile

there were m\lllum of Moslems who

Khan, and not to the Caliph at €

t0 be honoured through hunmpud

Whitc Queen bade the Aga Khan

Windsor, o dine and spend the night b
Never before had he' Icfxindh His

ruled him with a rule of iron. Her twosst

Khan was her only child, her

despite the education she had given him, he

seldom do right. The son spoke flucne E

spoke only Persian and Urdu. Yet I

wncanny understanding of the af

that she regarded Queen Victoria al

family, so the Royal invitation.

Domm“qu-n&nr-s 2 mark of

wished to ona young

a3 did her son, that the invi




the invitations to ‘dine and

reason, perhaps at that time not so
‘dﬂ!hﬂhcﬂiﬂ bul known only too well to Lady
e son, why it was impe.tont that the Aga Khan
find something scriking with which to iirpress 2 minority
s followers, among whom there was unrest. ust as Moses had
1o limb Mount Sinai to scek guidance and retur 1 with a symbol
of communicated in order to impress the unruly Children
of Tsrael, so did the Aga Khan have to find = symbol for his
uaruly followers.
were recurrent attacks from the Khoj. Reform Party.
Hthough its influence was relatively small, there was always a
certain laten danger, certainly more so between 1864 and
than at the prescat day. There was need to b
sonality of the Aga Khan, to put him on a pltf
of the Empire, from whence his seflected
back on India, where practically all of the *Reform Party’ were
located. Another reason was that in 1896, the vear ¢
Rhan sct out for his first visit to the West, there had &
unfortunate double murder in his famil
rhe ‘Reform Party’ made the fullest use
The uncle of the Aga Khan, Janzi Shah, with hi ntona
‘pilgrimage to the holy city of Jeddah. While there, they were
‘murdered. The assassins were arrested, and it was stated that they
weee Hidavi’, fanatical followers of the Aga Khan. They were
mever brought to trial, because while they were still in prison
:wuzgﬂul ;h.eyw:re Found to be poisoned, It was stated that

an occurrence of Wl

Rt b so i che e chapter of this work, down
the centuries there had been a constant stream of assassinations in
the Aga Khan's family, crimes of violence through which the
leadexship of the Tmaili Moslems had becn won and lost. If in

18

Despite the unpleasant atmosph
somality of the young Apa Kl byl

were, on the other hand, two very g

from participation in the riots, thus
Indian authorities very considerable
cersainly not forgotten. Ako, when £
Ali Shah, at her own expense, fod thousands,
alike, in the Bombay Presidency. This then
setting for the Westnards journey of the A
was to prove so momentous for him.

The Aga Kban was a
*Europeans), mh:ﬁ..gm.fzmnd%
hours in religious seudics, as his mother
not negleceed thi Sradly'6f
of the Orient, His flawless E
Oriental accent that has rema
followed closely by a good s



“human contaces. His England
rh.h:nwbymmmw

l: was a boo’ knowledge, but the books

cray's, Macaulay's and Justin McCarthy's. A noblc

m background cerainly, bi in this Westward journey

- young Aga Aga Khan was somewhat like the coffin of his illus-

trious forebear, Mohammed, suspended twixt carth and heaven,

although he may not have been. sure which was which, the one
he was going to, or the one he was coming from.

. And 50 co England be went, an Englind already wlking of

Years a Queen” and preparing for Her Majesty’s Diamond

_rnbunc of 1897. The cx-Radical Lard Mayor of Birmingham,

Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, was arcinging 2 great and spendid

Y.

The night before he sailed from Bombay a party was given to
wish him God Speed. It was a small affair, a gathcring of leading
Europeans (English) and Indians. Fow he was o acquit himself
was of the greatest importance and few of those who were
present on that occasion could have imagined the extent of the
sticcess this inexpericriced young min was o achicve. No doubt
his mother's prayers went with him, for she realised only too well
the meaning of both failure and success. But th
transcend all her imaginings,

The Queen'’s son, the Duke of Connaug]
Lord Salisbury, and the Secretary of Statc for India, Lord George
Hamilton, were at Windsor to meet him, 50 it was no wonder he
was overwhelmed by his reception. No ruling Prince from
Indiz, who held great temporal power, could have been treated
with greater honour and respect. The Duke of Conmaugh, in
India, had met the Aga Khan when he was 2 small boy, but the
Aga Khan did not reeall him with any clarity. And the Great
‘White Queen, whatimpression did she make on the young man?

16 §s  trait in the Aga Khan's character that whereas he will

20

persor. W z
B
curb on liis tony
have norced ot Froamecal
ofSuckn,dhe it of e
pitilge
said i1 no spirit of spiteful
vamnished historic raportage,
suffecd from a veey et UL
the w fortunatc complication to which
The Aga Khan is one of the fow

To th- oid Queen he was just a boy, bat|

Edwacd VI, he became on friendly man

understood that he gave financial advice

Edward VI became Duke of Windsor,

2 kindred spirit in the Aga Khan, and they
ether at partics on the French Riviera.

1 e King George VI were austere and

first State Banquet at Windsor
Aga Khan reacted.

He has never sid very much abous his
probably for reasons already

Xt 10 h:r on her ngkuuiv; B



hMmmdlndu for :B

the British Crown was o Inugcr some Ear-cﬁ'
mystical objeet, it became something wom by a human person,
-muwn Empress.

S e e e
it vnnnnm.l enough that many people became anxious to meet
him. Ameng them was Miss Florence Nightingale. The Aga
Khan appears 1o have made far more impression on her than she
did on him. Of Miss Nightingale, His Highness said: ‘She was
ery interesting,’ OF the Aga Khan, Miss Nightingalc noted: 'A
‘most nteresting man, bot one i never likly £ wach him sanita-
ton.' In some ways, Miss htingale showed considerable

pesception,
In point of fact, when addresing bis fllowers, he Aga Kian
frequendy exhorts them to breathe dlean ai,

‘but Orientals have codes of their own, codes ¢

up 10 Wiestern seandards. For cxample,
Amannllab of Afghanistan was 2 house g
Palace, bis personal habits caused d
‘Palace atrendants, bt if the

Sce him break asting in bed
y the while, and then negligently
e mighe well shock an un-
prepared Westem visitor. But why ? His Highness is, as we know,
& B cabuccd and cducaerd v from the Ease These s
three words are the operative ones, It is neither his pride of
position nor his prejudice against Western ways that urge him to
do just as Nacure prompts him; the promprings of Naturc arc

a2

Once T said 1o His Highnesst “To
ard to the East yon are the West"
Tts quite true. He might have
When he i e 10 s, SRERER el
him the glamour of the East, but he had n
the portance of being 2 Western in
the course of time he became so,
tveen the East and the West, but
came m:gnmscd by the West. He

el

he does, ‘an Internationalist”.
The first visit to England was of short dur
ery great success, but Lady Ali Shah
high again
brcsking our, ot there was o



N not 1 matter of concern to her, or

‘many white woinen, even in Queen Vicroria's

wealthy Indian was an attriction, and the Aga Khan has

“made a secret of | penchant for women. There is lirde

¢ that even if Lady Al Shah had no fear that her son would

an Unbelicver, she was nevectheless of the opinion that

it would be beter for him to rew: to his own country, marry

and'sectle down’. $o back to India ‘he Aga Khan went, promising

to retum the following year to attend Queen Victoria's Diamond
Jubilee celcbraions.

The marriage that his mother a:ranged for the Aga Khan did
not take place, however, until a yrar later, when he reached the
age of twenty-one, Before it occurred, in 1807, he recumed 1o
Europe with a determination ta scc more of the world than his
first visic had permitted. But befcre coming to Europe on the
second occasion he visited Germar East Africa, wheze he had—
and has—millions of followers, among whom are some of the
wealthicst. This visit was to have an uncxpected repercussion
Later on, in Germany.

It was remarked in London that the A,
was a very different person from 1
teen, who had visited Windsor in the
10w to have gained in staturc. He was still cxtremely modest and
even diffident, cxcept on occasions when he spoke his mind and
showed that he had 2 most extraordinary grasp of world affais.

“When he first came, England was alrcady having trouble with
+he Boers, The Jameson Raid had come toan untimely end. Now,
4 year later, troops from all parts of Her Majesty's Empire were
gathered to do her honour, but from South Afeica there came the

ibilee Year
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Indian Princes, who, in their native
the Royal carriage. It was ‘Queen’s weat
shine, and the London scene glitzered
Maharajahs wore in their turbans, The
bedecked with fabulous rubics and dia
the crowds was 1 spiritual Prince who
many of the temporal Princes and not
vas the Aga Khan, in Savile Row clothes, a
young man, remarking and weighing up all
around him.

The Diamond Jubilec cclcbrations brought
Aga Khan's second visic to England: then he see on
stage of his Grand Tour; he journeyed to Potsdam,

The Kaiser Wilhelm If was not then on-
English grandmother, and it is not impossb
curious workings of the Kaiser's mind, that he
in ‘making a fuss’ of the young Indian, %
been trcated with such marks of favour

There had been some troubles in
the Khiojas were suspected of havis




e Aga Khan, with considerable cact, began b first conversa=
B e by thanking him for the way in which he
.h;ihu received in East Africa. The Kaiser was pleased, and
grandiosely announced that he would place the Aga Khan under
his “protection’, no doubt thinking that this would be a snub to
'his grandmother, Queen Victoria.
The Emperor and the Aga Khan then discussed the Khojas,
The Aga Khan was at pains to show that his people had no

growing concessions along the banks of the River Ufigi, but the
Germans always refused them. These concessions the
was able to obtain from the Kaiser. The Aga Khan then sought
means to raise the status of his followers in l.m Africa, Here, too,
he was successful. When he was questioned s to the impression
the Kaiser had made on him, the Aga Khan merely said: 'He is
cortainly a great man.”
It must be remembered thar despite the judgement History
‘has passed on Kaiser Wilhelm 11, and before saying that the Aga
. Khanwasa oo Judge of people, both Theodore Roosevelt and
the fisst Lord Northcliffe, men who claimed to be first-class
judges of humaniy, appeared to share the Aga Khan's opinion
of the Kaiser.
“This firs; visic to Germany, in 1897, was followed by many
‘others; in fict they continucd intermittently right down to the
eve of the Second World War, when the Aga Khan, an en-
thusiastic ‘Manchencer’, had  serio-comic audience with Hitler
at Berchtesgaden.
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& MARRIAGE AT POOMA

j’tm‘lnm)u: BACK T0 India the Aga Khan may well have
found his thoughts straying backwards and forwards between
the Wst and the East. Maybe he was already hearing the siren
ll of the West. But perhaps the mind of thic sdll scemingly
diffides c young man momentarily dwelt on an action that had
antedared his travels and had caused an enthusiast, not without
reasan be it admitted, to refer to the Aga Khan as “an Indian Dr.
Jenner'.

Reference has already been made to the scourge of bubonic
plaguc that had swept Ind.za when His Highness's mother, Lady
Ali Shah, hzd succoured v.Iuc vl:mm Wi l I
while
610 2 Auman sacrifice.

Tn 1897, before the Aga Khan's departure for Euro,
and European doctors fighting the pl
hmpcmﬂ by the ignorance and supersticion of

refised inoculation, preferring to risk death
offered himself for public inoculation. Pe
stricken, Their opinions changed i a flash and
now effered themselves to the prick of the needle. 'If this Hol
Man, who has the gifi of curing by the laying on of hands,
belicves and visibly suffers no harm by the white man'
they scemed toargue, ‘who are we to deny oursclves?

News travels fastin the bazaars of India, but taking no chances
of recanting from afar, the Aga Khan, wich the calm cynicism
that s been one of his lifelong characteristics, offered himsclf
- again and again in full public view to the assault of the necdle.
. The milling throngs, of course, did not know that on these
demonstrative

occasions the necdle was innocent of all serum,
28

magic’,

quoted proverbs, consoled himself with o
concerning virmous somen and the:
were rubic:—or virtuc—to a young man
enabled hir1 to purchase cither, and to su
together the palms of his hands?

India, now, a brown smudge on the farho

to India. The Apollo Bu
parade. Th people crowding the quays 2
Friends greeting friends and waiting to
strong but sweet smelling jasmine leis, The
vanished, shut away behind, out of sight s
stern of the liner.

There was the Lady Ali Shah to meet and
wonderfully home again from his triurnphs:
swaiting tow to take him to Poona for his
had embraced and garhinded him,

advisors in the near-



ocession pas \Meqm,\imng:Mmlmnﬂlpam
and that caused the first riot. Maybe that was but the
ﬁlmad@u the highly explesive matter that was heavily
| almost everywhere.

‘Gone now were the glistening sill top hat, the 1I\|m|\g ptent
Bt cisesiche beautifully buile moming coat, the striped
cashmere trousers and the Bond Street The really happy
man, as the story goes which the Aga Khan loves to tell, had no
shire atall, and ehis day when the Ho'y Man who had just stepped
ffshie liner from Earope went to the Mosque, ic might have
been remarked that he, too, wore ne shirt, in the European sense
of the word. He wore now the head-dress of a Moslem of rank
and itk the grey astrakhan tarboosh, 1o the robes and trappings
that befitted his position in the world

Now his feet were encased in Oriental ol
neither 0dd nor out of pk«. any !

He looked

‘immaculate evening dress’ X
Queen ata Royal Banquet ac Windcor Castle.
In this year of 1898 there were great cvents stirr

drawing public attention away from India. Russia was forced to
cede Port Arthur to Japan. The American battleship Maine was
blown up in Havana harbour; Spain and the U.S.A. went to War.
John Bull scanned the headlines in his moming paper and yawned
‘migheily when he saw the item;: ‘Hindu-Moslem Riots’, ‘There
are ahways riots in India. Why can’t they behave themselves?”
When there was another casc of murder in the prospective
bridegroom’s family, it never even achieved a headline in the
newspapers at home, But Queen Victoria s
wedding hy e hi CLE.

€1 young visitor a
|

- present.
Hard on the hecks of the news of the Hindu-Maoslem troubles
came tidings from Poona of grave import to the Aga Khan and
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e
In of that
hﬁd&A‘:g:n dead 1
the Aga Kha,.). Bue
i because he

slrogether. It i thus quite lmpdkuz
very bare facs. What moive, if any,

Onc of the many gnmmefu <
that when a crime was comumnit

wed by a f
the accused were always defended by

the rluposzl of the Aga Khan, This:
siniser suggestion that the Aga Khan
intended actions of the criminal.

The Aga Khan in practice
refutation of these allegations,
such refuration usually tends to
it must be said that if the entoitrage o
the defence of prisoners who
Moslem sect of which His



Highness pl small portion, even
hﬁsmﬁpnn, should be devored to the defence of dhose whose
acts of fanaticism bring discredit to the sect as 1 whole should
not be a subject of a grievance.

Tt may be remarked that despite all the written attacks made
on him during the course of his long life, the Aga Khan has
fortunately never been the object of armed a:sault, although
doring the first World War, when he was actng as a British
Secret Agent, he was twice threatencd with death
There were no fewer than 25,000 guesss who accepeed the
invitation to the Poona wedding. From all over India the guests
had come, ranging from the ruling Princes of the country, who
artived in all their gorgeous trappings of Eastain splendour, to
the hosts of Indian’ Government officials and thousands and

of the poorest of India’s poor. There were the blind
and the maimed, the dumb and those wretched people who in
Bombay and Calcutta were draged backwards by their relatives
to exhibit their wounds and dcformitics to disgusted tourists,
mecanwhile whining: ‘Alms, for the love of Allah, alms!" Now
‘Allah was good, the descendant of his Prophet, the Aga Kb
was being married, and there ywas food and drink for all.
The Princes came wearing huge diamonds in their turbans,
and deep bluc sapphircs, deep green emeralds and dark red
rubics, so big that they are always compared with pigeons’ eggs.
Never in the memory of anyone present had such scenes of
splendour been seen on the hills and plains of Poona, now covered
with the tented temporary homes of the.
The festvitics continued for fourieen days and nights aud
were szid to luve cost £50,000, an enormous sum of money for

the India of 189;
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“Lshall never all my life forget!
the Aga Khan some years larer. ' stood:
the rails as the horses thundered
began 10 climb the hill 1 heard the

a friend of the young Aga Khan, so my
Prince put the young man up for m
exclusive elub, the Marlborough, He
the Marlborough but a member of the P
“sct’. The Aga Khan bad ‘arcived".

But now he was miles and miles
e :ulm:nddmnv:wxyhez d




\ T THE 30MENT when he left Tndia and his joung wife to
resume his European visis, the Aga Khan, litde mere than
 years of age, seemed to have had 2 very detiiled

plan in hi mind. Firsdly to resume his contaers in England and
Germany, then to pay 2 round of visits to the Furopean capitals
and make the acquaintance, if possible, of the heads of the States.
Thm IO LS e and establish contact with the Pope. Finally,
and reanly to him, to go to Constantinople a1 d there

Sitihe Caligh of 1 the Mods, dhe Sultin ALl Hamid,
All these things, and more, the Aga Khan achicved,

We must see him now, his Eastern apparcl lefe | hind
him, once again wearing formal European clothes, a rimless
moriocle in his right eye. He arrived in London and became
a familiar of the Prince of Wales's sct, the people of whom
Suburbia spoke behind a hand, whi
‘men were

ng that those your

The Boer War had plunged England into gloom, but the A
Khan wanted to “go to the Front', to get into uniform and
for his friends, the English. The War Office could not, or would
not, make use of his services, so he continued his Grand Tour.
Britain's prestige was at a low cbb, as the Aga Khan found when
he went to Vienna. Here he made the acquaintance of the
nephew of the old Emperor Francis Joscph, the Archduke
Ferdinand of Austria, whose murder at Sarajevo fiftcen years
atez began the fisst World War. The Aga Khan describes the
Archdike Ferdinand a¢ being ‘like granite'.

Then His Highness went to St. Petersburg and sought an
audience with Czar Nicolas. This visit was not one of idle
curiosity. In those days, in the years immediately before the first
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European Sovercign, and
two men, thercfore, would ha

vine route, of subterrancan rumb
revolutionary activities. It wou'E

have been ::matkab]y cortect, Russia
dismisscd Rusia momentarily a5 @ p
but cleacly foresaw that the ultimate
by Japan would lead o her complete
another war would only hasten.

at the Winter Palace in St. Petersburg. The
uld be noted,

night appointmens, it shos

the present Bolshevik

for Foreign Affairs once gave me an

and kept me waiting until two a.m.
The Caar received the Aga Khan



IS B lind from he bands OF ExtiGrear
W T ey cbled o Tndidied) G his
ﬁ.ﬁﬂs muhu-v: three days of strict mourning for the Queen.
Both the Kaisc- and the Ags Khan went o London for the

‘Hlis Highness then wene back to India before retuming once
moreto Europe to continue his travels and studies.

The visic to Rome he had planned because he had followed
very closely the methods by which the Vatican excrciscs irs
spiritual power, He had begun to do this when quite young by
watching the methods of the Vatican-trained Oticiual
missionarics, whosc work he held in very great admiration. But
he had—and has—even greater admiration for the way in which
the Vatican operates as a diplomatic listening-por e least
of the power the Aga Khan has over his dirciples and hisfollovers
s by his own grape-vine route. For very many years now his

relations with the Vatican have been most cordial, and
it may be regarded as an established fact that the Aga ¥
personal exceptionally well-informed diplomatic service comes
§rom having set up such cordia] relations with the Vatican in the
long

Avay good cxample of this service and itsimportance occursto
mind in connection with Central European affairs soon afier the
end of the 1914-18 War. Long before Hitler there was desultory
talk of an Anschluss between defeated Germany and defeated
Austria. The British and French Governments opposed this. The
German and Austrian peoples, stunned by defeat, were too
hungry to give the matter much though, In Paris one day there
was a conversation at which the Aga Khan and myself were
presnt. The question of the Anschbiss came up. ‘It will go
l'luuugh. eventually’, saacd the Aga Khan. We others did not
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Lin Bomba

“Neverthles, it will go through eventually
Khan. ‘Why? ‘Because the Vatican wihes

the two will make the most powerfal R
Europe”
The Aga Khan, speaking with knwugn.
and wrong. He, no more than the
corld foresee Hitler and his undmmin; of d
Roman Catholics.
Klian went to London for the

lion a3 a present. The King sent the lion mhb.ﬁ:'
Gardens. His Highuess also presented a casker that
£1,000. The casket and the Address it contained was
Highness's Moslem followers.

The Aga Khan's appearance at Westminster Abbeyy
Coronation of King Edward VII, caughe the
the London Correspondent of the Irish Times, who
“The Aga Khan was completely disguised in &
of a colour and pattem that was very sober when
1o the gorgeous raiment tworm by isces LRI
persons near him.! The Aga Khan sat in the
Prince Henry of Prussia, who was representing his
German Kaiser,

There began then yet another colourful chapter
temised life of the Oriental potentate, the, m
in London at a Civil Service Dinner

ression. He k:ﬁmemwuxn:hnglam
Xin g gave him several private audiences,
m.m, with 2 chuckle, ‘not all my visits there




the Aga Khan ; Review at

Although the British public sill knew very livle

‘Hlis Highncss and it was still years away from the time

hen be beame, 35 2 prominent race-horse owner, 2 public

Sigare, his name appeared frequently now in the Press, and he

attracted much sympathy when in a public spech he referred to

the ‘fostering carc of a gified and far-sccing mother, the daughtcr

of the fimous Nizame-ud-Daila, bur, alas, only 3 handful of
Otiental scholars had heard of him.

The Aga Khan went to Paris to meet his kinsman, the Shih
of Persi, and accompanied him on a fortnight's visit to Ostend.
The Belgian scaside rcsort in those carly Edwardian days had 2
sepuration for ‘giddinese’, but the Shah took the Aga Khan along
with him to try and pick his brains. The Shah wantcd to know
how many British troops were then stationed in India and
whether the Indian people s a whole were loyal o the Bricsh
Croum.

The Aga Khan said about this conversation: I ssurcd the Shah
that in my opinion there were 50 people more loyal than the
Indian people. But fom what I heard among 's officer,
1 judged that there was a great amount of sarcncss fel that Persia
was not given an Ambassador of European diplomatic standing,
but was allowed only an Indian offical. Russia, on the other
hand, sent prominent members of her diplomatic corps. Persia
was bound to keep friendly with Russia, but she wished to remain
equally Fricendly with Great Britain.” This conversation, which
took place fifty years ago, when there was a Gzarist Government
:Amg..magmmu ‘make students of world affairs to-day phse

Aga Khan was passing much time in Europe, but he was
38




:;""mxmm WEDDING: ANOTHER JOURNEY
% 1908, waw the Ags Khan was thiny-one years old,
fwo important events e ' 1 i s e
European wift, and at the behest of King Edward he undertook
a visit to the Caliph at Constantinople.

his second marriage, the Aga Khan had establisheé his
European headquarters at Aix-les-Bains, where he took the
waters, but Aix-les-Bains had another and greater
him; it is closc to the Swiss fronticr and not very far fom
Lausanne which was—and js—a uscful European listcning sosc
for Asiatic and particularly Indian affairs. Lavsanne University
used to have 2 number of Indian students and durin
active years of his lifc, the Aga Khan was frequently to b
there. Tt was a most interesting place for him; 3 lis potas
useful as the Vatican, and it was perhaps something he learned in
Lausanne that induced him to undertake his trip to C
tinople, although it was very definitcly 2 request from K
Edvward that actually startcd him on his journcy
King Edward himsclf was dhowi ing the very grearest interest
in foreign affairs, much to the dislike of his nephew, the German
Kaiser, Wilkelm II. The King went to Lisbon, Rome, Viena,
Paris, Beslin and Brussels; to Constantinople he could not g0,
bt his young friend, His Highncss the Aga Khan could.

Teasons the King desired the visit—and a report—vwere
walid ones. The Caliph at Constantinople was the Sultan Abdul
‘Hanud known both as the ‘Sick Man of Europe’ and ‘Abdul the

Damned’. This because Gladstone had said of him that he was
“immortally, beyond all mortals, damned’, chiefly because of his
ferocity towards his Christian subjects, the Armenians, Of them,
the Sultan said that the only way to get rid of the Armenian
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and Austro-Hung iry, wuh Iea
other side were Britain

Dncident. St. Petersburg was, as
Aga Khan was a kind of Aml
willing cnough to trade iernational

on His Highness's visit to the Caliph at
this visit 10 2 suppositious one paid
bury to the Pope of Rome, butit
e “Caliph and the Tmam of the

cy and the Aga Khan—held b

the Pope had no temporal power,
mense temporal power. The real
quite otherwise. It created a tremendous:
i the lamic world and was the talk

precisely. The number has
and as low as cight millions.



G: ANOTHER JOURNEY

figure at ewenty million, bue Sir Frank
‘British authority on the subject and a man who
Wwamlm;h,spm&rmu than forty years,

i ;m& figure ac approximatcly ten mill
Caliph was a member of the s Osman, 2 family
unni sect of Moslems, who had revived the Caliphate,
combining temporal and spiritual power, whereas, it will be
zecalled, the Aga Khan’s ancestors in the long ago had abandoned
sheir claim to temporal power, although for a period the present
Aga Khan's grandfather had, as ruler of a Persian province, held
temporal power under the Shah. Would the two men, onc who
was becoming. Westernised, and the otaer still dlinging to the
despotic et ok sbe East, meet on a footing of equality?

them nothing came of it. It might have been
courtesy, but to the Foreign Offices of the West ﬂu\ hmnm
‘meeting had another meaning entirely.
Western: Ambassadors to the Sublime Porte could n y
report back rumours that reached them, but the Aga Khan, as has

it bailbiitsup o highly geared intelligence service of

his owm, and it was working pecfecdy.
The Aga Khan says that when he arrived in Turkey he was
n:dmg a biography of the Amir of Afghanisian. A Customs
ted ic as ‘dangerous literarure’, “although!, com-
ments e Aga Rhan, ‘he cocld only understand Turkish and a
litele Frencly',
His Highness found.that the excutives of the Young Torks,
the Revolutionary Party, were mecting in a disused cistem. The
Revolution was on the march; the days of *Abdl the Damned”
wese obviously numbered. Indeed, in the following year the

2

section is the Ex
that 11 Government grant for.
small,

Khan's visit to Constanti o

A san was born to the Begum Aga Khan,
much rcjoicing among his millions of foll
mother, the Lady Ali Shab, who as
son's interestsin xhgianwhkhwbuy in the
Aga Khan was once more free to return to e
long. Events, both domestic and internatio
His Heir-Apparent died in infancy:

Turkey began to cause grave
The dethroned Sultan was mmﬁ b
might have enjoyed a period of peace b
Ty in Tripoli and defeated.

Khan met wi i

he was trying to appease:
mkqnxgmhd.m



Bmlm
llt his followers and succeeded in
pml 1g against the Infidels.

n June, 1910, duEtgum Agx Khan gave birth to a second son,
in Turin. He was named Ali Solomon Khan. Again there was
great rejoicing and festivities among the Ismailis. But a month
Bl i P ocsnd son the Aga Khan's great fricnd,
Edward VI, died. The Aga Khan vrent to London for the funeral
and retumed again the following year for the Coronation of
George V, who made him @ Grand Commander of the Star of
India; he had been made a SGrand Commander of the Indian
Empire nine years previously.

Toaded with honours and happy with his wife and infant son,
His Highness would have asked nothing better than to have the
opportunity to lead a felicitous life wich them, but he was now
caught up in the maclsrom of the Near East, where the Second

an'War was raging, with its repercussions among the Moslem
people. The whole of Islam was fecling the tremors sent o
Turkey. Apart from having to swing like a human pendul
between East and West, with little opportunity to attend to his
patcrnal duties, the Aga Khan felt that a bigger confiageation than
niow burned in Turkey would soon set fire to the world. Yet hi
doties to his followers were making an ever-growi

He was due to visic his people in East Afrca, bue e had
postponed his journcy because now in 1913 the end of the Balkan
‘War was ncar and he had to do his best for the Turks. Behind
the Peace Conference scenes he made his influcnce felr, fighting
hard so shat the unhappy Turks should salvage something from
lbeand: Then, in 1914, he sct out for East Africa,

HE ART OF seeing ©

for ordinary mortals,
it be for 2 god, a B
Khan? His wriings and |
ways reflect his
is, although parts of it arc
at least they do portray this
sees himsell

man of affairs, 2 man w]

and the Hcewuwe—-mwbohn E
and the excitements of Western life,

all, has the moncy to gratify most o
expensive they may be.

‘By every nca—goamdlehnuhhiwllb nde

ane who reads the newspapers, T am e
has gambled in thousinds at Epsom
numerous racehorses, who has won and 1
Sport of Kings.

“Probably they would say my grea
that in which I heard T had won—asT
‘more of your big races.

“But they would be wrong.

*Probably those people,
and diplomat, would have oth

‘I have headed the Indian
hard for years in political
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greatest hour—I Yave no dcmh: of it—occurs regularly

weck. Itis ona Friday, and mvariably sometime after noon.
Every Friday I, like every other Moslem in the world, spend an
‘hour in meditation and prayer. ‘That hour is my greatest hour.
The little instrument which lies before me as T write—a watch
and compass combined, which | arry with me wherever 1 go—
tells me the time has come, and it also tells me in what direction |
am to turn.

“Always I must turn towards Mecea, the Arabian town where
my ancestor, Mohammed, the Prophet of Islam, founded and
practied the Mohammedan religi

I am a direct descendant of the Prophet, and a lirge number
of the Mohammedan £ith to-Jay, numbering about twenty
millions—acknowledge me as their head. They pay me tribute,
and worship me who has the blood of their I‘mulm in his veins.

“Fam a very busy man, and it is on very few occas d
that I find myself in the Moslem maosques at Wokin
Ifl cannot go there, Isimply kncel down wherever | h
—it may be in an hotel in Paris, London or Monte
be on the slecping car of a trans-Continental express; it may be
on thelakeside at Geneva; it may be in a London park.

My way of life has taken me, from the slowly changing
East 1o the West, which is ceverswiftly changing. The work 1
have to do keeps me, for most of the time, in Europe, and on the
move. T.am a pacifist and an internationalist. Yet I belong to no
country in the West, but only to many people in the East. My
skin, my religion, my taste in food, my way of thinking—all
these make me difce profoundly from the people amang whom 1
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as golf, football and, so they tell me, ©
horse riding.

“Then there is the happiness of mar
comes from good health. One should
clean clothes, cat clean food, drink éleae

for about a quarser of a cenrury.
o, sufite o, e Bl
cyes). He ssked himsclf: “Arn I going to
going o look afiex mysdfptﬂycﬂy?

Sstistactory answer and. went forths

best treatment, The art nﬂmpmg& d
with his desire to overcome discase.

lirde exercise. I was
about five and rode.
een. . . .



with Sandow, who gave me some cxcellent
m-zvd:ﬂnlbawmﬂxgmm.umlmknp boxing. 1
amw nfm exercise 30 physically bencfical as & combination of

boxing methods.” (HisHighncsswas, ofcourse,
ﬂfﬂnﬂg t0 la savate, a French form of boxing w-.th both hands
and fece that passed out of use long before he wrete his article.)

shoulders.”

and che legs, and the British for the arms, back a

The Aga Khan was approsching the hall cen-ury when he
ofhow tolive long,

outlined his personal approach to the proble:
He said: ‘At one time I uscd to have a sparring
0 my ro0ms at the Ritz from the National Sporting Club. In the
summer months | often vsed, very carly, to put on

to Aix-les-
Bains, ot for the waters, but to exjoy long walks in the moun-
sains, which is a splendid exercise.

His Highness’s visits to Aix-les-Bains have already been n
bue also while in France His Highness carried o1
jecks” and at one time used to travel abou
‘cullare fnserucror. When in London the Aga
himself; every day Mr. Charles Topper, the Coust Hairdresser
went from his shop in Jermyn Street to the Ritz to shave him
Whether the Aga Khan was visiting in Irclnd or staying at his
Deavlle vills, Topper had to go thee to cur His Highnes's hair
Andionce His Highness's fetish for keeping fic was brought home
o Topper.

The Aga Khan was staying in Ircland with the late Sir Harry
Grees. His Highness telegraphed to Topper to come and cur his
hair, Topper arrived late in the evening and went to bed. The nexe
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much of i time is spent in
but if he i not, geogra
the green figs must come to him, b
Aga Khan rarcly mentions this
or 3 pasior AliHogh mOMERIN
demand for them is perhaps more
his Western life, for the Koran, the M
Mohammed claimed he received from
recommends the cating of green figs.
Chapter Eighty-Five of the Koran opens
“By the fig and the olive, and by Mount'
of szcurity, verily we created man ofa mo
‘God', say some commentators on the

e gave this up he
When he played with:



g him that he would get his extra guinea's
*pro’ striving to carn that guinea and keeping his
f—oi top of hus form.
" Some years back the Aga Khan announced that he had two
great ambitions, to win the Derby and win an Open Golf
Five times has he won the Derby, four times the
fiill owner of the winner and once in parmership, but he never
ealised the other ambition.
* The Aga Khan, sbout to cross the half century demarcation
Aine, did not think golf and teanis ufficed. 'I find that neither of
dhiese games is adoquate,” he wrote, 'nor is hunting.
“The majority are enly able to indulge these sports once or
wice a week, which is contrary to the body's requirements, The
average English gentleman docs practically nothing in the way
of sport for five days a week and then indalges himsclf over the
‘weekend. He is unguestionably wrong.
“He should, at least once a day, and oftener if he can, take some
leasurable i Unlessh , hiswhole bod
‘becomes ungainly and horrible, which is the most ungrateful way
lof returming thanks to “God Who made us in His own image”,
for although 1 do not belicve that we are actually made in the
image of God, I belicve that physical beauty has 3 spiritual value.
“Walking is a good exercisc if it is not allowed to be mencly 2
saurler through the strccts. A good swinging pace of bezwween
four and five miles an hour is ideal. 1do 2 good deal of walking,
4 and usually cover about ten miles in two and a half hours, I think
itisa very bad thing for one who is heavy to try to reduce his
weight by any form of exercise o diet. Rather should he try to
get hird and remain big instead of being mercly soft and large.
‘Softncss s the enemy, not size.
‘I bave a very strong aversion from colours when cxercising.
Coloured socks, coloured trousers, or underclothes are, T think,

5

sca or on diffcrent

Uil the Jast War the Aga.
xelates, but during the post War ye
long and short joumneys. Of thosc o

*Unfortunatcly, in summer-time.
be up before sunise every ;
sec the dawn, usually from some spot
scas, and sometimcs on the Rivicea.

v or six hours of regular slecp

lanch or in a motor-car whea being
most of us.

that Harold Rothermere. [the first
whole day in bed every week."

Wiith regard to diet, the Aga
cat too much, and for this zease

or two meals a week, which



©t. . tHaouoH A GLAsS, DARKLY . .

ran to about nine courses, and what delicious food. The Aga
mmnn-pns Qmsbewammﬂngm France and he
bad never proviously

been, and wwhere he was niot known a1 all. He cniered 2 small
restaurant, The proprictor came towards him, smiled 214 said:
“T'd like to cook you a nice lunch " He looks that sort of man.

One can do the Aga Khan no greater personal favour than to
recommend him to some good biite one has discovered. |t makes
no differer.zc to him if the place i vltra smart or whethar itisa
bistro where the locals resort. Provided the food is good, that isall
he asks. He ncither smokes nor drinks hard liquor such 1s cock-
tails, only wine. Once in London he had a bad cold he could not
shiake off. Somebody told him to take a little whisky. Ho v much
should he take? A tablespoonful, he was told. He fused a
fumed aver that whisky, fearing the cffect it might have on him,
and standing over the now nervous server like 2 High
ordaining a novice, ‘Will you have tea with me or a
soda. alone?' has been an aftemoon greeting to hi
over the years.

With regard to his ruling on missing meals, on
remark that those who have been bidden to lunct

Priest

His Highness was merely pro
many courscs.
Contining on the subject of die
think that chis [missing one or ¢ )
and simpler, and much less boring than some of the claborate
régimes that have been worked out by ochers. On ordinary days
T have fruit and coffec for breakfast, and later take 2 big lunch,
Ac tea time T wake tea only, and 1o solids. It is my custom at
dinner to take a meal that is much smallcr than my lanch.”
“That s quite true, Unless it s a dinner party, there are seldom
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‘His Highncss with the Begum Jenne Andréc and the Ali Khan, New Delki, 1936

eream, o(.uhackh:smy.my
goodbye to him when about to start on

in the train 2t night. “One cannor digesti

‘I have 1o fads and few special fincies’y
momentarly forgeting his fondness for ba
<auce. ‘I accept what is pot before me, and:
the more I enjoy it. Whata person a:py:u.n
for him." Mr. Maurice Webb, when e
phrased thic very remark.

‘Colour. which is to be avoided in
stimulant n food. A beautifol apple or peach
because of its colouring, and seems more
adequate for breakfast: 1 will not admit evena piee
my table for this meal.” The comment that oceurs on'
isz il y avait me fois. . . .
about the world', wrote: the Aga Kl
s bean interested in obscrving the physique of @
pcuy\(x 1 have noticed that the French scem to b

military service. Football may have: hnipdmdm S
of no class of men in the world so ‘magnificent as the
the British Army, especially those of the old army,
sorty to say, has almose dissppeared. B

I think that physically English women lod
fitter than all other women. In
conform to-the Shp Hearsdkesa UM
other countries, where women. manage s
men spend so much time in the cafs, ba

TAR—S




A GLASS, DARKLY . . .|
more about Women in

a Latin understanding of Women, Like a Latin, he craves the

of Women and feels he must spend a certain amount of
b e e
o it, They appreciate his interest in their dresis, perfame and
Jewellesy, and, as will be shown, the Aga Khan can, when the
‘occasion arises, or when he causes it to arise, act as 2 veritable
Caliph of legend. But the litcle the Aga Khan has written about
Woumen is corcerned only with Indian women.

‘Wiiting about the *Modem Girl in India’, the Aga Khan said
in pare: ‘I am trying to guide our young women's live: into
entirely new channeks, 1 would like to transplant three ater butes
from your genus ‘Modern Woman' to those in India. Thesc are
her anxiety to improve her mind, her general keenness for self-
development, and her wide interests. With that end in mind, 1
am trying to- guide our young women’s lives into entirely new
channels.

I want to see them able to earn their living in trades and
professions, 5o that they are not cconomically. dependent on
marriage, nora burden on their fathers and brothers.

‘Establishing girls’ schools in. most of the towns was my first
step towards this. The result has been a modem outlook on
social questions. Now Indian parents can no longer ammange
betrothals and weddings against their daughters' wishes.

{Although the Mobammedans never had child marriage, it
exists among the Hindus—our girls no longer marey at fourtecn,
‘but wait until they are cighteen or nineteen, Dowries do not
deteemine a match, but many young men sil cxpect them,
Marriage scttlements depend on the bride’s social position, and
usually consist of her trousseau or household goods and fumniture.

The nexe step s to achieve a new system of cconomic
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wnungspmpﬂlz Tinesaad sappemesl
leader page. Cheques in piyment, one.
but His Highness's joy and almost
reccived them could not have been su
writet recciving ten times asmuch,

When' there was a Persian Art Exl i
yearsago, the Ags Khun e
A than The Times Art Critic possibly e
was the man to do the job. He &
Times and turned out some very. inte
critcism, This amazing man is also an
and used to have lnngugum_s i
Coleridge, himselfa British o

His Highness has also had qu
Timerroa daalie of Omar Ky
Khan the



txe sevemar ornEem fmous men, for inunce the e
‘Zord Northelffe, who chaimed to have forerold the 1914-18
“War, the Aga Khan was taken by surprise when it came. When
War wras dechared, the Aga Khan was touring East Africs,
‘b spirirual flock scatcered there.

The Aga Khan's first resceion was to cable 1o bis Jamass
(Goundi) in India recommending them to support the British
Raj in i fight against the Central Poswcrs. His s-cond reaction
was to have boxed up the Prussian Order the Kaiscr Iad given
bim and to send it back to him at Potsdam. Apan fror thar, he
wwas determined to pet into the fight himself and he ssid:o.

Soon aficr the outbreak of War, a Reuter correspondent inter-
vicwed the Aga Khan and asked him wheeher it was truc that
he wanted to enlist, even as a private in the Incian A-my. The
Aga Khan answered: “Yes, or in any aapacity whatev
alas, never had any military tesining, but if

‘e Fomm Forey or Aca Keex.
Jose 2 quession, Uscle Bill; bave you heard of Aga Khan?
Fiés a5 proud 2 prince a5 you arcs he'sthe boss Mobammedan.
He was under your *protection’ just before the War began.
Nicht wahr, uidgm sinaler
He's a peaceful chap in India, not atall  warlike cuss;

Bt he thinks he'd ke to take a hand in this colossal fass;
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get anything of 2 combarant narure,
2 your interprete, if I may. 1
German and Hindustani, and 1 do noe d



Mr. Dumasia, aPanrc;onmaJm states the reason why Lord
tchener did not allow the Aga Khan to go to th- Front was
he Imi more important work for him to do. The nawre of
this very sceret work is discussed clsewhere, but one wonders
whether the fact that the Aga Khan was 1o be scen in the Ritz
Paris, very frequently during the War did not provide the
gencsis of the many allegations of his ultra-cnjoyment of life.
Itis quite possible that this apparent light-heartedess was a well-
constructed ﬁyadz to screen the work on which he was really
engaged. It is also possible that certain siories concerning the
Aga Khan were circulated by enemies who posed as £
There were times, of course, when Britain did appear to some
people to be in a poor situation, but publicly the Aga Khan
staunch in his opinion that Britsin would win. It is ¢
of coursc, that after Germany was apparently d
Treaty of Versalles signed, the Aga Khan opin i
zr:ty and that in twenty years Germany would be

in touch with the janat, and sccing that tributes were

paid regularly. She vasalso sending ou inseructions and receiving

‘hundreds of visits, while strring up the usually apathetic Moslem

women to  standard of acivity hitheeto unknown to them. She

directed this newly-swon activity into War work for Bricain.

A5 2 token of the csiccm of King George V, Lady Ali Shah was
‘made 2 member of the Order of the Crown of India.
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Indian Army, b
further anxietics far the Aga Khan.
For the first time in centuries
fighting other men. of the szme

beamong the Moslems servin

had been involved in hattles with Cl
first war against Groece, but she b
with the connivance of the Concert of d




s of up.

ﬂl‘mmhmm man to the public in Europe, he

s oY mnﬂamgqu:klywwuésgmrmud:h zenith

of an extraordinary carcer. His opposite number in the Moslem

world, the Sultan of Turkey, Caliph of the Sunni Moslems, was

virtually a prisorier in his Palace on the Bosphorus, henimed in
byﬂié@mmm and threatened by the Allics.

“The Aga Khan may have felc the waigh of Iis i

responsibiltis, but he did ot show it. Outwardly at least, he
was the débonnaire personage whos fiec and f:qurc et shorly
to be known to the world as an owner of Der

The other face he kepe hidden from th: world.

beyond which penctration is o "

Dost Muln}:;sd xhn.m M
His Highness places

being during the time when Lord

“The Aga Khan affirms that war with |

lhc Enmkzuzhnmsbnm‘hl

The information, szys the Aga Khan, sh
of immediate attack by Russia.

This somewhat bald statement, ald
cvidence supporting it is: Lo'l:ﬁwm‘hn
Intelligence Service and in




bmewswma’mE:;:

Neith Sea,

Japanese desteoyers weze among the

T)lt British Cabinet ordered Admira! Lord Charles

commanding the Britsh Mediterancan Flece, 0 take

s skips to Vigo, Spain, and stop the Russian ships _eaving

waters until compensation had been paid for the loss
of lfe and damage causcd.

“Tension between Britain and Russia was high and there mighe
have been war, but Britain's strong stand caused Russia’s ally,
France, fo intervene with a suggestion for a neutral nquiry
an Paris. Both Russia and Britain accepied, so Russia was able
to be white-washed, though she had to pay an indemnity

No offical papers published give any b
attack on India, but it i of general knowled
half a century, Britain did continuously fear such a |
attack. Tt is obvious thar the extreme tension of 1904 bre
high-water mark in those fears.

The Aga Khan has at various times ealled attention to
he has done for Britain among his followers on the Ne
Fronticr of India and reference to this work hasalrc. ady been

teitory beyond the North-Wiest Frontier, most probably on th
borders of Afghanistan. It may be wondered how the Aga Khan
was able to obtain his information. The cxplanasion is simple

Among the Aga Khan's followers are minor kings in Central
Asia aml even Moslem citizens of the Sovier Union; in n,u4
when dhere was not yee a Sovict Union, the Litdle
R e G i i
Moslem families. They were Russian subjects but not menbers,

62

servi
winly no doubt at all as o the

but all these missions were very

.‘\g.l Klm that he has axmys hena

ILn:snngx;duxthpKhm

Khedive of Egypt was under grave
situation was deteriorating repidly and it
10 know whether it would be
of the Khedive, who was suspected of &
close relations with Germany.

The Aga Khan's mission produced
was prepared, in the event of War, to.

) e A Kb Khan's
stroke, The

to London. He
Bus he e the Champs Elysées b
s0d dimprcucion lhe:v:nﬂm



mammmmvﬁmda -

entral Powers, 3 crisis developed very
ervices of the Aga Khan were now :eqmred onu :gan
e oo e i iy B
‘et undertaken. Both the Turks and the Egyptians are
Mﬁhn peoples and their religious differences with the Aga
Tlia's spieital childeen, 35 he calls his Tsmails did ot make
them proscribed enemics. Morcovcr, for scveral years the Aga
Khan had done all he could to protect Torkich interests. Wich
‘his eventual secret relations with Turkey I shall deal a litdle Tacer,
Now, on the outbreak of War, lic tried to persuade the Sultan
0t to 20 to War, but the Sultan, younger brother of the abdicated
beul Hamid, was too much in the hands of the German cone
trolled Turkish Generals for the Aga Khan's advice to have any
efiect. With the Khedive of Egypt it was another story entircly,
The Khedive hated the British but he loved money. He was a
rich man, but like many rich men, he never minded becomiing
a little richer. In his negoriations with the Khedive, the Aga
Khan did not lose sight of the money motive. But the Khedive
did not want to go. Ultimatcly, h lded o force
financial scttlement. The financial side uft) ie busincss
by the Aga Khan was tha the cx-he s to
the Bricish Government /10,000 1 year for life, exempted from
British Income Tax.
‘Like many another monarch, the ex-Khedive had deposited
large funds in Switzerland and that is where he went when he
abdicated and left Cairo. But in Switzerlnd he began his in-
trigues all over again. The Aga Khan was forced to undertake
several wartime trips to Lausanne. The ex-Kledive, it may be
semembered, was the man who cngaged dhe scrvices of the
Frenchman known as Bolo Pasha, who was tried for treason and
shot at Vincennes. But the money the British Government
promiised continued to be paid right through the first War, the
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Writish Raj that it was not the Be
but the Turks who were au
orotector of the Ismailis. This
sther hand he had to help the B
ng very skilfully as their secret agents
This fime his services were
in Mcsopotamia and Persia. The Aga Kl
awn family as sub-agents. Many cousins we
services and sent on missions,
dangerous, to try and discover
sudden and dramatic succcsses, bat by virta
enquirics, sufficient items of information
and handed over to General Allenby's Intel
The activitics of the Aga Khan did not
the Germans and they tried to kill him. Th
i Switzerland, where the Aga Khan
information. In Zurich, when he was
first World War, the Swiss police d
‘him with a bomb. Three men were.



 publicly his services. In 1916 it was
give hita the status of an Indian Ruling Prince for
life, ud a alnw of eleven guns. But the aftermath was bitier.
Right through the first War the services of the Aga Khan
were in demand, and at the end of War he had to play the role
of peacemaker between Brituin and Turkey and prevent the
outbreak of a second Anglo-Turkish conflier.

During the War he had spent most of his time in Europe; he
thad ‘had few occasions to visic his mother in ho had
RN Tl v pray for victory, o to vislt i followers:
He had nobody but his mother to replace him, as far as it was
possible foe her to do so. His son Ali was but a small child, whom
his father rarcly had time to scc, and now, at the end of the War,
he was unable to ‘demobilisc” himsclf and resume his work
among His followers because of the sudden appearance on the
European scene of a strange figure called Mustapha Kemal, F
arrival came at a very awkward moment for His Highness,
was having some trouble with an anti-British Indian Moslem
named Marilana Mohammed Ali. The Turkish situation quickly
tarned dangerously against Britain, whose Government looked to
the Aga Khan as the one man who could alleviate it.

The Treaty of Stvres, which was supposed to make peace
with Turkey, contained very harsh terms, inspired mainly by
R e ity oo hacthoerenss eng
vindictive. The Aga Khan fele very badly abou this. True he had
risked personal popularity among his followers as far back as
the Greco-Turkish War and the two Balkan Wars, and cven
‘when Turkey entered the Great War, because he had never made
the Moslem cause his own and had counselled moderation to the
Ismailis, But now he felt that Turkey was being badly and un-
Gairly treated, and he was heard to say that he was prepared to
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Beaverbrook, saved the situation.

Lord nmnbmok went to Turkey

‘Lloyd George, Birkenhead and Win
Bonar Law wrote the famous letcer to T



he could assure pending some provisional
cat, the strategic. position efd::mh i

E byxhummfmmzny hostile acticn, This was agreed,
dwumnnu}mmedmd there followed the Mudania Agreement.
‘A litle ater came the next picce of secret service work. It was

probably the Just important work the Aga Khan undertook, but

itended in a fiasco.

During the War the secret work of the Aga Khan had caused
various uprisings within the Turkish Empire. British help had
been given ta the insurgents, One result of this action was some
Iatciit opposition. o the Sultan-Caliph, now Mohammed VI
Wahidud-Dint, who ascended the Throne on July 30d, 1918. The
end of the War saw Turkey precty well divided on the question
of the Caliphate; onc half supporting th Sukan and the other
half the dranken, brawling, completcly icrcligious Mustapha
Kemal. It was obvious that the Aga Khan could not support or
tolerate. Mustapha Kemal. For different reasons the British
Government of the day did not wish to ¢o 5o either.

Mr. H. C. Armstrong, biographer of Mustapha Kemal, wrote:
*Once more Chance came to help him [Mustapha Kenal], once
more England supplicd him with a weapon. Somcone persuaded
the Aga Khan and a certain Amir Ali, two Indian Sunni Moslems,
10 write 2 letter of protest on behalf of the Moslems of India,
demanding thae the dignity of the Caliph be respected. This
letter was seat to the Constantinople press aad published before it
seached the Govermment in Angora.

Now, saying thar the Aga Khan is ‘an Indian Sunni Moslem’ is
like saying that the Archbichop of Canterbury is a Roman

One can but hope that the remainder of Mr. Arm-

's allegations are more accurate. He quotes Mustapha Kemal

s saying: *He [the Aga Khan] is a special agent of the English.”
@

momer on, Mustapha Kemal w
Khan, whedwlfynafum«

authors, purposcly or not,
nert e S sngus.d:k
offensive, The authors waited but & we
informing the Press, and as Oricatals

unbiased o
imagincs, opine thar the purpose of the lewer
bring discredit on Mustapha Kemal, on rel
0 unite Turkey against him, :

After the outburst in

formight later, the late Sic Newile
Max Macartney, of The Times, and my
British Embassy at 1230, Sir Nevile
his legs outstretched in front of his
behind him was a marble;

his shoulder, while he made p

TAR—6




t have cleared the Straits now.
‘yon wht bas happencd. The Soltan has
‘morning”

to tell
. We took him off at dawn this me

'A!’nﬂdl Cross van had smuggled the Sultan out of his
‘Palace that mormit,, Hehad taken his ﬁvouri:: wife, 2 Circassian,
‘her son and 4 quantity ofjevellery wrapped up in old newspapers.
The ex-Sultan and his party had cmbarked in Malaya and had
gone to Malta.
‘That was the first fruit of the Aga Khan's gaffe, or calculated
indiscretion, whichever it vas. But warse was to conn

The Sultan's brother, /bdul Mcjd, was made Caliph. The
ceremony took place, ako on a Saturday momning, and was
singularly unimpressive, - portent of what was 5o scon to
follow.

There was a tacit decision » scrap the Treaty of Sévres, and a
Conference was_ armanged at Lausanne between 1
Kemal's representatives and Britich, French and ltalian del-gates,
The Conference broke up without any sgeul deciions Jmmg
been reached, but some six months later
ing at Lausanne, which the Aga Khan atcended in
achicved a great personal trinmph. In the West hi
reputation was higher than it had cver been. It was in the East
that his star had declined, because of his unfortunate intecvention
in the question of the Caliphate.

To Lavsanne he came s the representative of the Indian
Moslems, with the backing of the Viceroy of India. The Turks
were highly suspicious, not only of the Aga Khan but also of the
chief British Delegate, the late Lord Curzon, whose cold and
very frigid manner contrasted oddly with the benign jovialiy
of the Aga Khan. Gradually the common-sense and shrewdness
of the Agaz Xhan won the confidence of the Turks, who
lwalluwedapdllm bitter, perhaps, than the onc made at Sévres,

bur, nevertheless, bitter, The Treaty of Lausanne was signed and
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“The Aga Khan has m nade
nuptials of Moslem monazchs.

Egyptian King's firse wedding, it i

some discussion concerning King Farouk dl
but nothing came of it. There was som
Farouk’s carlicr intention, in May, 1952, wh
in oo dat, aier clos sescarch, i bad b

through his mother, who is a d

Futim, danghterof o PropHeENSHS
Throne wondered whether King Farouk
handing over to him of the mantle and dhe b
the Propher, swhich sill repose in a glass case
Muscum,

The fur-reaching cffects of the Aga
spectacular sccret scrvice went on for ye:
on 2 pond into which a scone has been
and West, however, there were att

support of Britain, which had 2
the cforts of .mpnmhu_m

to *sccret missions of great:



SECEET AGENT

W ndm:nu is also made to
t b iﬂiﬁnﬂh Acmistice, as related in this
‘February, 1924, the Upper Chamber of India (che Couneil
of State) passed a resolution recommending the Governor-
in Council to convey to the Norwegian Parliament the
¥ that the Aga Kban 'is a it and proper person to be awarded
lh:Nol:dPuu: Peacc’.
Butit is doubtful whether the Aga Khan cver fo:gave Mustapha
Kesaal.

‘When, on the cve of the festivitics to mark the 10th an-
niversary of the Turkish Republic, I was leavin for Ankara, |
asked His Highness what he really thoughe of Mustapha Kemal.
The Aga Khan, who can be very Rabelaisian at times, answered:
“He does three things too much that no man mus: do to much’,
and he proceeded to cnumerate and label them. Mustapha Kemal
100 much alcoholic liquor and indulged too much in
wices, natural and un-nararal, but His Highness :alled a spade a

In May, 1926, theze occurred another crisis in Anglo-Russian
xelations and once again the North-West Fron ndia was
the cause of it. Britich plans for the regrouping of British forces
on the Frontier were stolen. The plms were reposted to be ina
:af: in Arcos House, London, the headquartcrs of the Russian

Commission. Special Branch o
Hma:lndﬁ)ru:d the door of the safe. The plans were not found.
Angry protess from Moscow led to the breaking off of diplo-
matic zelations between Britain and Russia, The details of the
mystery of the Frontier plans have never been made public, but
the British Government, with the assistance of the Aga Khan,
was walchulg Afghanistan closely.

Aga Rhan's own secret service organisation had kept the
nmi. authoricies fully informed 35 to the Russin agent’
activitics in Cabul, King Amanullah's capital, so when dhe King
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He looked at it m-gpedlm
ment pays', and wlked out.
The French feted him in Paris

vy to stay at Bu
vas mysteriously postponed, twice. The rease
Southern Railway was trying to get xaig s
cost of a special truin from Paris to Calais*
pay. In the end, the British Government
The Royal party spent the nighe at Ca
Hotel. When the party came in'to dinner, the
Dodds, the British Military Attaché at Cal
panying the King: "Who is supposed

the table?’

Buc the visit to Britain passed
Reoyal party lefi—for Moscow!

On his return to his capital the Kin
o live in exile in Rome. i



ihe

1wt

 would't gt 4 penny.”

pru:u:nr-l =
Goekden oty .m x
N ~ ISMAIU'S PENCE'
ANY BEOVLE, PARTICULARLY rich people, are vory in-
terested in other people’s money and how they made it
The Aga Khan himsclf is no exception. Aniother wealthy man,
the late Lord Rothermere, once wanted to know how much
‘money there was to be made out of writing and publishing
biographies. The Aga Khan was once very interested to know.
ow msch money Lord Rothermere who he said was orie of the
three richest men in England, made out of newspapers. But the
Aga Khan alio wanted € know how much his autobiogeaphy
would be worth to him, a curious question to comic from a man
who is one of the richest men in the world. He estimated that his
awtobiography should be worch berween ‘s
thousand pounds'. That was in November, 19
A London Sunday newspaper had offercd him two thousind
guineas to sign six articles it said need not be written by
personally. He was first of all agrecable to the offer, then changed
his mind. A conversation took phce in his home, at that time the
Villa Jeanne-Andrée o Cap d'Antibes. He bhad
Al Khan, to write his biography, but his son
asked why, the Aga Khan replied with c
“Because my son is a bloody fool.”

Aga Khan then procecded to discuss his reason for the
valte he placed on his auobiography. ‘Look, he said, “upposing
Max [Lord Beaverbrook] .1.“, which God forbid, think of the
things T could cell about M

“Yes, Treplied, lvlltmpyunng you die first, which God forbid,
dhink of the things Max would write about you—and you

en and cight

d his son,
not do so. Whea
reme frankness:

No dmlfsx there are few men in the world whose incorme is so
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money the Aga Khmm.nh 4
by clever investment
runately, it is di
romamic storic ol A
collects the tributer paid to him. Ti
swater in which he pecforms his
tremendous price. It i, of course,
scrupulous people do-sell water for
claims, and it is correct. of course, that
his followers who would pay umb
e, el e R
blessing some of his followers, or ‘naming’
baptising) their children, bus this could not s
does not form the smallest fraction of the-
that pour into his coffers every day of the
the method of collection, the penalties for
of the duries the Aga Khan is supposed to p
o obtain a clear picture of the facts ifs

from b

twenry million (ellowus.
so many years his
half His Haglmun ﬁgng;:ﬂr



vﬂamw sechaps copper anmas, bue

give large chequcs, somezimes for as

" @mo Bue if ten million seople each pay a yearly

:rhu ‘of five shillings only, one sces ar once that here already

million shillings, and fifty million shillings amount to

illion pounds. So, if quite reasomably onc

‘multiplics cither the number of followes, bringing the fgurc

ncarer to His Highness's own cstimate. or alternatively inercases

the estimate of the yearly personal trit ute, which onc has cvery

right to do, the towl reached s colossal even without taking into

account the income received under other headings.

With regard to the tributes, the Koran adjures Moslems to
contribute two-and-a-half per cent of the  incomes, called

for the bencfic of the poor and wayEirwrs; i

‘Dasoonds’, These give him onc ten
propertics every year, of onc tenth of their cotal incom

Then there are the ‘Petandiafs’ who pa n
occasions and make these sactifices periodically, such as when 3

child is bom to them or on other happy occasior

‘Highese merit for gifts goes to those called *
Eanatics litezally uin chemselves, When he ‘Sarbandias
sacrifice; they tum themselves and their familics out of dheir
homes with nothing but the clothes on their backs. The homes,
fummiture and so forth are sold and the money given to the priests
who collect for the Agx Khan. Then the clothes the ‘Sarbandias”
are wearing aze valued and the value is debited o the ‘Sarbandias’
and goes in with the rest of the money. These forms of collective
gifis come in all the time, a scream of money, gold and precious
megals chat flows on and on uncil it ultimately reachcs Bombay.
‘Bt this s by 1o means the whole of the story, There arc many
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Khojas, The gucsts will mc,,
them, not for the waiters but :
mental satisfaction, they sy, in doing
himself no mean collector of find
of the Reform Party. The Party.
collected 20,000 rupecs in
so per cent of his followers" ey
prescribed two-and-a-half per cent. The B
when in 1020 the Aga Khan visited Kag
15 lakhs of rupees after a stay of only
Varty alleges that in March, 1922, when.
meet the Prince of Wales he collected
stay in the ity of two hours only, i

An Oriental writer, Ibn Zul Quamnain,
the ‘swelling scenc’ in Bombay when His H
in a ceremony that helps to fill his coffers.

*As far as the cye can see, thousands

countryside,

‘At dawn the great pilgrimage began, No

vet still they come. Old men, ymmg.lw
men, the lame, the halt and the blind.

*Some bare-foated and in filthy ag.

those who are very sick, in rnugb
bidding of their High Pricst.
shafts of flame over the hills, g
between the waiting thousands,

“The car stops Wa e




brecze, runs through the immense
‘on their knees, their lips moving in

“Rose petals thrown by devoted and worshipping hands fll
ke gendle rain, and slowly the broad figare lifis one arm above
s head to bless them,

“Yes, it is the same man who ficed the erowds on Epsom
Downs. It is the Aga Khan, overlord of the Ismailis whose
“cadiant face removes bad Juck” according to the praiscs they arc

chanting.

“Silendy he blesses them, Then as suddenly as he came, he is
gone. And behind hir he leaves the multitude rejoicing; for have
they not fulfilled the life dream of every teue [smaili? Have the
not been privileged to sct their humble cyes on the mighty Ag
Khan, direct descendunt of Allah's greatest Prop!

This poetic and flowery appreciation of His E!-x,!\lm~> s
ance outside his Borabay residence, Aga Hall, on this x
occasion Jacks but one thing: any reference to the collec

‘monies.

Ar these femaili celebrations there is the «
‘passing of the plate in Procestant pla
al freso occasions, whether
claborate *naming’ ceremonics, monics are collccred. in
white sheets, like very large bed shects.

‘When a father wishes his son to be named, he holds his child
on high and exclaims: ‘O Holy One, name this child !’ And the
Aga Khan pointing his finger at the boy cxclaims: ‘T name this
child Al or whatcver name occurs to him, Then the happy
father drops his contribution inta the widespread sheee, 1]
same Oriental writcr in less flowery language comments:
= it in terms you of the Western hemisphere will unders

the Aga Khan s head of 2 vast co-operative company with
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two men in the world who ke
in these vaults. One is the Head |
Bat it used to be sid among
Bombay that there was more
than there was in the vaults 'of the!

To this steady stream of treasure, not o
all parts where there are Ismaili
added the extra sums that come to the
Gocs on tour among these communities, P
South Africa. It must be a great strain on
unflinehingly. Not only does he haveto
and banquets innumerable, bue like a p
Britain e has to go visifing eu:ydnp.

progeny and smiling
s his photogaphs show, but be is ve
coursc, these visits do ;a

of the Aga Khan have
The visits to Africa have |



c very fuithful followers of the Aga Khan. One

of his followers, an exceedingly prosperous b inessmun in

Pretoria, made a speech during His Highness's visit to that

1946, He obtained applase and laughter when he siid

Bible there is a phrase: Through tribulations yc shall ent

the Kingdom of Heaven. In this country, Your Highnes;, we

feel we are very near to it.” The speaker, Mr. A. V. Keshaviee,

is a descendunt of the pioncer Ismaih who went from Incia to

South Affics. Before going, his ancestor sought the advice of the
Khan; members of this fimily became the Aga Khan's

Mukhis in South Aftica, so everything worked out perzctl:

It is not possible to know how many hundreds of thousand of

pounds werc collected during this, the Aga Khan's most recent

visit to his fullowers in the Union of South Africa, but on

be certain that the normal flow of mon

accelerated. But much s collected and mucl

benefit of His Highness's followers wherev

One may well tke the Ismaili Community in South Af

case for illustration.

Tn February, 1937, there occ

adent connccted with cne of the African

A twenty-two year old Indian merchant narned Esmail Hasmani

who was s3id to be very rich and who had played host to His

Highness at Dascs-Saliam was charged with defrauding local

banks of 50,000, More than {200,000 was involved in various

charges against the young man, who was denounced by a police

1 and found hiding in 4 house. He was sentenced to seven

years' imprisonment,

In Pretoria there is a magnificent lsmaili Mosque, Alongside on

a picce of ground purchased by the Aga Khan out of the funds

S0

various similar but perhaps less modem
begins to realise that the Aga Khan is.
loosely knotzed Welfare State, to the up
of this Welfare State contribute vast sums
be considered curious, however, i that th
the part of the Chicf of this Welfare State
to anybody of the sums he reccives or
that the amounts spent must be vast and,
expense must have invalved millions of pe
of all these institutions is no doubt very o

distinguishing |
emphasise that it is he from
This is entirely in accordance *



by, w\wn.
Jzishah againg: his mother Lady Al Shih and himself. The case
which was heard in the Bombay High Court by Mr. Justice
Russell laited some weeks. The Judge gavea written judgement
that took more chan three hours to read. The Times of Tdia
reporting this historic case said in part, on September 1sth, 1908
“In this very complicated and involyed case the plaintifis’ in-
sinuations, among others, were allegations that the Aga Khan
and his mother, dey Al Shah, had instizaccd the murders.! Mr.
Juscice Russell referred to the fact that the Aga Khan was sincerely
distressed by these murders and that no evidence was brought to
controvert he fact. His Lordship opined that the suggestions
and insinuations made against the first Defendant (the Aga Khan)
were absolutely falsc and withour a shadow of foundation and
ought never to have been made.

‘With zegard to another murder, that of Hussain, his Lordship
found that the charge was uttesly unfounded. "As a matter of
fact,” said the Judge, ‘the Aga Khan had provided for Cassam
Shah, brother of the murdered man, and su]wimd him with funds
tohold a commission in the Cader Corps.’
Other charges against the Aga Khan on which the Judge
found in his favour were that he and his mother caused
the Wil of his grandfather the first Aga Khan to disappear, and
that he had taken to his own use and to that of his immediate
family monies handed to him by his followers and intended to
‘be used not for the benefit of the Aga Khan, but for the bencfit
o his followers.

With regard to the Wil, the Judge sad: “Those dn{::\d:mu in
say they haveno k

Will. In the evidence, however, the phu\nﬂ'dcrucs l}m shc was
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Hold othetwise shopld e et R
community scattered over all pares of the.
which would be incalculable; and for swhich ¢
me would not afford any justfication w

The purpose of the principal plaintff s
to claim that some of the monies paid to
diverted to her and other phintifi who
such monies, and in support of hez ¢
which she climed enjoins payment o
fmily, but the learned Judge said it was
in the Koran refers to spoils taken in:
as those in question.




e g ke Lirge body of
swelltodo, respectable and physically powerful members of the
community who, had it not been for th= conversion, must have
resmained followess of the Hindu rcligion which, of course, is
absalucely different from the Mohammedans'. The offerings 1o the
Aga Khans or a5 one wight more or s call dhem “omaif's
pence” are in many respects similar to the well-known

Pence” which have been offcred to the Popes for so many

And tha the worship of, and the respect paid to Ali, the son-in-
law of Mohammed (o as it might be called Ali-olatory) in the
Eist seems to be analogous to the Mariolatory, or worship and
reipect paid to Mary, the mother of Christ, in the West.'

The Judge made some personal deductions in his judgement
when referring to the Aga Khan's cvidence chat his followers
were enjoined to make offerings t him alone. He recalled the
evidence given by throe witnesses who belonged to v
known as Guptis. ‘They are unquestionably
said the Judge, ‘but they certinly achere t
B b i desd, and e
true followers of the Aga Khan.

M. Justice Russell also made an oblique reference to a familiar
grievance of the anti-Aga Khan people, sharcd with numerous
anti-Moslems, namely that the Moslems seck to ‘prove’ that the
try and stcal the chunder’ of the Hindus. He referred
10 what is known as the Dasavtas which secks to convert Hindus
t0 Mohammedanism by proving that the tenth incarnation of the
Hindu god Vishnu was no other than Ali, the son-inelaw of the
Prophet and the ancestor of the prescae Aga Khan.
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the asscmbled mmmumq dﬁiﬁn
body of Shiva (s Hinda
oo lonam e
Holy Communion.”

Althorigh there have been a numsbe

During he long Jjourncys taken, the
and the millions visited, neverisa d
the few anpleasant incidents recorded.
vhere objections were raised by cermain E
coloured man', meaning His Highuess t
of this

buil: 10 accommodare the Aga Khan

Kenya.

The Aga Khan's duties are parcly
He divided the Khojas into separate d
purposss. In. the Bombay disteict the chief K
Mukhi and the Kanurias. These off .

TAK—7



or in Europe, dn:AgnKhanhnlﬂsa]uum(ﬁ:day

“of each full moon. Then any Khoja who is within travelling

&‘hlnumyamdandh:vunwdmww-ﬁxmAgaK}mvf &

- he so wishes,

A Mukhi must if ssmmoned attend the home of any Khoja. Tn
theory the Aga Khan will also visit the home of the humblest
of his followers if the suppliant first addresses himself 1o his
Mukhi.

ny the Aga Khan on such visiv.
No tribute must be paid direct to the Aga Khan but it must go to
the Mukhi, Likewisc, the Aga Khan never hands alms directly
to.a person ot an institation but sends bis gift to the Mukhi for

st system. There the Khojas were not
with the Mukhi dictatorship, 2 the Aga Khan fourd
he paid a parsonal

they can make
direct appeal to the Aga Khan.

In districts where the communitics are small, unpaid nynisters
aze appointed by the Aga Khan.

Where the Khojas are not business men but tenant farmers, the
“Aga Khan has devised yetanother form of government by remare
control. Here there are sub-divisions, some zeligious, some
financial only. The collection of funds is looked after by a
Kumaria who holds the post for life. When posible, the Aga
Khan likes to have a State Treasurer hold this post for him. The:
super-Rumaria appoints 1 number ofagents, like sub-postmasters,
to collect the oboles of the faithful. The collections are seat
md:ly to Bombay.

For religions afans dhe Aga Kban sppoias an arbiror or
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In Poona, Kashmir and
Khan's spiritual and financial
those followed in Sind. In

comes swomatically the equivalent ofan
Tocal community boycotss him. He'
or take any part whatsoever in &
to dic alone.
The excommunicated
to his minister. Ifthe:
appeal i refused, the plai
appor ta e Apu 6 Khan himself,
an appeal has reached him.
Penances are imposed ona |
out of excommunication, bu
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more specacular Bt e o i o Yo
B o L Diion fublles whouhe
was weighed against giffs of bar gold and rough and polished
diamonds.

- The Aga Khan celebrated his Golden Jubilec on January 19th,
1936, and was weighed against gold in Bombay. There were
30,000 people to watch the ceremony at Hasnabad where the
ol aould woo conteol the crowds, 50 mimy were trmpled
down and injured. The Aga Khan arrived wearing purple robes
and a green turban. The then Begum, his first French wife, wore
a green sari, His Highness sat on a dais with his mother, Lady Al
Shah, on his right and the Begum on his Icft. The cerom
began with the Vice-President of the Golden Jubilee Committee
asking permission to weigh His Highness in gold and that he
would ld, so weighed as a humble token of our love,
devotion and gratitude to Your Highness for all the unb led
bounty and bencfits that Your Highnesss followers have derived
during Your Highnesss Inamat for the hst so years'. His
ighness then rose from his throne embroidered in’ real gold,
stepped on 1o the scales painsed gold colour, and sat on cushions
of rich materials. Bars of bullion were then placed on the other
side of the seales. The sum of £25,760 was realised.

‘When the Aga Khan returned to his throne, a cable from
King George V's secretary was read aloud. It said: ‘Before his
illness, the King informed ‘me of his intention to scnd His
Majesty's warmest congratulations on your Golden Jubike and
every good wish for the futurc.

The Ags Khan bad already ordered. prayers for the King's
recovery:. The d.iy following the weighing ceremony  His
Majesty died., The Ag Kh:n ancelled all festivitics and ordered
‘moumning among his

<tudded with 1,500 diamonds,
sons were presen; Ali Khan had f
half-brothier, Sadruddin, had accon
mother.

The Aga Khan in Eastern robes sat
on the other side of the scales were
transparent containers. On this oceasion Hi
scales at a litdle over seventeen stoie.

No official estimatc of the value of the
butic was said that it took: £/640,000; 0
and brilliants to cip the scales. His followers,
required to place the cquivalent sum it
e following year the Aga Khan
Dar-es-Salaam, to be once more: wei
On this occasion the ﬂsnvms ‘weat on
His Highness was a B
conferred the name of Mara Slhmll.
specch to 70,000 at the
“As every one is well aware, the value
unconditionally presented to me on.
10 take this amount for myself bug:
think is bese for my spiritual ¢
have come to the

make of it s thas afier tho




ot an ordinary inyestment trust such a5 you find in the City
£ London. While 4 considerable par of its cagital must be used
*for investment in the ordinary sense of the term, a greater part
oes to the building up of a totally new financicl outlook among
Ismailis. Co-operative Societies, Corporations, and, I hope
a:d belicve very soon, Building Societics, too. will draw from
the investment Trust sums equal to their capital but at a level rite
of three per cent and they arc not allowed o charge more than
six per cent under any condirions from their borrowers."

“This micely adjusted philosophy hovering between religion
and high finance gives the correet impression »f His Highness's
attitude towards the millions of pounds in tribute his followers
in Asia and Africa pay him, but before closir
wealth that fows to him from the Easc anil tur
‘Highness's wealth from the West, it is necessiry to
the Aga Khan's training in financ by that very shrowd
his own mother, Lady Ali Shah. She, it will
her son his patrimony which she had increased four-fold, b
doubters of the family wealth of the Aga Kha
if the Aga Khan's grandfather was 5o rich, v
Govemment pension of £60 per month
was given by Sir Charles Napicr in 1845, an amswer this
biographer has already quoted. There is Litle doube that Aga
Khan I could have, if he would, lived on the pension granted him
by the British Government, but that question does not affect
atie whit the fortunc he brought with him from Persia o India,
and which formed the foundation of the gigantic fortunc that
accrued to his grandson, the present Aga Khan, who has added
to it both by tribute fram his followers and alko by his own per-
sonal financial genius wsed in the West.

One of the Aga Khan's admirers, Sirdar Ikbal Ali Shah, says

%

Warching th: Aga Khan
rewarding exporience. His
beautiful Englihsvomian who cecupi
She graduated from 3 Kensington
comes from 2 Fmily living in the
Berks. Her kne. *:dge of racing is'p
of her former e nployer. Also, she hasares
The Aga Khait would say to hee: T'm
next week and I want You £0 inyite. +
maybe a dozen names. She never asked
she never forgora pame.

Most of the Aga Khan's letcers are
own handwriting consists of very small'
his name in one word, thuss Agakhan. =
His Highness receives an ai
letters a day. Al lezers are d
none of his followers i

with letters from delers. e will
ll Blank that T won't pay him
dircecomered Cape of Good
jump up and examine a R




éwmdsnf gnmmb:mmadmnnm
by i, T e o she g o i
! Ircland. The routine is the same whether he i

ish i dists had the idea of founding
- a chain of English lmg\s:ge newspapers in India where one of
them had edited two such newspapers. The project was to have
been financed by sonee of the Princes of India. The scherme was
put before.the Aga Khan, who has a liking for embelliching his
conversation with proverbs. On this oceasion he said, after
Tistening to the proposition: ‘Some Princes and their money are

soon parted.”

The Aga Khan found no merit in the cnrerprise. Neither did
the temporal Princes when they leamned of the decision of the
AgaKhan,

His Highnes frequently receives letters from inventors,
financicrs and_confidence tricksters, all promising him rich
zoward ifuly he will eceve chem in udience and i to heic
schemes. He has ako been the target of blackmailing
sions, which make requests for financial backing in re

+  undeniakings notto publish articles of which they sometimes send
him specimens. His rule with regard o threarened blackmail is
to ignore it completely.

Those who would obtain financial support for their projects
from the Aga Khan must obtain his interest within the first five
minutes. His procedure with visitors who come to try and
interest him in their schemes never varies. He begins with a few

ite: remarks, then he invites the visitor to explain the reason
of his call. Once the visitor starts talking, the Aga Khan never
anterrupts him. uncl he has made up his mind. Then, if he has
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veryiigaly Encgatal
find himsclf decply.
simaincempie i R
in which the Aga Khan has

elsewhere, but whatever the

His Highness obtains considerable fun
So long as his investments: pay div:
interferes with the management, bue
show signs of success, then His Highness.

flair causes the management o ay

Khan, by using his gift for finance omp!«l
personal study of the problem, manage
concern on an even keel.

In the summer of 1951 a London evenin
cecuion o eimark that the Aga Khan is
i

i him to be.



s ABOUT 1920, aid Sir Frank Brown, ‘that His
said to me: “1 have a considerable amount of mon
!n_EnmPa Tam of the eym.\an !Im if [ invested it in racchorses
1 could make a great deal morc.”

This remark did not indicatc that the Aga Khan was suddenly
converted to horse-racing, because since many years he had been
racing in India, Indeed, 2 love of horses and an acquaintance with
Indian racecourses had been his since his carlicst yea {
planted by his grandfather and Tater fostcred by chose two sports-
loving Govemnors in India, Tord Harris and Lord Northcote. Inci=
dentally, it was the latter who first incerested the Aga Khan in golf.
In carlier days the Aga Khan was duurvy ed to win the
Viceroy's Cup and for this pu
good offices of Lord ‘Bil' B:
named Keenan. Keenan proved an ug
doube the climate did not suit him.

The Aga Khan purchased two other horses. Beadsiman was one,
Ayrsdale the other, a descendant of the
won the Epsom Derby in 1888. Beadsman v
Bombay and Poona, buc His Highnesss -

dmughma study, but the s Sl e e
mattee 35 he enters all business matters of which he approves,
wholeheartedly. Money does not matcer at all, He invests and

expectsa good return from his investments. About two years ago
o, value of His Highnesss Irish stud was estimated at ¢ million.
Thisstud has somewhat of a romantic history.

94

reservation
stud farbwmdt. )
astud ::shulmnnlh "

in Normandy where his Derby 3
usual for stud owners to have both:
His fillics he purchased in the open

In 1926 the Director of the. ¢
Tully on the death of Lord Waversree |
with the Aga Khan. It sold him two:

e,

tumed
was eventually sold in France for £13.
He bought Saleve and Nushirairan f

fefused but the ‘lucky’ Aga Khan

secured Solario for £70,000.
He is said to have an

buying bloodstack, allbonghm m

and at one time his.

back a penny, but in myﬁr—

£57:778 in stake moncy, In




: others. Moreover,
fabulous mares Cos, Mumptaz Mahal and

of these mares exhibited the Aga Khan's out-
; a:udmg shx:wr!mss and acumen on the Turfand showed that in
as in other ways, his dicta: “Thers is no such thing as
Luck may well be true.
His Highucss paid 5,000 guincas for Cos s filly; she won him
9,604 in stake money alone. He paid 0,000 guincas for Mumpraz
Mahal a¢ the sales bue he recouped himeelf £13,33 in suke
‘money. So with many of his other horscs. Diophon won him
the Two Thousand Guineas. He e paid 4,000 guines for Diophon
+ asayearling, butit won 150
He won the St. Leger with Saimn Tron whi
3,500 guineas, /13,830 came back to him in stake n
are but examples of the money he h

outlay of gm,a is guc\.l T
any other industry.
In 1936 the Aga Khan sold his 1930 De:

Tiorse was sent to the United States and the price plul was
£45:000. Ten years latcr His Highncss sold another of his Derby
winmers, Bahram, lso to the United States. This time the price
paid was 40,000, The sale of Bahram was qui
the sale of the Aga Khan's third Derby winner, Mahmoud.
This horse fetched only £20,000, half the price of Bahram,
but the Amencan purchasers of both considered Mahmoud

‘better purchase than Bahram, in fact they said the horse was
dire cheap at ehe price’, but the Aga Khan is not a man to 'wll
and repent’.
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Buit the thinning nutplouﬁ c

senc from :h:nudgm Ircland to th

in 1951. These and similar sales are:

horses sold as yearlings are those the A

will reach the high standard he lias set his

The Aga Khan, however, is o gﬂ

all the credit for his success on g ¢

first began buving yearlings in xngw e
racing

the services of that

and adviscd him and to-whom His

in a letter to the Racing Correspondent
His Highness wrote on that occasion

never have been known as an owner

Wavertsee (the former Col. Hall Walker)

racing in England. 'He undoubtedly gave

the Aga Khan wrote, ‘and up o the &

decision without asking his

the money I invested in l:amﬁm

there would have been no li e succe

Looking back, I sec it would have been tn



+ berwveen the moment ofhis b in 1924 and

' mummmmn;

‘Highness’s “winncrs” anly are given; horses which
j.uamndmm.rdm.ym

2,000 Guineas St. Leger
Dlnyhnn (z1-2)  Salmon Tront (6-1)

1930

nlmlm (18-1)
1932 The Oaks St. Leger
# Udaipur (10-1) l”xrd aussi (20-1)

erby St. Leger
Bahram (s-4) Bahram (4-11)

1935 2,000 Guineas
Bahram (7-2)

1936 The Derby

Mahmoud (100-5)

1944 St Leger (run at Niv.narker)
Tehran (5-2)

1948 The Desby The Oaks

My Tove (100-9) Musaka (7-1)
with M.
1952 The Detby

ad Guineas, five Derby,
two Oaks and three St. Legers in twenty-four years (including the
War years) during which period he topped the list of winning
owners ten times. In the 1032 St. Leger the Aga Khan's horses
weze first, sccond, fourth and fifth. Apart from these successes
in the Classics, most of his wins ‘landed at long odds” as the
racing touts say; His Highness won many outstanding handicap
races, such as the Ascot Gold Cup, the Churchill Stakes and the
Cesarewitch, won by Charlic’s Mount at 0dds of 100-1, as well
a8 the Prix d'Arc de Triomphe, the richest endowed race in the
and run over the course at Longchamps, Paris. Many
successes have come to the Aga Khan in France where he ako
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the views of the Jockey Clab mzm

to run his horses as he thinks fit and. )
he bas a perfect right.
In point of fict, the Aga Khan is
reputation as an owner. In 1924, the

methods of running his horses, The
Court. He is very striet about his
running them. Some years ago at

watching a race in which he bad a bo

‘have been a great artist.

The strictaess of the Aga
unfuiling optimism ©
xf:mc o[ the horses he has '



mrmlq LIFE

ofm:ﬁmméhaﬂh:dwughuwoddwm. Lhad a small
‘bet on his horse. It lost.

Afi-r the race His Highness asked i T had backed the horse and
1 said 1 had. Had I lost much? he inquired. I said no, I had not.
We then walked about the paddock waiching the horscs being
saddled for the next race.

Since about fifty years, bookmaking in France has been pro-
hibited. but nevertheless there arc a number of clandestne
“books' and also some on the racecourse with whom some owners

the race while I remaincd by the rails. Cobn's horsc ws
*Did you back it?' asked His Highness. 1aid 1did. 1
would” be said, ‘that’s why I spoke loudly, hoping you
‘hear, but aftcr giving you one loser, 1 d
another”
His Highness attended the Annu
Press Club in 1951. When he spoke |
- horse Fraise du Bois ‘stood a go
Club and taking his bt and coat f
His Highniess sid: T told them in
would win, but [ am certai be will win.
Faisc du Bois was left at the starting gatc
The Aga Khan likes those Press Club Derby Lunche
always attends them when he has 2 horse
Clasic. A few years g0 he was reccived on arrival by =
Chairman, Mr. Horace Sanders, wh
s et A ki 1
don't know bow fir I should precede Your Highness,” replied
Mr. Sanders. ‘Well; sid the Aga Khan, glaucing at Mr. Sanders,
‘it evident that we canuot proceed side by side.”
50 long as a eraincr is successful with his Lorses, the Aga Klan

100







achange.

The first horscs the Aga Khan
combe to be trzined by R. C. D
Blenheim, the Derby winner pu

jockey tumed trainer, Harry Wragg:

In France the Aga Khan also made
now with the Chantilly trainer, Richard’
My Love

The question is often asked, whether the
of his admirers affirm that he does not,
Racing Correspondent of The Times calls a
1o assert that he does. Like the h
when he fancies their chances, but helikes to of
In vicw of his vast wealth one cannok say that !

mbler. A matter of perhaps £200 would
It is worthy of note that if anyone had p
every one of the Aga Khan's winners of
races, he would have had a profit of more than
like amount on his itch winnex
£200,000. Yet at the end of the 1951
London writer on horse-racing commented!
increased cost of kecping mdwnes the
the very few owners who could afford
betting, but whatever betting means
suspects that, because he s ln-nm‘n, 1
terms of money means very lietle. 3

y
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Sopniies s il

\pain the serting was Longchamps racecourse, a very sunny.
2 Tovely Sunday sfemoon in June. The enclosure was very
“owded. T casually me the Aga Khan and we stopped o chat
for a few minutes. Suddenly he thrust 2 number of banknotes
into my hands. T have a horse in the next race,” he said, ‘I think
the odds on the pelouse will be better than they will be here. Do
‘mea favour, back my horse for me over there.”

1 scuffed the notes into my pocket, fiftcen onc thousand franc
notes, a little more than £100 in those pre-War days, and began
to press my way towards a gate from whence one was allowed
to cross the course to enter the pelouse. The crush was intense. 1
as gradually making progress when I met an American friend 1
‘had 1ot seen in a long time, Momentarily I forgot my crrand as
sye began to talk, but I was reminded quickly enough by the
tolling of the saddling bell. I cut short our conversation, seized my
fricnd by the arm and begged him to help me fight my way t03
betting booth on the pelouse. Nobly he came to my assistance
We ran across the course and then began something like a free for
all Rugby scrum. There was no time to look around to find 2
booth thar had the shortest queuc; o my jaundiced eyes, they all
scemed to have the largest attendance ever known. Now there
could be 1o more edging or pushing, All one could do was to
wait impatiently in linc, a line that seemed to move with the
feet of 2 tortoise. Then my turn came. It was happily a soo franc
ticket booth. ‘Le 8, trente fois gagnent’ 1 managed to say, and as the
attendant rumed and began to tear off thirey tickets, an clectric
ell trilled like an impatient telephone signal, and therc was the
sound of crashing mewl as they shmmed down the iron port-
‘il that enclose the guichets while a race is being run.

T was the last person to ‘get the money o
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macer of the personal relations
opinions arc given. But despite the
shadow rclaions, the Aga th*
son's judgement of horseflesh. Rem
for horses came to him himself froms

i must bea great sourcs @
handed on to the ﬁun}.g:m

to wane in 1914 and was
prominent racehorse owner in



They

wealthy Eassn posenacc  lping hand if heso necded.

the patina S pleasure-loving 19208 covered the

Aga Klun. as it covered with glossy paint such legendary

2 Gordon € Jfridge, who gave such wonderful parties on

the upper floors of his Oxford Street esablishment. The Aga
Khan was a5 at home in such circles as hc was cverywhere clsc.

To this super-Bohemia came those Pepys of the New Age, the

Marquis of Doncgal and the latc Lord Castlerosse, and the name

of th- Aga Khan figured frequently in their journalistic columns,

The bright shiny personalitics of jockeys in fishion, cabaret stars

‘popular carcoonists were to be seen mingling with Members

of Parliament, impresarios, dancing authors and newspaper

proprictors. Passing through the throng was that smiling man the

Khan.

Storics about him, ben trovato no doubr, found their way into
she gossip columns of the newspapers. They were all good-
homoured and all followed more or less the same pattern. It was
a sort of Aga Khania, ‘Have you heard the latest about the Aga
Rhan?" people asked one another. ‘It scems that an American,
M. Malapropos, returned from a trip to India and said what
impressed her most was a glimpse of n light."
Perhaps she was the same lady who, on being introduced to the
AgaKhan, said: T know your brother, Otto, back in New York."

But there was still what was Icft of the Edwardian 'racing sct”
socially intact. The Aga Khan, happy man, had a foot in cach

cmp.

His name appeared, say, staying with a house party at M.
Ludwig Neumann's place at Newmarket, In the early morning, a
cap o bis head, 2 heavy fur coat and white fanncl trousers, be
could be scen in the moming mist on the Heath, warching a
string of horses ar their work.
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promincntly in 2 world of pleasare,

exclusive, as was to be found in

But although England was the sctting o
His Highness's sporting life, the seene was g
He was able to absent himsclf when the
went to Japan and visited the Empero
Japancs socne-and ‘reachedEierGREER
would disturb the world's PHE. The
adventure, as has been took
e raced most successfully in Pans:md
doubr that the cradle of horse-racing w
savoured success,

Since the 1939-45 War, the racing suc
colours have been fewer. &
years have had something to do-
doubt His Highness would not
d



Hig!msa ressed his intention of kupmg between
thirty and ﬁ:ttyﬂl:gus at Newmarket, while increasing the
French sting to approximately the samicsize a5 his Bricsh sering.
“The horses trained in France, he said, would mke part in Bricsh
racing. Whether this measarc was intnded to mark displeasure
ismot known.

wille as in Monte Carlo, Ai

it was, just as the gossip writersin.

but yet this in itsclf did mor exp
Highness's pronouneement. When he
nationalist he was proclaiming both
ability to deal with, world

stead of a national, angle.

Tt has been scen how over the:
perform uscful actions for Great nﬂq '
their very nature had to be performed &
and therefore were unknown to a p
centucy had had its eyes focused oa

League of Nations Gouncil
one of the routine meetings of
sessions of the ill-fated W
where he headed ﬂ::ﬂ



text,

jow in Geneva in 1933, at the 14th

. he had a world wide audience;

g for the whole ofhau and aalking to men and
annwhm what he chimed to be: internationalists.

“Almosc all of us herc', said His Highness, ‘are prmuplcd

Great War, Among these the most urgent i that of disarmy mmt
with all that it implics. But let.us nor forget that for many
years before the war this problem was insistear, The (eneral
‘burden of armaments had ereatcd alarm among those wh were
able to look ahead, and widespread dissatisfiction aming the vast
massses of the populations in all coninents and countries—
‘Eastern and Westeen alike—and India was no ex
*I am speaking herc for many millions of r
‘men, who place the love of peace and the repudiatio
among the first of the human virwues. With them,
peace is o mere economic expedient; it is an
rooted in their very nature, That is the spirit which
to reflect in making what conteibution | can to the pr

he ideal of

decp-

Many of us whoare taking partin this Con
the hopes mised in our hearts by the first -
ference; and we remember the gricvous dissppointment that
followed its meagre results. The second Hague Conference was
also a fuilure and even from the beginning litcle was ever expected
fromic.

‘Since then we have had the terrible lessons of the World War.
Confined in the first place by historical and other causes to one
continent, it gradually spread its devastating ctfecrs throughout
the world. In distant India, no Jess than in Furope, it created a
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which force wold be re
by the adjustment of national di
methods of peacefil co-operations
now to be firmly established.
*Alas. We have found that
the fecling of insecurity persists. It is by
the war to end w:rhnb:mﬁmghaﬂ

“To-day social nml cconomic

is 1o collapse vigorous steps

this work the present Conference i
On the moral side, we misst sct oursclves to
effects of fear, ill-will and suspicion. On
absoluzely csscurial chat the non
warlike preparations should be redueed
That minimun has already been stressad b
United States of America. In India we
mind the underlying principle, 1
forces that shall be no more than ades
and order on and within her borders.

‘India’s own scale of armaments
sive uses, Thesize of her forces|
to the vastiiess of her area and the d
fact is 50 often forgoen that T
the area of India s more than h



e preervaion of order withn the States boundric, nd to

Tm‘lh
arca uun-h: the jurisdiction of Rulers of the [ndun
y, of these maintain forces of their own, in part for

some extent also for eo-operation in the task of guarantecing the
defence of India against the possibility of aggression from
‘without. The remotencss of India is my extuse, i [ need one, for
alluding to these faets.
*A happy augury of our proccedings—and I cin sy with
experic e of various conferences that it is indeed 2 happy ugury
s thit we have already at this carly stage heard and bent our
minds to a number of concrete proposals. This is the more
Belpful » d Fortanate since the time for detailcd study in con-
missiors of the Conference is fast approaching. Before we met
Tiere expectations ranged between the high hopes of K’uhm and
the scepticism of those who looked for litde or no re

very amosphere of our mcctings and the carn

on all sides to fruitful suggestions give us confidence that wwe can
mow work for positive results. Would anyone have ventured to

‘I dhink [ am right in saying that there is already 3 general
body ofsupportfor detailed suggestions of the kind that have been

put us by the represcntative of that great country, the
Fiaind Soes b America, and may 1 say thax America’s long
record of suceess in combining peace with prosperity is one that
Gitly entitles her to take the active pate she has already taken in
our deliberations? I look with hope and confidence to a con
tinuance of her cfforts.

*Her suggestions are fresh in our minds. In dealing wich them
I might seem to be travelling away from the more immediate
‘problems of my country if T rcfer to the larger questions of naval
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mind not only defence in war.
benefic of all who go about
‘maritime Power, India has m

share in the discussion of all mea

“Then, again, we will co-opezate to
for protecting the civil popslion
warfare. Thus we support such
<boliion of the smbemarie et S
warfre, snd the we of poion gencraly.
“Again, we will pa
misng the eyt o R
for resticing wespons of arire which

technical obstacles should be allowed
“To focus discussion on all these:

draft Convention. We w

thoaght and wark uaE G

readily accept it as

deuiled provisions deserve, an

tions. We shall have w0



K INTERNATIONALIST
n Whnﬁnnvﬂe an invaluable cross check
of armaments, We shall have to face the

 of the problem fully and frankly.
must meet the difficulty, for instance, of comparing ig the
different facilities for production that cxisc in_different
countries. We must deal with the problems of relating the cost of
highly paid members of 2 voluntary force to that of the lower
members of a force recruited by conscription. A 1d here let me
say, on bebalf of my country, that India would welcome any=
<hing that can be done to limic the burden of conscription and so
1o release human energy for the purely peacefu activities for
which it w:s destined.

“The autiors of the draft Convention, however, themselves
urge that it should be supplemented wherever pammc by any
e consmctve proposas it prsre e curide s scope
For the work of peace that we have in v must not con-
centraie 2 powerful frontal attack on
‘points only. We must consolidate the esta
‘must make it invulnerable by the lim
the development of arbiteal methods,
of giving to weak and strong alike an abidin

“The basis of all security is a forcign v
goodwill and co-operation; a forcign po

neighbour's posscssions or e

and spiritual righs. Strides have already been taken in thi
dixection, notably in the Treaty of Locamo. Those four great
statesmen (Briand, Chamiberlain, Mussolini and Stresemiann),
whose names will always be associated with that agreement, have
‘placed not only their own countries, but the whole world, under
alasting deb of gratitude. The spiric of Locarno Is, however, no
ftfol spark. For many years it has governed the relations beeween
e States thar compose the two great continents of North and
South America—and here the case that comes most readily to the

m

already exists i the Leagueof
*For shaping the work of futare
50 often led the world in brilliant
reaching proposils. which have al
We must approa-h them from two
the practical problems to which they
focmidable adjostrment of

created not for scctional interests. or for
the single purpose of frecing each ane.of
this planet from che fear of war and from th
against war in time of peace. The ideal, di
will, T venture to say, carry an intimate a
countrymen, for v umz}mgmm

should go. abous his daily task i peaceful




un!m;:glzhtm the cvent they may find :h:mdm
able o assume the full rights, dutics and responsibilities. of
‘Members of the League of Nations.

I will mention some other problems to which the proposils
wmla give rise. For instance, would it be possible to compese

s to direct the forces under the command of tae
Wnﬂd authority? Can it be formed out of the nationals of the
various countrics; and if so, how can it function if the intec-
national force has at any time to be cmployed against onc of
those countries Again, the central body of the world authoriy
would have to be equipped with the power to take prompe aid
decisive action. Experience, so far, has unfortunately shown th
extreme difficulty. of assuring this condition, which nevertheluss
would be essential to the prestige, and indeed the existence, of a
world authority posscssing the final power to enforce its will upon
recalcitrants. Further, the function of the forces maintained by
ek iy 1oy o dieverhave rorbe sexinaction
will Iargely be o defend the weaker against the more powerful:
yet both will be represented on 4n equal footing in the Leagu
Here we encounter the thorny question wh cisions would
e taken by a majoricy or by a unamimous vore alone. There is,
morcover, the problem—which may be of special interest to
India—whether the forces maintzined by the world authority
should be stationed at some central spot or distributcd regionally
inareas where the possibility of conflict may have to be taken into
account, Beyond all this, the cstablishment of a world authority
would 2 vast and complex adjustment of the manifold
‘provisions of international law. That may well be a stupendous
problem, no less than the others I have indicated.

“However, I do not wish to dwell on the difficultics. I instance
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work its way towards an

judiciary would have to draw on.

ability of nations, and of mankind. The @
s 2 whole, would have to exercise more ¢
advisory functions. If confronted in
internal forees of disconten it might |

Above all, it should be a living and devel
not the dead hand of the past trying to!
healthy drw(lﬂpmcnroflh: Future.

“Cleasly this ideal will demand all our
nost patient sudy before it can come near
the facts and agree that only 3 mee
Iad us to the achievement of thish

mediately to our hand. There s no
despair and abandon ourselves to
the ceaseless rivalry of apmaments.
develop to the full the instruments




ch long and carcfil discussion by

B ook fintber a1 16

h&ewguanmomznnawcxms with the

and wor ‘moral prestige that it has already won

‘ﬁ: jtself, should not forge ahead. Let us devote our best encrgies

- great purposc. Above all Jet us seize the occasion which

now called o5 - Disarmament in its widest sensc—the

‘neutralisation of war, the security and peace of mankind—can

and must be taken in hand. Let us go forward with i here
andmow.

“There is a cry going up from the heart ofall the peace-Joving
itizens of every country for the lesscning of their mil tary
Burdens, for 2 decrease in the financial load which those burdens
impose, for the security of civil populations against indiscrim nate
nethods of warfize, and above all, for security against the very
idea of war. It i their growing hope and demand that all the
moral authority of the Leaguc should be used now and
strengthened in every case to prevent aggression and to support
and escablish the reign of peace, law, arbitration and intemational
goodwill. My countrymen, to whom !
sacred, since time immemorial, will
deavours and wholcheartcdly pray for the

Tn 1952, with the democratic world weighed down with the
burden of paying for and carrying arms, it s with poignant
feeling that one reads the Aga Khan's words uttcred thirey
years earlicr. ‘The cry going up from the heart’ came through
the mouth of 2 really ardent Internationalist who, like s many
others, found the cry unheard.

M

for a great number of

Moslems. Had it not beer: for
Dominion status, there was 1o

should not have continued Lis dual

ship was an intangible thing: - was
conferred by any popular vete. The)
seven years the head of the Moslem
much of its importance after he ceased |
Pakistan emerged a3 a sovercign &:sin
the majority ruled, and the majority follo
new broom. It is possible that the un;;
have been smoothed if che State had

wisdom of the Aga Khan, but all too soen
over the matter of the official neithe
attempts to mediate in the confict beey

iving an accounting of the Aga Khan

it must be said chat consisted for the

advice, frecly given, one should
ground of the India he knew.

*My Hindu and Moslem

TAE—.



Aﬁm; :?h‘;ypm’g:::vuﬂymu]mg,fr photographers
that dhe Aga Khan and Mahatma Gandhi could dispel the vast
differences which ma,m only their rcligious and political
LR e e S e
too cleady that the Enmh pubh: was misled, o« perhaps misled
itself about those two so different men.

Gandhi appeared in London wearirg a home :pun blanket, his
head clean shaven. Tt was known that he ate only dates and drank
goar's milk, He slepe on the floor of a seudemnt house in the
East End. But this carefully built up picture o an Indian saint
skilfully obscured the picture of an unsuccessful Indian lawyer
who once practiscd in Johannesburg, South Africa. But such
Gandhi was before he went into Indian politics. It may have been
good British policy for Earl Mountbatten to -ompliment and
favour Gandhi a5 he did before the Mahatma £l a victim to an
Indian assasin, but it is difficult to reconcile such a policy with
the known facts.

In India the British outlawed child marriage and ‘suteee’,
practice of Hindu widows throwing themselyes on to the e
in which their husbands' bodies bumed. Yer followers of
Gandhi avowed that when India retumed to those two
tecrible outliwed customs would be readoped.

Comparions between Gandliand dhe Aga Kian vrge on he
ridiculous. While Gandhi slept on an East End floor, ate d:

in a sctter to the
himself to Karl Marx and
the Mahatma in which
follow in the
surpries those who

Gandis e wnd i b
doubters to make up their
applies olly to the. Elas
the Aga Khan as the political le
Gandhi, the Hinda leader,
slam s an Arabic word the
eeligion. It means submission: 0 the.
creed is: There is no God but God, and
Prophet. The faith of the Mu&amm
angels, inspired books, the prophets; |
God's predestination of Good and Evil.

The Mohammedans believe that God

drank goat's milk, the Aga Khan, wearing the usual Savile Row
clothes b always wears in Euzope, lived in his usoal flower-
decked suite at the Ritz, ate of the best and drank champagne.
But the Aga Khan never cntered politics as Gandhi did; he was
living as he had always lived. During Gandhi's lifecime the Aga
Rhian treated him, publicly and privately, with thie umost respect,

1l




‘ate would help to restore law and order throughout the
hat acuually happened is recounted a licle lacer.
are always looking for portents into which they
enificance. Such a one was the marriage of Azam Jah, heir
Nizam of Hydcrabad, with the Princess Dari Chehvab,
her of the ex-Caliph of Turkey. In this cvent chey
for is the more correct way of expressing their
Adu:wn.‘d.ay the Nizam would claim the Caliphate.
ing his whole life the Aga Khan has had to awune his
anised mind to such manifestations in the East, but at times
snay well have been a conflice in his mind berween his
us and his political scruples. Also there were times when
ciously perhaps he allowed his Westam experiences to
adow his more rigid Indian tencts. V/ith regard to his
1 dutics he had always, until he was sixty-one years of
ie. benefit of his mother’s wisdom and her tremendous
+ force helping him during his frequ
is personal followers, but in the political field in India,
he was always on good terms witl
45 hemever had anybody but himself on wham to d
had always to bear in mind that for cvery one Moslem
» there were three Hindus.
a1 retumed o Europe from my first tour of India and
: Aga Khan, he asked me how I would sum up my im-
5.1 replied that I found the Indian Moslems to bea more
cople than. the Hindu, “Then why don'’t you arm us?” he
L But the Hindu Icaders always maintain that the Indian
15 aze not wholly of the warrior ace of Moslems who
4 India; they claim and with partial reason at least, that the
15 of India are Hindus and others who have been converted
120

while he usuzhsmdby
Moslem youths. After the =
hﬂmhmm

Caleutta. ‘A Life for
was not umimpressed; he dm:d«lm vzu
10 reprieve the two Moslems. He did

The reaction o the refusal was

Fccl.\ngl:nvﬂyhgh
mubwupm\mlzdwm‘
armed forces in Calcurta
communal riots break e
suddenly the scene changed.



leaving the question of the influence religions in Ing
‘had on Indian politics prior to the Britisk: departure from India,
ing most be said about the pare pliyed by missionarics.

OFall the various Christian religions represcnted in India, the
‘Roman Catholic missionaries were by far the most successful.
At the time of the political change over there were more than
two million Roman Catholics in India, but although they
i d posibly are still achicving —much good work, it

is doubtful whether the non-British missionarics acted wholly in
the interests of the established Governmer  of the British Raj.
There were many American missionarics in India who showed
wery considerable political sympathy with those Indians whose

one parpose was <o drive the British out of India. It is very
probable that those missionarics one has in mind, and who had
wery considerable funds at their disposal, erred through ignorance

of the dangers they were fermenting by preachin,
with religion.

The Simon Report on India rightly paid tribute to the schools
and hospitals founded and maintaincd b ies, and it was.
stressed that the missionarics lived on terms of friendship and
peace with both Moslems and Hindus, yet it was an unfortunate
fact that from time o time missionaries had to be asked to leave
districts wheretheiractivitics were judged to be more politicalthan
xeligious. This is yet anather facet of the India the AgaKhanknew.

Eatlicrin this book it wasstated that there might be some doube
s to the wisdom the Aga Rhan displayed in putting so much in-
sistence on spreading education in India, This problem is worth
more than a passing glance.

¢ polities mixed

the universities next year." " ”
Lyautey's statement may possibly be
French cynicism or logic, but th
Beaverbrook was right when he told

was an economic problem,




‘donc much to samp out Faminc in India, as well s
ﬁiﬁ:\:]udmdmlenwm that had reduced cases of plague to 3
little above zero, met with no response from those two Hinda
Inﬂm {The only voie: ealling attention to the bencfits of Brish

rule was the voice of the Aga Khan, but he could be critical
enough in semi-privae conversation. Before entering into His
Highness's m'!i:imu 1d constructive ideas with regard to Indian
affairs, one should pay some attention to the parts the Princes of
Tndia were playing usitil the monsent of the change over.
There were 562 Indian States. In 168 of them there were
Princes who were rul s in their own righ, 127 were minor
le 267 were ruled by petey
Chickains, Tn the firs: category were Princes wh
bad conquered or invaded and who were there long
British; these rulers included Moslems and Hindus of different

ment and formed part of the British Em
‘main absolutely independent.
1Onc of the leading Princes was the Moslem Nizam of H:

abad whosc territorics covered 82,000 square miles wherein

dwelt ewelve million people, but though this State was right in

the heart of the British Province of Madras, yet His Exalted
uled like an old-time Tsar of Russia. Side by side with

Hyderabad was Mysorc, where the Maharajah had less than

30,000 square miles of territory and but six million people, yet

E}:x: was the most modern and enlightened mative State in
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i Goveimment of ok o
Europe.
“The power of the Princes did

the spring of 1932, His Highness's opis
undergone changes.
There were good Princes and bad
were most undoubtedly . bar to progress.
were known instances of torture and:
being thrown into dungeons. wl:m there
In some States there was
side with that there were otg)s of
out for dancing gics. There were B




nnnzmnl that he should become a litde restive ac
q:lmd:red the British Gavernment's lack of recognition
a8 we shall learn a litele later.

 In 1903 the Aga Khan was nominated to the Imperial Legits-
tive Council of India. In 1906 hc headed he Moslem Deputation
to Viceroy Minro. In 1007 he was clect:d Pecmanent President

ofthe Moslem League, but he resigned in 1914
In 3928 the Aga Khan presided over m All-India All Parties
Moslem Conference at Delhi, and in 19:0-31 e was Chairman
of the British Indian Delegation to the R ound Table Conference

at London.

Asimportant as all hese posts were, the - do nocin themselves
give a complete picture of his work, bes ost of the id
bad about such matters as Caste Barriers ation ante:
by some years the public attention they reccived at the Round
Table Conference. His Highness, forunatcly or unfortunately,
has alovays been somewhat in advance of his co-peers on Indian

In 3019, directly after the first World War, there was agitation
in India becanse educated Indians though th

bolding India's rights to become a full partner in the Comman-
wealth. In 1917 Mr. Lloyd George had formulated vague bur
well-sounding promises that India would soon achieve responsible
govenment. In 1919 India was still waiting for the Premier's

promises to be implemented, To add to the nervous impaticnce of

the Indizns therc were trovblesome times in South Affica, where
Eadians weae being barred from the sights of ciczenship; ot only
dha, they were barred from acquiring land and from working
i the gold bearing terriories. A large percentage of the afiected
Indians i South Affica wese lsmaih, followers of the Aga
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that Passive Resistance. only
Aga Khan linked his chariot to the M
gradually he won. their confidence
to kill the Pasive Resistance

hacked Reform Bill but to work to. m
suceess
Then Gandhi made a political master
So that nobody should think that the
Caliphate for himself, be had taken no-
agitation for its restoration, but Gandhi,
his religions opponents, the

Aga Khan secmed isolated from
the Gandhi campaign for non




L ,\Maﬂm
Mapmm:—co-opmnmwcmmfn:mym
have enjoyed the fight, B
le.ﬂhukutgalpnﬂ::ndlnrd Irwin wasappointed Viceroy, the
ga Khan was not so pleased with the policics of the Lord Trwin
who ismow known as Lord Halifax
The present Lord Simon, when Sic John Simon, was Chairman
of a Statutory Commission that went to [ncia to draft a Report
and prepare for Reforms, Gandhi and his followers not only boy-
the Commission but organised opposition to it. The Aga
Khan explained to as many Indians as would listen to him that all
men of good will should co-operate with the Commission and
assist it in preparing a Report. When the Report did appear the
Aga Khan was very disappointed with it, but he agreed to go to
London for the Round Taole Conference. Aficr the first Con-
ference was over and the Delegates returned to India it was seen
that Gandhi was bent on ruining the Conference.

secretary, had several private conversations with Premicr Ramsay
MacDonald and held out high hopes for a seulement of com=
munal difficulties, When the other Delegates arrived in London
they met the Aga Khan privately, bur despite all cfforss, the
Round Table Conference was a complete filure. The Viccroy,
Lord Irwin, had completcly surrendezed to Congress.

Wihen LordIwin was completing his ter of office | happened
10 be ar Antibes with the Aga Khan and asked his opinion of the
departng Vicecoy of India. Stopping abruptly on the Place Mack
across which we were walking, His nghnms said: ‘Trwin has
shortened British rule in India by .. . DO, ONC must not
exaggerate, irwin has shortened B ulc i Indis by five years.!
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application of these terms
miembership of the mmudEh
task of national improvement

hand, we must give a wider
“depressed” than. chat of the mere |

fe d

*A mere hypothesis will make chis
that a great and sudden movement tows
the Brahman and other castes of Hinda
outcastes as brothers in fith, and o
at gala dinners throughout the land.
of these unfortunate people on the fo
mere fact of acccptarice as the social and
caste men would bring 2 sense Df:nhnm,
gencral widening of ational sympa
of life of these unfortunate classes would r
;: isat mez The general mass would

e and there the door of opportunity |

a5, for instance, in the occasional

the logal dissbilites of the
India was a purcly Hinda
of stricely legal prevention of o




only. Historical instances
to power and afluence abound.

lowly origin

mmmbdmmhnfundmm a Babar, an
»a&h or a Shah Jehan, a sweeper raised himsclf, through
supe:-or meit, to wealth and infloence, the State would not have
i down to his former
d social relations with
him; bue sucl: a successful ex-sweeper would certainly come into
business contiee with his Brahman neighbours, to their material
bencfit, from tim to time. For more than 3 century and a half
the supreme power in India had becn exercised by a nation which
basesits code of justice on the equality of all men in the eye of the
Jaw. In cerraia provinces or states, and at ceraain periods of reac-
tion, even within this period, the power of socicry under
hierarchical ir. vence bas been exerted to press back some
ambitious members of the untouchable clas
seriously maintaincd that in any British provir
be eswmined fom rising to afffucnce and social
favourable opportunity is allied to exceptional abili
open compesitive examination for the Indian Civil :mm
and many other tests on a similar basis, know no distinction of

caste or creed.

Ifithe artificil restraint has been so small why, it may be asked
are there not more cases of “untouchables” rising to positions of
wealth and eruse? The answer is that in 2 country without com-
pulsory education, and without  form of govemment giving
all classes the subconscious sclf-respect afforded by the posscssion
of a secoguized voice in affirs, social injustice is incvitable
Superstition. zeigns and the material framework of society is
such hac ic is ordinarily impossible for those who are lowest

economically to improve their position, except in such a minor
dvee 28 to make the amelioration scarcely perceptible. Nor can
the depression be attributed cntirely to the pressure of the
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e social rear
Pariah. Though a :dxgwm basis i climed,
the Brabman mainly ariscs from social
Tecent years the same attitude of mind was
Two or three generations ago a successfil
object of aversion on the pare of |
England as 2 successfial Sudra is to the

undisguised socil prejudice
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* scriousness and urgeney of the tisk of economic and social
amlioraton. The ‘only abjct of my_ prelminary warnings
against the assumption that the mere abrogation of caste ules
Swould efiecsthis reformation, s to emphasise the necd for dealing
Bl Form very poinc of vies, The patror and the
social reformer must not be content to run after the will-o"-the-
Seisp of 2 religious merging, instcad of doing the spade work
ecessary for ¢ducational, cconomic, and socal improvement.
There is no single short road to that amelioration of the lot of the
B o e bl o o oo

i
ide by side with the devotion

theorics of the need for strice limittion of
ﬁslu‘mnble in mid-Victorian mm", in our da

which cnly B i e
not only of defence but also of reproductive public works—
these and other factors attest the recognition by all advanced
communities that the moral and matcrial development of the
people is onc of the main dutics of the State. That even amid the
elash of arms 2 Miniscry of Health is being set up in the United
Kingdom, is a forcible reminder tha in the most advanced
comntrics the trend of modern socicty is toward making healch, n |
the widest sense of the tcrm, whether by the study of cugenical
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for f;
cducation for all, and incl udmgphyiul

it impossible for the population of
prescnt condition of i of the depressed
‘These classes must be representedin each provi
wer possible they should retum their

where, in the carlice stages of progres, :bzyn!’
icmplhichlsth w0 make this impracticable, it will be for th
nominace their leaders for the time being. W
cqmlm it cmmunamﬂy recognised, :h:r-ik t
social , and soon by
their responsibility ‘toward sndvale SR
Such measurcs as civil marriage-bills will be!
province. Other measures of sacial justice will |
result of ecognition in ybbuul qu
mate place in the nation
communal life as a whele mn!d not. be T

*Our main reliance on State action to
of life of all the backward clements, w
ing 1o the depressed classes or not, must lead t
great opporrunities on every side for wo
The Christian missionaries have set an
what can be achioved by a body of devo
The Indian Christian community had
three decennial periods ending w
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At Darcs-Sslaam, East s, 1546
bl

oof boxes of diamond

The Begum Aga Kan wearing 2 sari suudded with 1,500 diamonds.
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mmmxry bodics xmg to make duc provision for the reception
and education of whole villages desiring enrolmenc. Though theze
amay be natural regret on the part of educated Indians that people
of their own religions are absorbed by a foreicn communion,
therc can be no denying that the social and ccor omic improv
ment which the missions bring to the poorcst «f the poor
great and beneficent wmk 1t calls for Indian sympath
still more for Indian imit

“In early life 1 dmnght i o blrdeihtor: muidlan
‘Mohammedan of means or influcnce was to work r the cduca-
tikim of his Islamic brethren. For many years now | have ]\L]J the
vizw that a sill greater and nobler work a
Moslem. That is the organisation throughout the count

not say of “missions”, because of the mainly prosclytising
associations of the word—but of mutual ivﬂp
ational scale, for improving the condition of
lases, irrespective of dheir religious belich.
inflnence among them should carnestly pray th
may bave the grace to recognise the need for
Since the highest recognition of brotherho
@ only come by accepting intermarriage, at any
rate in the present social conditions of India, the Mohammedans
would be juscified in advancing their religious views amongst
those members of the backward classes who. were thus brought
into touch with them for the work of common regeneation.
“The most ﬁmng and important agency, however, for this
task is that of the higher castes among the Hindus
theriselves, and this bas been recogniscd to some extent by the
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on a relatively small p!e. m
and widespread voluntary work d
of the nasion. With high-caste H

whose dcprestinn s a serious
of the Motherland:

“IE the work is to be effective, it will b
the chims of social equalicy
remove the embargoes on im
sections. The various voluntary
comprise men of other faiths, such,
would work in friendly rivalry, not with
ereasing their own numbers by a few
bettering the social posiion nﬁh:mn‘

facilicating intermarriage
i undxmnve xguxdﬁﬁ‘ﬂl
voluntary encrgy and
Christian alike, when the State
niversal clementary education a

In ordinary conversation ©
Highness himself;



Fasked

“British rule at present s too centralised,’ he said. ‘Of course, I

not know what will be found i the Report, but unless the
lings of the Commission are based on an association or foundations. -
federation of Indian Free States, which 1'll explain in a minute, “With regard to Communism,
then God help ther, They will simply be reaping Dead Sea fuit, troubled waters. One must, d

“As you know, I recently returned from India where Isucceeded legitimate agitation and that which'
in uniting seventy million Moslems on a political basis. It was | Communists. We have very great
mot a new Moslem party that I created, but rather 2 reuniting | poverty cannot be overcome by cl
of an old party. nor by Lord Mayors' Funds, no'
‘Our aims are purely political. The religious differences | offcring. But it can be overcome by the devel
separating the various sects of Mohammedans cxist and will torl Colleges and the assistnce to and §
exist for all ime as far as we can foresce. agraulm

On this oceasion the Aga Khan ceased &
mement to talk about King George Wy
States within the framework of the British Empirc, but an covered from a severe illness. .
association that will be cqual to the other nits of the British *Do you know, said the Aga Khan, ‘I
‘Empirc as it oxists at prosec lardeworking man in the British Empire.
“These shauld be berwieen eweney and chirty Indian Statcs, each other rulers as well as the heads of big b
one with military and economic freedom, but each of these States know of no other man who regards his
‘with a British Governor and with a British Viceroy dirccti o
association or federation, whichever you like to call it

I cannot do better 0 explain my meaning than to ask people
to remember the German Empire as it was before the Great
War when Bavaria, although part and parcel of that Empire, had
perfect military and cconomic freedom. 1 know and realise that
it will require a man of great courage and resource to bring about
this change of govemment, and perhaps Edwin Montga might
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S
towards Paris, through the Bois, talkiy

until we reached a spot where the Aga Khan had tel
tomect him with his car. Then we would have 12 hopesome day the independe
i S tan wil,of their own frce:
One such conversation took place back in May, 1922, when Asiatic C
‘His Highness kad just retumed e o particula ly
angry. He said: ‘The Moslems have turned away from Brit sh royal title of “Majesty”, a i
rule, You can anly remain in India as long as India wills but you ! to him of the Berars. A step fnmy-x v
cannot govem India by giving one man 2 Garter and putting g
another one in prison.’ He then attacked Allied policy in Turk ey
and sid that the Sultan was merely 2 puppet ofthe Alled An ay of “His Ealtd Highness”,
of oceupation. Then he began again to talk about India, s . reminiscent of the old Dm:hslyknf»
that Edwin Montagu's resignation had been fc was proposcd for the President of the:
his friendliness towards the Moslems, 2 fecling Montag by Washington.
shared with Lord Reading: The Aga Khan said he discrusted 1} | “Then there are States not so vast in.
Esher Commission on the Army in India and he protested agai calture, commerce and trade have reached
i f as to make them the equals of the richest
Some of the principalities go back in trad
down his thoughts as he did about a Federal I wrote, very dawn of civilsed society. Thero i
inpart, as follows:
*No federal scheme for India can be complete or satis
iffie leaves out of account the Indian States, which cover
third of the azca of the Indian Empirc and contain some seventy
million inhabitants, or two-ninths of the entire population. Tt Augustus. Other principalifies, againy
is therefore necessary to deal with them before discussing the { the early days of British rule; and in some e
constitution of the central authority purchase or by other equally.
e e S SR, prin- from English official,
cipalities vary in size, climate, density of population, cconomic, sibillity for Indian government.
racial, and intellectwal conditions to an cxtraordinary degree. paratively new, the individual
Theze aze great dominions, such as Hyderabad, Mysore, and i i
Kashmir, worthy to rank with kingdoms in Europe. The Nizam

138




have established betoween prince and peaple  reltion
almost tribal in the strength of its afiection, There are smaller
S s Kapurhale snd Bimanar, which s sl
l “heredi d of the

“Amid the diversities [ have indicated, there s an all embracing
link“of profound attachment to the British Crown. Not only
through this vast war, but on many previbus oecasions, in almost
every frontier expedition, in China, in Aftica, and clsewhere, the
Princes have proved their devotion to the British Empirc, and
‘have made sacrifices such as to win for them the merited title of
partoers therein. In the last four years they have been enabled, by
freewill gifts and sacrifices, to share in the great task of sccuring
a victory for the allics to an cxeent which has cvoked gencral
admiration and has vastly raised the scale of India’s contribution
as a whole. Their well-trained Imp: Service
maintained by the Durbars for a generation pa
invaluable contribution to the military units in be var
broke out, and the stream of recruitment from has
enormously helped to meet the pressing need for repair of the
heavy wastages of war.

“Looking back on the 150 years of British predominance in
India, I can see searcely any other act-cqual alike in wisdom,
justice, and far-sightcdncss, to Queen Victoria’s promise through

jing, on the morrow of the Mutiny, to refrain from the
absorption. of any Indian States into British India. It came to
relieve the fears and anxieties aronsed, with unhappy results, by
the Dalhousian policy of “lapse”, Had that policy been vetoed a
the timé by the Government in Whitchall, I am firmly cone
vinced that Britain's position in India to-day would have been
all the stronger, for the existence of Oudh, Nagpur, Satara, and

formed an
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superable barrier to the suceess of their
was always with bitter regeet that they
cipaliti

alicies.
From the point of view of good

be applicd, without prior
Some States advance the cause.
and orders which English.



zecoguise that the sumului to advancement is Ktnpvcm] The
high standard of British j J\lstln:, to give but onc instance, calls for
emulation, as i recogpised by almost every State. Here and there
arc to be found pmupﬂhnu in which the administration of
justice and general civil policy leave much to be d: but
“happily, i spread of modem ideals, these have become rare
exceptions. Religious liberty prevails in the States a5 well as in
‘British India, A Moslem ruler, like the Nizam of Hyderabad, is
respected and loved by his millions of Hindu subjec
arc Hindu Princcs, such as the Maharajas of Gwalior and Kelapur
(o mention only two names), whose Mohar
look apon them with almost filial afection ar
who constantly prove thar, if Hindus in faith, ¢
as rulers to all sectarian or other narrowing i
“Again, these indigenous Courts
peninsula are che fiting paccous of art in cve
music, architecaure, paiating, and the ars gencral
protectorsand patronsin the various Durbars. It s not improbable
that within the present century some of the
duce patrons of art as influential as the Medicis, or {]u. Princes of
Weirar., Some special branches of higher agriculture receive
encoursgement from the Princes, and in many other dirccrions
they give a remarkable impetus to the upbuilding of an expanded
Indian life, responsive to modern ideas, yer distinetive of the
countzy and its peoples.

‘Increasingly, of late years, some of the best-known Princes
have been cherishing the ideal of a constitutional and parbia-
mentary basis for their adminiscrations. There can be no doube
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of the Empire Pazliamentary
5o the e Wt G
24th Apai, 1917. Those of us

imaginative writers of dhe past—havenor
cloquent plea voiced not only the views
India bur also thosc of the average
Highness of Bikanir spoke on similar
when they entertained him o dinner
depasture for the Imperial War Co

of Alwar's sp

and to let the power ma.
States pass out of cheir



 federalism we find & system that will mcet the noed both of
‘British India aud of the Indian States. It has been maintined in

these pages that 3 successful unilaceral form of self-government is
B i o= for Bt Ind, The greae provinetal aduinis-
trators, we have seen, must be autonomous in internal matters.
The interference of the central authority, while necess:
past, must be metamorphoscd into that cntirc non-intervention in
State as distince from Imperial affairs which characterises the
Imperial Government of Germany or the United States Govern-
ment in their dealings with the members of their respective co
fedcrations. A similar policy should at once be applicd to
Indian principaliics.
“The central federal authority, by promoting happiness, con-
tentment, and development within its vast territories
such an immense population, would sooner or later atract its
neighbours in Northern and Western Asia. The bencfits of
federalism would soon be flr, since it would give a sumulus to
progzess which present conditions of centralisation discos e’ and
reward. At the periodical Imperial Conferences in ;
sepresenatives of Canada, Australia, and the - other gr:n
Dominions, swould meet those who would voice the claims of an
immense Indian Federation built on the rock of national
autonomy in cach of it living members. They would sy
an osganic whole which, in very truth, would be 2 living and
Sital enity with common interests, Jooked afier by a: federal
- Governmens and a sirong Imperial Exccutive supervised by the
Emperor's representative, the Viceroy, and his Prime ccr
and Cabinet, and supportcd by the Federal Council representi
all provinces and principalitics.
144

mperil 4FEfS gucods SiE
ehoies ind it :ﬁm of the 1
stress of war conditions, many of the
responsibility of the exccutive to Pa

“In France, where, for historical reasons,
this principle bas led to unstable gui
ministrics, and his Broogh o the front in
scopic crowd of individusls instead ofa few
characters. France is a very great natiom,
Toves her almost as a foster-mother
say that she s great in spite of her
pathetic students ufr.:; i
and passionate Fren s, as

; S e of

ofthe other great Anglo-Saxon a
“It would be a disaster for India to |

form of constitutionalism that d

dition of two great rival parti

and natural causes, butis nows

imitation of features of the




pe;

4 o
*that in Sweden, the most important of the three Scandinavian

Governments, the system is a half-way house hetween respon-
sibility 35 understood in England, and the German practice of
separation of powers as berween the executive and the legidative

“Constitutional government has succeeded only where it has
Eeen castin a form natural to the history and development of the
people. In America, with all fidelity to democritic principles, it
Fas taken forms widcly different from those «f Greatr Britain.
Ta Japan, also, it i in pracice anything but a shavish imitation of
the Englich methods. Indeed, it is nearer to the Swedish than to
any other system existing in the West. In Germar. and Austria it
approaches the American system, though the partition between
the exccutive and the legislature is not so mark=d

“Why should India be forced to imitate a systemn of government
cvolved through many centuries in a geographically small
‘country with ewo historical parties? Why should India be placed
on this Procrustean bed, instead of allowing the more widely
clected legilature and an exccutive with 2 century and a half of
eradition behind it to develop naturally their own innes working,
st s they have been'evolved in acher countries? We want self-
govemnment, we want responsible government in the widest
sense of the word—that of ultimate responsibility to the people—
but we do not want our nascent national institutions to be put
into swaddling clothes because one word instead of another was
chosen by the British War Cabinet for its public declaration, The
Tndizn peoples with an instincrive sense of their need, have asked
for self-government within the Empire, not for Parliamentary
instirutions on the British model. None of the draft schemes *
prepared by Indians from that of Gokhale to the joint
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©own territories.
“This brings me to the first of fwo
the critics of lism as here
can the Indian States be broughe into
of India? No scheme of reconstruction can
taking into consideration the 70,000,000
squaze miles compriscd within
Can these lands remain.
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freedom, and yet with the ‘mnm“dzn. all ﬁ-tim.l
lhzywﬂlynﬂmgulﬂﬁun anited Emy

k:mmgmdwuh-hdmnnﬂn&unzﬁmvhn:
Stae like Mysore should have full control of internal policy. If
this principle holds good of an essentially mon. democratic régime,
why should it not apply to our great mational statcs, where
legislative and financial control s finally vested in a representative
assembly, and where the immovable executive i strong cnough
to carry out measures of justice and uriliy 7

“The sccond question for the advocate «£a nilateral system to
ponder is that of the cffect on the international futurein Asia. An
outstanding tendency in the politicil ferment of to-day is for
small nations, while recaining their individuality, to gather to a
central, powerful State that carries then along in 3 common
course, In recent years the United States have drawn into their
orbit many of the smaller entitics of the New World, such as
Cuba and the republics of Central America. Germa
Austria, Turkey and Bulgaria ranged with her, and she is
bitious to secure within her sphere of influence the States tha
have been surrendered through the Eolshevist betrayal of Russia.
She dreams of ultimately bring Holland and Flanders, Den-
mark, Norway and Sweden, and even Swiczerland within ber
constellation.

“England and France and Iuly have now tsken 2 common
route in world policics, carying with them many wide-flung
dominions. Even the three Scandinavian monarchics, free as they
ordinarily are from the bewildering cotanglements of world
politics, have found that practical independence can only be
maintained by greater union and cobesion. We have to-day, in
fact, 2 common North European policy, into which the new
Republic of Finland longs to be drawn. It has been ruthlesly
invaded because it forms a barricr to Teutonic ambitions in
North-Western Europe. But the most competent obscrvers arc
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His Hig ith his
et

cr son Sulmddlu g 3 the
ium, Bombay,

with that of the Indian r:mpm-. with which the
more genuine affmiry. The world forces -bg-,
into closer contact with powt

e in Europe, will mevitably make m@m
Unless she is willing to accept du I  of b
and possibly inimical neighbours to watch, and
burdens thercby entailed, India cannor afford ta
her Mohammedan neighbour states. to. herself by
mutual interest and goodwill,

‘A lesson. of the Great War that even Germany
reluctantly compelled to recognise is that force, though
lessly applied by her military leaders, is insufficient to
incorporation of weakened nations. In Courland, in:
in Flanders herself, German policy has wavered b
weverity and efforts to win the hearts of such clements
population as the Flemings and the Baltes to her fultur
terests. British policy ought to have no such
Hence it is unthinkable that the British Empice cin §
course of mere conguest in the Middle East. Such ay
foreign to her ideals and repugnant w0 mm;t
more dissstrous for England and India than ah
I can conecive, for it would mean the violation
of humanity and justice, and would provoke:

On the other hand, 2 merely negative antitude
dangers 1 have indicated. We muse have
enough to draw toward our centre State th
system of federation, just &0 cach
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ht for any weak state of the Middle East.
federation was complete and the economic
Jhwards and westwards developed, we might expect
el themselves to seck association thercin. The fact
~ thatBengal and Bombay, Hyderabad and Kashmir were cnjoying
autonomy, would be a guarantce to the Afghans of o risk of
i b o e e
‘digenous rulers of Rajpuma would have their place, there is
0 reason why a gronp of prindipalities from Arabia and the
Southemn Jiworal of the Persan Gulf should not  ultimately
beesme mcmbers of the union that will ensure peace and liberry,
ecdonn and coder to the sonth of Asia. Subscquenty, Persia
erelt ol he axcacved andjuse s the natural pride of Bavaria
or Saxony has not Lm'u dir shed by inclusion within ¢
German Uon, 50, on a grester and more diffcul: but happily
‘beneficent basis, the cmpire of Persia and th dom of
could honourably cnter a federation of w Delhi
would be the centre.

Necdless, 0 say, 10 compulsion, direct or indirect, can be
e The b couce s o insciuts sudh 2 type GF come
munity of states as to draw the s 2
of India's neighbours. The magnet would atra
the isolated and remote Jands of Nepal, Bh
Crowm Colony of Ceylon natuzally and hiscorically belongs to
India. She is cut off from the mainkind by a mere geological
accident, and the shallow channcls and intermitcent rocks that
B iy il b fomplandy,
bridged by the Indo-Ceylon Railway, A unilateral government
‘of India could have no attraction for the people of the island
Wy would nacinaly prcfes being gavered from Whitchall

B i G ey,
mmﬁs less, while the Parliamentary institutions of England
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spnngﬁumdmnmmvuau
In a word, the path of bencficent and §
l»u‘l un:fcd:ﬂllni_m with eve

been possble corbi

cver you like to it es e A ga R A
the structural alterations that did eake place. Ie s |
that events left him a somewhat embitteted and di
but he has donc his best to hide his disappo

his long career as an Indian statesman he told

that they owed 2 duty and lup]xy o the c

lived; to the Indian Moslems this meant,
millions outside India, loyalty to the

from that path of loyalty the present

will take both Hindu and. Mmhnnh nof

it is evident that the Moslem

Rhan was born, is moving away

which the Ags Khan appears to-




it will please the people and the Princes of
200 For this reason [ don's think there will be a republic.
will be scisfied with Domion stats, provided it is on the

mmsmmMWMmeug«
independence,

[Events proved His Highness's forecast to be entirely incorrect.
Even duxing Britsh rule in India chere was 2 strong Republ
movement in Bengal It is diffcul, therefore, to ol

omi status ¢
ncvertheless gives sufficient grounds for disquier in prrh)lu a
ot 50 very remore furure.

Bur with the passing of time the Aga Khan's political in-
‘clinations appeared to cdge away from the cscntial British view
he had, despite occasional outspoken  criticism,  consistently

_ November s-h. ) 1951 e Aga Kban wioe 3 e Tie
Times, objecti

ah—t

L mi mwhmhhcmxdcapmhf e
£5 million was collected in Karadl
ighness was born.
It was during this same mongh of
sous quarrel with the

e
on all sides and in
of his ancestors.




bs between the Aga Khan and his
dy Ali Shah, closcly rcsembled the Fonds linking
e b Northeliffe with his mother, Mrs. |farmsworth,
Both sans were not only devoted to their mothers but both paid
‘constant ribute to the debts they owed them; both Lord North-
cliffe and the Aga Khan were in constant touch with their
mothers, and in the case of His Highness he never allowed a week
<o pess without writing to her and cabling her.,

Allher long life Lady Ali Shah was an extremely active woman,
ight down to the end, in 1938, when at the age of nincty she
died in Baghdad. She was not only mentally active ¢ she was
physically active. She lived a frugal life, indulging much in
‘prayer and fasting at her house, Land's End, Bombay, but she
thought nothing at ll of riding on a mule for hundreds and
Tundreds of miles, At the age of cighty she travc!led overland
from Baghdad and through Pensia. On this occasion she showed
her utter contempt for authority when that authority did not
‘please her. When permission to make this journey corded
‘e there was a condition made: that she should tike a number
‘of leaflers with her and distribute them as she proceeded on

‘her way.
Lady Ali Shah took the leaflets with her, but she bumed them,
Although for several decades Lady Ali Shah had made her
‘home in India and lived o all intews and purposes as an Indian
Jady, nevertheless ber heart was in Persia, By birth she was a
Shizh, one of the Moslem sccts which, in the course of time, be-
cam with the Ismailis. As has been explained, she was
ring of the Aga Khan's Welfire State; she made it
but nevertheless it was her camest desire that her son

154

Tongest journcy of her life.
When Lady Ali Shah was eighty-
mind that if her son would not conie
to go and fetch hin, She had to b
from making the long joumey from Bo
2 change from her tsual muleback
lled accompanicd by two girl
sented to travel by sea, In London she
Ali Khan. It was while staying at this hiouse!
fair that this grand old lady from the Ease gave
eprescntative of a London Sunday new
hiad to speak through an interpreter of course.
have said on 6th October, 19323 ‘I have neve:
Fortunc has always smilcd on my son, butT kno
my son’s racing, although I do know that he |
wonderfully lucky. We of the East are
particular star must have been in the
was born,
“Asa child he was always hucky even in his|
a5 he grew up, good fortunc scemed to journey s
*He always loved horses. My son’s luck has ne
Fate had smiled generously upon him, but in |
he has always been good to others. He neve
fortunate than himsclE*

then icis cnough for me.”
It would scem then that the




of opinion

wrays derides such things oy
L e A A e
mﬁdmg to her alll:gad statement, that his mother

fid
mxmﬂ:swmg of 1932 Lady Al Shali was presented at Coure. It

s 4 great pity that no record exists of her opinions of such pro-
i ‘ceedings and what her thoughts were on being presented 1o her
of Queen Victoria to whom she had
“sent her son some thirty-five years previously
At the end of the London season the Aga Khan departed as
xwas his wone to Deauville, where as ever he was to take partin the
gay festivities at that delectable Normandy resor. As usual, the
‘Aga Khanhad his villa. Now Lady Ali Shah hid her villa at Deau-
wille, close to her son and grandson. Probably it meane little to
be there among the romgravare scr; it was merely a question of
saying hee prayers. chese o clsewhere. In the momings His
, afier anending o bis urgent mail, would play golf.
Thmlhm\vw.ldbtlun(h s rest, the races, tea, more mail. Then
dressing for dinner and, later, the Casino until the carly hours of
the following moming. The Ali Khan would be moving in the
same orbit, but the Lady Ali Shah would not be among those
present. She would be at home, praying, faseing—and waiti
One could imagine her saying: ‘Time to come home now, my
son." Not home to the Deauville villa naturally, bur home 1o
Maother India.

Whether or not, as he told Miss Bhin, his sccrceary, he was
‘aaid of his mother, the truth i thaca Last he did pay 4 visi to
India, just as his mother intended that he should

; hfe\smxy 1936, the late Sir Oswald Birley, M.C., considered
's most famous portrait painter, went to Bombay to
Ee. pw Lady Ali Sha. Sir Oswald had painted the Aga Khan in
& Abﬂl"h»m-ipnl.mu
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when he described it as

Montsgu rclated that he was the

Viceroy Lord Willingdon, chat

more than s:xty) had ever

sitting t02 £ shionable portraie painter.
Shc was painied in full Oriensal

uscrs and whil san,

rmghﬂ . 2 b abble-bubble pipe, by hee

An old Indian lady, an intcrprecer was
said Sir Oswa * ‘the only nmcsh:q)o\'z
ness will now go and say her prayers”; upen!
dismounted from her couch and did not
50 it was a matcer of no lirtle difficulty to cell b
was likely to last, but as she was 50 good Wi
there, [was able to make progress while the:

The Aga Khan was quite a different pro
painting him,' said Sir Oswald, *more often than
Miss Blain, would be reading his] !mwbﬁm’
his answers. When he talked, his
range, recallcctions of persce A RN
found knowledge of European history."

The Begum ﬁna.é: was oénlmnd y
she became the possessor also of the p
mother-in-law. She loaned the portraits
Aga Khan to an exhibition of Sir Oswald
in London in May, 1951

The Aga Khan retumed to
had been painted in 1936, but he!




‘of the previous dynfasty, kinsmen nfdm Aga Khan,
| an unhappy record of assassination or abdication. Reza Shal
‘a new dynasty. Previously he had been doorkeeper at

the British Eegation in Teheran. Then he joincd the regiment of
‘Persian Cossacks and began a National Revolution that unseated
hmmsm and brought him:If o the Thronc. Onl

hero, a man of force
and driving powver. 'i'hm came the War.

B0 B h i ceoted e enal oo of judgement
or whether certain ouside sources into \vh\r}l onc had perhaps
‘betcer no inquire, had influen
but, faceually, he turned into mmplcm s il i
‘Bitish Government caused Reza Shak to be deposed and sct
up his son, the present Shah in his plice, but Lady Ali Shih
remained a staunch friend of the present Shah's father until her
death on Sunday, February 7ch, 1935.

‘Her end had all the grandeur of a Wagnerian opera; it was just
like 2 Wagnerian goddess departing for Valhalla.

“When Lady Ali Shah el herself to be dying, she left Bombay
by steamer with a small retinuc. Her objective was Nejah, the
‘sacred burial place of members of the Shiabs. It s customary for
the Shishs to try 1o dic 2s near Nejah as possible.

Tady Ali Shah remained in her cabin as the ship went up the

| Gulf and had to be carried ashore on a stretcher. She

d as far as Baghdad where she stayed with fricnds. It
evident that she could journey no farther.

it happened, the Aga Khan and the Begam were in Egype




MARRIAGE BETWEEN the Apa Khan and his first cousin
ot st long. When a Moslem wie bears
no sons for her )mﬂnnd a divorce is not an unusual sequel to the
‘marriage; <o it was with the first marriages of the present Shah
of Persia and his brother-in-law, King Farouk of Egypt. So it
was with His Highness. the Aga Khan,

A Moslem divorce is a very sicaple matter. All a husband has
0 doiis to repeat three times in frone of witnesses: ‘I renounce this
woman. . . . The simplicity of a Moslem divorce transcends
even that of the dissolution of marriagesin the U.SS.R.

After her divorce the Begum Shahzadin lived in retirement in a
small house in Bombay. She dicd on 18th January, 103

aftcr hes maceiage. She vas in her carly G, T w

happened in Ka her's lonml

w;redmd inBombay. Ali Khan flew to London the follow
A Moslem woman who does 5ot give birth to male children
feels herself disgraced. Shahzadin, chosen by her aunt Lady Ali
Shal to be the bride of her adorcd and only son, was probably no
exception to the rule. She was broughe up in purdah; her husband
would be the first male she ever sw, outside her immediate
- familly. Bt one must be permitted to speculate on what kind of
Jife the Aga Khan swould have had, if the Begom Shahzadin had
‘bomne sons. It must not b forgotten that when the Aga Khan was
married amid such pomp and circamstance at Poona, he had
already cstablished close contact wuh the Western world;
European Courss were apen to him. Kings, Queens and Prime
Minisiers in several lands had lmdl:d hﬁm w::h honours. The
pendulum swong for him from East to West and back again,
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But if the Bcgmn
still wanders what her place i dhe y
her mother-in-law, she

any contact wid: men or women ¢

had persisted with the extremely

it would have bcm very unlikely

been his companion, as his

she might have come out of purdah, but ¥

purdah and then lcave it, never seem

An Indian Moslem Tady brought p

early part of her marriage in pnrzh

pudence of your European women!!

house to tea 35 if they were going sk

0, whether the milk was

English people never take hoiled milk in ¢
Only those with some knowledge of India {

India may perhaps agree the thesis that one

why Britain was forced out of India was

boycott we sought t apply to Indians.

as the Aga Khan or, for that matter, Me.

the portals of places such a5 d:kvyd

Most Freemasonry Lodges in X

Masons as gusts but refused o allo

True, most Indian ?

membership to Europeans, a double

negation of fundamental Masonry.
Maybe when the Aga Khan co

marriage he had in mind an idea




, then
ien wom an. Only Europeans

d lived a ‘!mgnm:mBumbnymmbﬂzdhuxn]L
*ﬂk?vimu relate that she grew so stout that shie had (o have 2
chair constructed for her, and that when, a5 she sometimes
‘did, she drove out from her ltdle house to visit a gymkhana th
‘special chair would be fastencd to her carrige. When she dmd
‘people said “Oh, I thought she died years ago!” And that was the
‘end of the lady whose Arsbian-Nights wedding ar Poona some
thirty-six years previously caused‘such a stir in the world.

‘As has been related, the Aga Khan's scconc wife was an Italian,
a Signorina Theresa Magliano. The marriag: took plice in 1908
and the new Begum became 2 Moslent. Her first child, a boy,

consumption in childhood, Although, as Heir to the
Imamat, he was entitled to be buried in the sazred ity of Kerbela,
swhere the Begum: Shahzadin, incidentally, is buricd, the boy
‘Heir was actually buricd in Monaco.

May 13¢h, 1910, the Beguin Theresa gave birth to.2 second son,
&t Turin, He was given the name of Ali Solormon Khan, the same
whois known to-day in many circles, grave and gay, but mostly
gay, a5 'Prince’ Ali Khan.

Soon a birth of her second son, the Begum showed
signs of euberculosis and was frequendy under treatment for this
disease. In her earlier life she had been connected with the stage
a$ 2 ballerina, but her vndoubted artistic gifts wmed towards
sculpture, On the other hand, it sas probably she who developed
in her husband a keen sense for beauty and appreciation of and
eventully knowledge of Ballet

In his carly youth in India His Highnesss bent wis towards

of which he displayed i knowledge and
interest. Then when motor—cars became popular, he was one of
the firse persoas in India to interest himsclEin them. He presented
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of the race for the Cup,
won the firt prize in an Indian A
wurn and urm about,

Aficr his sccond marriage the A

sprang from his attachment to s second
Marriage to the Aga Khan gave fall

for sculpturc. She accompanied Him to

in that country, smdying Indian plastic are

temples. The Begum Theresa was of a very:

divided her time between her home and hee

Rome, but fearing perhaps that d

Theresa Aga Khan, it might nmmh-

she ook refuge behind her nom d'altier, Hlast
It was a lirde before her death in |

husband began his sensationally

Turf, but she did not share in

a¢ Rajkumar College, India. He
tion from a priest attached w d




m as his
wwictly brought u dmdsd his year
| the French ::‘d Italian Rmtm. six num:lu in

caliest years was busy on Britain's business, acting as a Seerct

ﬁ‘u ther, when she was vell was devored to her art;
hnthf.ﬂm; and mother were devoied to the boy, but spoiling
hirm to their heart's content; yet he was by 1o mcans a precocious
child. On one of her rare visits to London the Begum Theresa
ook her son to the Ritz Hotel for tlie purpose of having his hair
cut. The London Figaro of the day was the already mentioned
Court M. Charles Tepper, Who was sent for to
g0 10 the Riz from neac-by Jermyn Strcet. Mr. Topper describes
the boy Al Khan as being ' very titnid ltcle chap who never let
go of his mother's hand all the ime | s cutting his hair’.

i time came when the Begum became very ill indeed. For
long her health had been poor, and now she entered a Paris
nursing home.

The Aga Khan wene to London. He had in mind the purchasc
of the famous sixy-one carar diamond known as the ‘Golden

hours in London when he received a telegram from Paris saying

that the spor:ulms had decided dhat an urgent operation must be
on the Begum. At once the Aga Khan left for Parisand

che Begum's bedside, The operation was performed and she died.

‘She was buried in Monaco, in the same grave as her first born
son. Theze was a funceal scrvice in the Paris Mosque.

The Aga Khan, 2 widower with  son now aged sixtcen, had
allowed himself to be caught up in asocial whitl, but although he
enjoyed himself very much indeed, he sill had all his muldfarious
duties to perform, the routine and ritual dutics affecting the
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o e
Afica—cverywhere, Mozcaves, ho
owing to bis racing him entendy
and photographs were beconiing
pages of the woeld's newspapers. It
How allthis rmpressed Al,
He went to India to wisit his gra
tion on him as she had done on
Khan admits it now, an appalling lack.
had experienced perhaps too much, the 0
cnough. Money meant nothing to him, mo
to satisfy any whim. He was losing his
Tecprring sharkphsk et A
sports. In appearance he was more
dighter, more slender and svelse than cither
Tt v gl of ams

xanks and stations and
angry indeed. To 2 reporter who:
xhc French Riviera and who showed |



o g oo

&uﬂﬂdmngeﬁ:ﬂ:plmb

e, which is

dire, let their i

* make many bricks with litde straw. Mwmdcwdc&m
WQ--M&,;MW Paradis made several references
typical of the semi-informed paragraphs that

,/ doteed pracially lth: French newspapers. o have money s

> wrote M. de Waleffe, “but the art of knowing how to
make wse of it is better. That art is not lacking in the Aga Khan,
who i 2 King of the Magi from the Orient who came to lay his
homage at the feet of the beautics of Paris. The Aga Khan is 2
god from somewhere in India, near Bombay, an cnormous
god who looks like a kig fish wearing spectacles and who bites

‘with 311 bis teeth ino the cake of Life. He is literally worth his

weight in gold. . . . H is a bon vivewr who appreciates race- P o

Horse 40 pretty wonsen this god who very dealy, from the e
weight againse gold point of view, would be wrong to start Madeoiselli R a bn”“"’l
slimming.” woman; she was—and is—a very:
Writing of the late M. Cornuché, the man who made the Sy forniaiy o 'n-
‘modern Deauville, M. de Waleffe said: 'He knew how to receive seylishly dressed and wore a arge, sa

the great of this earth. He would not reccive the Duke of West- chgageinent fng=THA Ay RGO
minster as he would the Aga Khan, ot vice versa that of an 2fccionate & H‘ -

laughing Like an ogre
wwho smells fresh flesh and stcering his enormous. spectacles
to tike in 2 siren josc emerging from the sea in a clinging

And then the newspapers discovercd the Aga Khas was going
% mary 2 young Frenchwornan from Aix-les-Bains, where he
esedto barve s villa called the Villa Paparika. "The Litcle Chocolize
Gil' the newspapers called his fincle, saying chat she was serving
in an Aix-JesBains sweewshop when he met her, The Aga Khan
was foriously angry about all this, but the Press ignored his
denials and wen on publishing fantasic storics.
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The Aga Khan's son Ali was present at
Izdtl:-w:sldmuoi dark green velvet
2 small band of mink. She wore 3 chocolate

eoloueed toquc. Very.few of the guests resicd chat the nevw
" Begum was paying her husband a very delicace compliment; the
vclﬂnusaﬂ:sx ‘Swedding dress were his racing colours: green with

_m Aga Khan showered gifis on his third wie. He paid for
‘e trouseau swhich cost £64/000. He gave her two pearl nck=
Jaces, likewise a house and estate on Cap d'Amiibes chat cost
£200,000, He donated half a million francs to the poor of Aix-
les-Bains. The bride was asked what she was giving her hus xand s
for a wedding present. Somewhat pathetically she replicd: Ali Khan was now twenty and had
“What could I give him? He is 5o wealthy and I have so litde | the Territorial Battalion of the Wil
sworldly fortune. Iam giving him seyeral books, just to please later Ali Khan was made a
him, as heis a voracious reader.” the Marlborough, and sometime later he |

“There was some mystery as to where the couple d the Athenam. But his gay life
meet, but it was understood. that they had known onc | was money without stine alvways ac
some years'and that she had refuscd his proposal of maniage “right royally’ as the saying is. He becamey in.
several times before she finally accepted him. the owner of a palace in Poons, the Yero

The. Mayor, Henri-Clerc, was a journalist-dramatist on. the a house just off Park Lane, London. In
staff of the Paris moming newspaper L'GEwvre on which father had a furnished villa at Deanville,
Madame Tabouis was the brightest star. M. Henri-Clere was very He not only began to judge horses but h
proud of having pecformed the Aga Khan wedding ceremony bought and sold, them. He made e
and dined out on it for years, in fict until the War, when he, the

with the exception of Madame
Tabouis, who went to Canada, became most cordial collaborators
with the Germans, Henri-Clerc has not been heard from since.

A little more than a year afier the wedding, in August, 1930,
there were rumours of an estrangement between the Aga Khan
and the Begum Andrée. The Aga Khan, truc to form, was at
Deauyille, L2 Grande Semaine, which in English means a fort-
night, was on; there were the races, so the Aga Khan was at

|
|




gl ricn ¢
§ kbmwahmgngiymmmyﬁnwﬁmhe
~ was known affectionarely as the *Black Prince’; also in Paris and
on the Riviera. He Tived at a terrific pace. Then when he was
swenty-three, his step-mother, the Begum Andrée, gave birth to
‘a:s0m who was named Sadraddin. In his carly years he lived with

‘his father and mother in the Villa Jeannc-Andrée on the Boule-
~vard du Cap at Antibes. He had an English nannic with whom he
spent hours on the near-by beach, where he was known to other
‘narmics as e petit Ka-Ka Khhan',for reasons thatwill be appreciated
‘by students of French. He grew up strongand stout and physicall
was quite unlike his half-brother, Ali Solomon. Al as has been
said, was dark and slender, whercas Sadruddin was heavily builk,
ke his father, but he had a very French face, ke his mother. He
was educared in France and Switzerland, just like a French boy.
After the War and the divorce between his mother and father, of
‘wehich we shall write liter, he went to Harvard College to study
cconomics. Before the divorce he accompanicd his father and
nd Jubilec cclebra-

Sadrmddin is a brillisnt scholar. An average of fifty per cent
correcmess in the Entrance Examination papers sccures a pass
for an applicant to enter Harvard, When Sadruddin was only
seventeen he was given a st of Entrance Examination papers
and secured cighty-onc per cent correctness
Soon afier Sadruddin Khan wene to Harvard he changed his
‘name, Wihether the change is to be permanent or whether it s for
college campus purposes only, is not clear, but at Harvard the
‘boy calls himself Jean Balros; the Jean prciunubl)' being the
m-culme of one of his mother's nares, Jean:
6 0 0 (o e Balro) whien he wvent 1o Jndia wss
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glimorous occasions.

ayfir scemed to be "“’W“
bcsm’:f::hg.mnld he, wouldhe:
“Then when he was :wm:yakm
Lorel Guinness was announced:
‘member of the brewing family. m‘&‘
respondent in the case, The wedd k
1936, with the Aga Khan pm
name of Tajudowlah.

In the year following the wedding the A
went to India to attend the Silver Jubilee of e
bad and were received as Moslem people of 1
visited other Moslem countries: Turkey
Fast Africa.

Two sons were bom of this man-gh
named Karim Aga, and the younger ane
They have lived most of their lives in

that they were to be brought up as Moslems. -

In 1938 the qnunm of the title of the
notice. The India Office announeed that
Aga Khan is correctly !

Khan. The question was apparently raise
but the Jockey Club for courtesy’s sake st
to call himself Prince Ali Khan

Indian sycophants go a step f
In one publication they refer to
memam—ColondeM




pmﬁhvnu Su(&rmmymwm galhmry by the American
‘Commander-in-Chief. This decoration was followed Jater by the:
avward of the Croix de Guerre by Genzral de Gaulle.!

In point of fact, the Ali Khan’s war services were quite curious,
Althongh by title a Bricish subject, one presumcs, because at
‘birth his father was a British subject, he prefeered to serve with
the French and not the British Forces. He was given the status of
an officer in the French Forcign Legicn and served as A.D.C. to
Genezal Weygand in Syria. That force was there because the
Allics feared Russia would cnter the War on the side of | Germany
and would attack in the Middlc Easr. Afecr the Fall of France
litdle s known of the whercabou of the Ali Khan, bu he

it was rumoured he was going to marry 2 Scrora
married to an American actor named Orson Wel
§ilm aciress under the name of Rita 1

arope and
rerumed to Hollywood. He followed and rented a house ﬂ;pus\tc
~ hers, but Miss Hayworth said: “We arc just friends.”

Eyentually it was announced that they were 10 be marrid,
the respective divorces having received auention. The Aga Khan
e with reporters who went to make enquirics.

sked what His Highness thought of his daugh
m—l:w £ be. He zeplied: ‘I'm charmed. I know no-one marc
Wﬂdhﬂyhlm. Americin women arc the most charming in
the wodd”

172

ad appeared a litle mysmm

The Aga Khan's marriage to
years. Apart from the onc report
the wedding, ic was believed dhat the
happy as the Begom said they were.
Switzerland that His Highness and the
for ‘reasons of mutual dislike’, anglice |
Now, here on the French Riviera, it
also showing bad temper.

He rented the ﬁhﬂmﬂ villa, the M
the main road from Nice to Cannes, the vi

frequently entertained Mr. Winston Cl
Windsor. There were most undignified
where, and if the Aga Khan disliked ll h
one muse presume e did, e was




- although how he must have hated itall.

There were thousands of words cabled all round. the world
about this fntastic marriage, a ceremony eventually performed
by the Communist Mayor of Vallauris, the home of Pablo
Picasso, a pretey little medizeval (ownlet of not more than about
5,000 inhabitants. It lies just back of the Chatcau de I'Horizon,
‘ot much more than a mile sway. What the inhabitants, gathered
round the thirteenth century chapel, must have thougbt of all this
Juxury is hard to imagine. Afte the ceremony, the feast; with
fountains running champagne, rose petals foating in the swim-
ming pool and jazz bands everywhere. It was cither pure Holly-
wood or imitation Arabian Nights.

Not more than six months afe:r the Ali Khan-Rita Hayworth
wedding the world's Prcss began to take an embarrassing interest
in possible progeny. Directly affer his son's ng
Khan was asked whether he wanted a boy or 2 girl as first <h
‘of his son’s second marriage. He replicd:
upwith boys all the time.”

Some news indulged in flights of fancy and argued
e i, supposing b 05, he
would fn course of time become Aga Khan V.

They need not have troubled. Should Ali Khan eventually
succeed his father, his successor would be one of his two sons by
‘his first wife, the former Mrs. Joan Lorel Guinness. But, the Aga
Khan's wishes were fulfilled. The fisse child of the second
marniage was a girl, born amidst almost as much fanfare as
manunmodﬂmdding

Jt was arranged that the accouchement should take place in
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a girl. I'm fed

poin |
happy father Ali Khan told
premature.”

The Aga Khan was in
brought him the news of the

*Are you glad?" he was asked.

‘Whatever God gives is
diplomatically,

To another inguirer he said: °f have
daughier, Allah has been kind and has.
The baby was given the Moslem
Begum Andrée, the Aga Khan's divorced wife, 3
graphed taking flowers to the American film
calling hersclf Princess Ali Khan.

Very soon now rumours started o float
e United States concerning an.
couple. They weut to East Affica and
Ali Khan came back and had a bad
Then his wife took her baby daughter

that she

wood. Soon it was anng




n ight later the Star newspaper of

hed a portrait of the lady, mxlu-d.n:s(d with the
“Lise Bourdin: Romance with Prince Al

 The accompanying long gossip paragraph sud Ju: was sow in

Buenos Aires and ‘intends to have a wonderful time, looking fo

racehorses to buy and going to the coast for bathing'. The writer

regretted that "Prince Ali Khan did not say whether he would call

on the fabulous Eva Perdn'.

The Ali Khan wasapparently questioncd once more conceming
‘his engagement to Mile. Bourdin, but he said ‘we are just f-iends’.
One wonders whether his father, ifhe saw the newspaper, Jid not
‘consider the alleged remark slightly ominous, but how a gentle-
man stll married can become engaged to another lady vaas not

cd.
Tt is to be repretzed, howcver, that these gossipy para
which one presumes interest a certain public, do but scr
bide an issue chat one day will become a very impor
Highness the Aga Khan is seventy-five years of

patemal grandficher lived to the age of nearly ninc
B oot bng
<pn o ife dould be good, b sl one dy he e will e
be faced. ©
O.Mmzy agree that much of the importance of the Aga Khan
itical igare has vanished, nots0 much because of his age,
but because of Partition in India and the somcwhat clumsy means
used to reach that conclusion. He remains nevertheless a god to
millions of fanatical believers. Agreed they may be ignorant, but
is there, one wonders, of light coming to their
darkness, e importanc that the
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‘many traits of irresponsibility,
publryc cycdocstotsee.

So far he has had very lile
close contact with his father’s
Reformers contacted hin, through an.

‘Mr. Ali Solomon Khan: known
His Highnes the Aga Khin! The ©
to cll attention to the dinger from |

“struck down in the dark by fnatical
your father’.

Alleged particulars are given of o)
aficr chiming that Refor: ~rs have met with
cites. alleged instances such as what is s
November 231d, 1028, when the Hindu Editor ¢
newspaper published in Bombay was st
murderers were given five and seven years
‘ment’. They weze well defendeds

Farlicr, on October 25th of the sime
Karachi three men attacked a Khoja R:g:; {

It may be asked, what could the Ali

‘matters? The answer would indeed be d

It is clear that the Aga Khan's older son
D ent; his second son knows even less, but:

the fulness of time, have to st
r-mh say that the succession must go in

Tine, but it does not follow that the:
go to the older of an Aga Khan's
present Aga Khan su
s0 there was no other possible
writing the choice of a fourth.




hﬁi:wﬂppow:hr.aﬂdmgwngﬂm
ould be the Ali Khan because he, at least, has
‘of the East, whereas the younger bus anore
of che United States; yet maybe, in a changing world,
5 ﬂbﬂpﬂund:mh that this might be an advantage.

twenty years.
Te will be noted perhaps thae His
novelty to offer, apart from a suggestion®
should learn an Asiatic language while
learn 2 European language. It is interesting to
that twenty-one years ago the Aga Khan opined
could not be very much worse d:zndnzyn:tb—ﬁf

But he found reason to/change hi
marched steadily towards a second Wi
Aga Khan dyyelt on the necessity of awe
| peevent it. In May, 1036, while in India:

3 more to this idea of a year-
L che ideas that were not very niew
in 1936. Nevertheless, His

| A London Sunday newspaper
sideczble prominence, and
written” for them. mhome@
at ‘Eton and Camb
Highesatic il




! 'IF 1 WERE DICTATOR . . .

the extraoidinarily wide kiiowledge of world
Aga Kban's broadcast ke display.

I must confess,” said the Aga Khan, ‘that T have enjoyed the
musings which have arisen from my promise to contribute to
e e . oy b i

ver twenty years. These musings have lead to a re-examination
‘of convictions 1 have held from boyhood, and for the most pare
to their confirmation; bix the main pleasurc ‘of this. mental
exercise bas been that of considering the incalculable appor-
wumities for the service of the human race such 2 Dicuatorship
would give. Never in the history of man have there been so many
experiments i the art of government 3 there
never have opinions thercon been so

10 one has the opportunity 1o cx;
The founrains of the great « -ep are bro
restoring calm after storm, with universal accep
been found.

“The responsibility attac
ship would be tremendous. 2
also of humour would be necded lest
possesor. In bearing ir, howe
reflection. Trwould be that, ltho
be made and here and there
decisions might have to be mo e Dictox
R o o buocoan ool e progress—could
make the world sworse than it is to-day. The confusion and une
ermingy of our day, confronts us every time we open our ]
morming paper. “The world is out of joint”, but [ should not
segard it 25 3 “cursed spite” 1o be cilled to “put it right”.

On the contrary, I should glory in an opportunity so unique to

serve humanity.

*One advantage the Dictator has is that things could not be

very amisch wosse than they are now. Politiclly we find the |
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s Highnos in red demino snd white
mak at the Venedan Night
in h Labia Palace, Venice, 1951

d a sense




His Highacss and the Begum entering Deauville Caino, 1950

cantre of modern civi]imimz, I
against itself, bue, if we compare it
that prevailed in the hsz years of the

years of this century, it is aceually worse,
anarchy: no one knows what are the

and the clear-cue policies ofrhc pm-Wa: gxcm;i
The impossible system introduced.
*Allied War Debis” has naduhepuliniu!wufﬁnu ar
one as well, Values of goods depend more than ever
produces and for wliom ey are produced; for if the
part of reparations or
produced with that extzeime
valu ofall production. Centeal Burope and especiilly Ge
lias been wened into 2 vact tereitory where the people are
fed and under-paid 'n order to throw on du vmm
form of reparationt) z00ds which ot with

i 1rnmxhcpum(ofv1ewufummmthﬁnd
Wt b not aught the wild e el ey R

yec very real and all the more dangerous for being
pubhc ate not informed of the various standards of a
sea forces as they were in the pre-War days, b
apparent want of aggressiveness. The very face
goon, less e constantly touched
all the more dangerous; for they are there;
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wor
"‘""*&lennphn!cfmnmmpnnq history that the Great
War opened the floodgates of the troubles from which we scil
suffer So I should deem it my first duty a Dicator to make as
acarly as can
sworld war, and to rectify the acknowledged ertors e!‘the peace
concluded twelve years ago. To this end the demiliwrisation of
the world by the abolition of national armics and navies would be
a first essenial. T know that authority must in the final resort
rest upon force; but the force I would provide would be inter-
nationally owned. For purposes of internal peac: national police
and gendartieric- il ample. Ordinary voluntary forces
could be established for aiding the police on occasions of sudden
mecestity. These might bo earolled and pliced under the local
who would co-operate with the poli
mal need arose through intemal disturbances. b
freedom of air and of the scas, with intemational aerial and naval
to prevent air raids and any retum to the piracy of former

“Thos the real army, the air and sea forces, the striking arm of
the land forces through light cavalry, mobile inf maller
and various other technical improvements would remain
at the disposal only of the super-national govemment, whose
members would represent 1 free choice of all the nadonalitics
that would go to make the Leaguc which would take up the
succession cfmy Dictatorship after the twenry years in which
1 bad organised the nationa] and super-national govemment.
‘My Dictatonship would uphold, rather than break down,
mational o within 2 super-nation] world. Excessive
. be avoided by the maintenance of local
mmm a World Parlisment at Geneva or Lausannc,
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groupings where they
From long and close study.
conclusion that few things a

lingu'stic groups at the dictate-
President Wilson—to scrve the s
competing interests. {
‘A general world-wide recastment
would not be necessary, The New We
for Hmlm in dea America nor 5o

acquisitions along the Alps which, in my vie

Geriman and not Italian. &
“The danger zones are Central Europe,

1 would make of Germany and Austria one.

them such cruly Germanic territory as has:

others. In districts essentially.

Balkans, which have undergone
national groupings as a zesultof

ing, I would have a ?mpeﬂy

all doubrful zones. Where racial

the past 1 would lenlzey:q

In a word, aggressor Sta

the map of Europe i

lines.




i ;hMiﬂdhEaumd Central

ni’mmmcemul Asian regions 1 would
form into States on cultural and racial lines. The present clumsy
‘and ill-assorted provincial groupings in India are the issue of
historical or administative acc'dent, and not of planned design.
They would Lm,,xmn by more homogencous provices bring-
ing together—to. the fullst extent permiticd by inexorable

divided cultures—the Asiatic Ina

Gircomstance—groups of the same linguistic wibe. I have
advocated such remaking of the map of India, and 1 remain
convineed to-day that this policy would provide one of the keys
t an cffective all-India federation. The Arabs are to-d
unjustly treated race. They are under different governments and
different mandatories. I would make a federal but united Arabia
something on the lines of the old Germanic Empire, leavin
hereand there to hereditary prindipalities their intemal auter

but uniting the whole peninsula and its adjacent Arab linds by 1
central federal government at some central place on the lincs of
Washington or Canberra. Japan can retain unimpaired her islind
nationality. In China th:ipl.:lmgumx: affmity and 2 tradition
of centurics of unity; but in view of the course of evens i

day, Tshould be inclined to give large provinces

for contracting out—if they wished 10 do so.

“In Aftica the tendency would be toward tion rather
than,division, For instance, I would make of the Norch-West one
State. Bgypt and the Soudan would be left s at prosent. The
South African Union would be rerained, cxcepting that Natal,
being 50 preponderatingly British, might be given che option to
contract out. In all dhat I have said I have not lost sight of the
‘nceds of the ks civilised peoples, who are to be found in Afiica
in greater measare. than elsewhere, 1 would entrust them for 2
ransitional Emd of from fifteen to twenty years to a general
Jeagoe of all the nations. In Central Africa, for instance, che
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d\m ullmcm: right. By 5

education is brought face to face w
nricty of ways; but, broadly speakin

not lived in the East (as also nine hund

one thousand of his fellow countrymen
Asia) does not know castem culture in a
herefore make bi-culturalism an essential
1 should aim at the ideal of every European
Eascern anguage, and every Asiatic childa
t is scarcely necessary to say that under my Di
sulsory education would be world wide
sy cighteen or twenty years of age.

‘1 should ceruinly give to education a
that which it now has in the public mind.
nclude teaching on health, on the faws
and on art and the lfe of the soul in che wid
aim would be to give the workers 3
their leisure in_ providing opportunities |
and intellecrual pursuits, for delight
manifold forms and, abave all, for
unseen. The effort would be to
channels. Travel, like staff rides in the
23 2 normal part of education.

“Spiritual values would be given



others, as wdluzmnm:&dmgdfwm-
* ‘munion with the obvious soul in the universe around us—these,
 rather than absurd inhibitions and taboos, would be the meaning
“of seligious education. The valuoe and importance for happincrs
‘and contentment, of reflection over the fruits of knowledge, and
the direct reaction to outer nature would be taught to the youn .
The babit o contemplation would be as general during momen:s
of leisare as is to-day the wastage of precious time. There woul |
be full freedom and equality of religious opinion, and ko of
practiceso imlg ssit éid ot entrench upon the rights of others
tive litezature of all countrics, s
Moslem world, would be brought
reach of cach and all. The promotion of the public
‘e sought both by cducation thercon and by the encourag
of physical culture, hiking, sports, and games. The tim
‘money now foolishly wasted by sections of the public in over-
clothing and over-feeding would be replaced by fational dict
‘dress, and the use of golf-courses, tennis-courts, cricket, footba I
and hockey grounds, and other sports for read
provision would be made. In these ways the g
‘encouraged to divere the mind and excrc iy, T
would be no regimentation in the use of amusements, a5 each
individual would be Jefe free to choose his own form of
secreation.
“The Dicttorhip would. recogrise that there is no standing
B policy
t mnnl:ﬂ::h: ends wfpmgr:s As Sir J. J. Thomson showed in
i presidencial address to che Section of Mathematica
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scientific discoverics; while those
and promise by originil
positions where dhey cculd
only in all die inductive sciences, but in
ceonomic studics.

“From all that hias been said it
for man to face danger and adversity o
resources and hard cffort, for preparations
weakened. Peace, 2 higher development
reflective education and more general
goods might, one would think, in the
tions from which progeessors come. But I

M having to combat man, to §
bl inscead of making the
duction of goods; instead of yearsof
to save a little in order to buy a li
repared (for the supernational States that |
P e
all conquests, the greatest of all st
wriumphs will be over the forces of
encouragement of individual effo
that natwre has placed in the
menlity would be gradually




mb-l-ﬁmayan[:vmlvymmu

chan those movw at man's disposal, b “The fict th o
conguest B e e S ot 1 0ods can be pmmamd.
armest areas of the equator, the qualities now wasted in ﬁcprcci:tiouel‘gmkwl'
frasricidal wars would be turmed to the preparation of such On the cont

25 to make it the object ofthe Wo
twenty years Dictatorship came 0 an crid, if not impossible, az of cach consumer {for very little.
least most improbable. varied a quantity of matedals a5 to
*Recent cvents have shown how greit are the reactions of possible for him. He would chus.
economic policy upon the welfare of the world. As Dicaator [ and physical advantages of the
would break down high tariff walls and romote a real freedom door not only by his proper educart
oftade, subject only to the proviso that t1e circumstances of any | of leetures, private but volunsary.
given area of production might make it beneficial for the world cxplanatory serics of visitsto i
(and not merely for the country itsclf) to - y *You will sec that the broad gencral p
tection for the proper development of a gy y- The triff my Dictatorship would be to secure the
for this purpose would be scienfc, and v : 10 break down the animosities and
after expert examination of each chim. The rationaliation of provide scope for both national and
industry and imtensive production would be promoted, not as and to seck to give cach citizen capacity and
making pruﬁz an end in itself, but with » view in the rich heritage which the human face.
tuzal leisure for all. The uncercainty ) merely some portions of it, should receive by!
hold the world in thrall, 50 long as the valuc is depend the teaching, and the sacrifice of past |
cncirely upon the precious metals, would be rc when my twenty years’ Diceatorship was
svarying exchange, whereby both gold and silver tokens and belicve that the better world for which Lh
papes money (based upon the guarantecs of the Dictatorship) s casily ll back into the state of
would balance goods, politica, and economic anarchy which ba
“Pri in the holding of shares would b Kind up till to-day:" g
adﬁl of production and development the State mlg]u
m s ::dumhmm at nominal rates. But debenture
ten ‘handicap enterprise would be
W'xd: freedom of trade lwuul;d mn!n the freedom
and travel which now suffer from so many
postewar rstrictions. Tt would be in accordance with the spirit
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mam:m as would render a retrogiade reaction, after my




EmCTRITANCE

rwcsmw that ane first perceived that the Aga Khan was
&En. of frustration and perhaps irritation against
‘British Government of the day, the Ramsay MacDonald
‘National Government. Outwardly his life showed no sign of any
indecd it was not until some questions were asked in the

House of Commons thar onc rcalised anything was amiss.

On Monday, July 23rd, 1034, Major-Genetal Sir Alfred Knox
asked the Secretary of State for India what rey Iy the government
has given & the notification of the Aga Kban (o the Government
ofIndia ofhis desire to possess an estate in Indi.

Sir Alfred Kinos: ‘s there any other promi
White Paper policy who has asked for an csta

Sir Sammel Hoare: ‘1 do mor sce the rc!

‘mentary question. If it i meant to cast an as 0
motives of the Aga Khan, T am sure that the whole House will
say that i i entirely misplaced.”

The guestions related to temporal power and the Aga Khan,
One gathered that the Aga Khan desired that the British Govern=
ment should gran him some territory in India over which he
«could rule. This request the British Government refused. The
mcwspapers gave the matter linle anenton. It was the year
following the Reichstag Fire and the coming to power of Hitler,
50 even such a picturesque persomage as the Aga Khan could not
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difficul JDb. with a nice combination:
him then the Aga Khan took his problem,
~olain in his own words.
1 hiad not s His Highness for some little
L(\ndun soon after those questions in the House
hearing that the Aga Khan was a che Ritz,

replying to his ritual question: “Tea
soda by yourself? T'asked what lay behind
He answered somewhat bitteelyy ldmugh<
the Britich Government will realise
rendered it.' Then he added: ‘It is not ﬁx
for some sort of temporal power but for my:
at that time, 1934, Was twenty-four. He still

presentiment of the future, Mot nie
furure, but of the way the world

and he wished 1o make his elder:
second son, Sadruddin, was bom
British Government on behalf

that is to say, his reasons f




that the Viceroy
nd had had the request passed to Whitehall,
Wvafs favourable comments. But Whitchall

Was not receptive.

" Te often pleases the Aga Khan to talk in fibles and parables.
His reference to what bis funily bad done encompasscd a very
Jong period. He was, of course, making references to the services
of his grandfather and his own. His father had lived to> short a
‘fime to have rendered any special services to the British Raj, bue
the fist Aga Khan, the ‘Old Man of the Moun:
sometimes called, had rendered services to Sir Cliard
whill the present Aga Khan had most undoubeedly
considerable services both prior to the first War ar
hostilitis. It might appear to many that
altogether vmwarranted, aldhough one conld th
reasans which could be brought out in oppositio

The Aga Rian's suggestion was that he should be

well content with a relasively small estate

‘Abour the time that the matter was brou
i Britain, the French Government was ha
thei mandated territory, Syria. Before
France had bad important cultural, religious and cconomic in-
terests in Syria. Afier the defeac of Turkey, France applied for
and was granted 2 mandate over this Moslem province. But there
weze troubles almost from the beginning of the Mandate, This
was curiows, because in North Africa French Colonial policy
Bad been very successful. It is very possible that the Ialian
Government, deprived of the former Turkish province of
Smyrma, which the Alliss had promised to her, was not entircly
- guiltless conceening the troubles in Syriz. In any case, considerable
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rumours of it a number of
namics, 2y, candidates: S0me
Paris, inviting British suppore for
any support from the French
Govemment would have liked the
ward his name.

The minor princelings whoapplied:
even lived in Paris, but this was noti
magic in the name of the Aga Khan. For years |
principal howme in France, He was married toa
face was pethaps more familiar to che
the face of their own President of the Repul
of great personal wealth and whose pro-}
beyond any doub:
There was, nevertheless, onc great
didnot want to be King of Syria.

The discreet soundings taken by the:
pome very clearly. The whole projeet,



still be sore, for one cannot be

as ma ised, Hlis Highness d day

bi ‘of heares regret not having taken the opportunity that
open to hit ib devel following on the

British Government's refisal in 1034, show perfectly clearly thar

the Aga Khan did not at the time regard this decision as
ing fmal.

It is very probable indeed, mevertheless, that the Aga Khan's
decision not to enternain seriously the French Govemment's
projece did him very much credit. At this time,  point mosc
‘material to his subscquent changes, His Fighness was a Britishe
Indian subject. That ip he prized but would have had to
surrender had he become King of Syria. ¢ i probable that dhis

nage over the
had made for 2

comparatively modest request the Aga ¥

small slice of territory in Sind. Syria, c

wcountry of some 60,000 square miles and
= three

epportunitics to cxercisc the plans he propounded when he
broadcst o the world and prochimed what he would do were
e able 0 be 2 Dictator for 2 period of twenty years. In 1934
His Highness was made a Privy Councillor, an honour to which
‘b s by 10 means imsensible, although some of his friends were
inclined 1o regard it by way of being a consolation prize.
While the world, onwards from 1933, was heading for a dis-
asccous Woar, the Aga Khan was cogitating his own private
‘plans to acquirc temporal power in India. For five years he was
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a whole. The date is important t0
of consid:rable historic imj
wming point in the relations
British Guvernment,

The Aja Khan

heirs the sssured prospect of continuity
ment to the British Crown and loyal
the Crowm in India which was cstab
nearly a century ago”
So far it will be agreed that the M
thesis mentioned earlier, that the Aga X
 Syrian project because of hisats
but developing his ideas, His Highness
comstances may have cansed some
The next section of the M
briefly the importance of his status in In
and Queen Mary visited India




~ POMP WITHOUT CIRCUMSTANCE
ra:d.nu'l since the 1914-18 War and services on the

‘North-West Frontier.

Ti s i Glanse 26'0F the Memorandum that the Ags Kban
rallicd his forces for the artack. ‘It was the intention of the then
Government® (April, 1916) he wrote, ‘that I should enjoy the
immunities and privileges appertaining to the status of 2 Ruling,
Chief of the First Class, including freedom from liability to civil
suits or attendance in the Law Courts; from assessment to Income
Tax and from Custom revenue on goods imported for my

e
Te will be recalled that carlicr in ehis biography it was relared
that the Aga Khian had in 1916 been given the status of a Rul
Chief of the Firsc Class, as a reward for the services b
sendered the British Crown, but so far 2s to the itentions of the
T itish Govenment that raiscd the Aga Khan to this status, e
fga Klan referred the Viceroy to Sir G !
Legal Member of the Coundil of Indis, fo
The Aga Khan ascrted that Sir George ¢
b the intenton of he Vice
ford. ‘But,” added the Aga
over, my services were forg

c rig]
B 1 o b of sl
torritorial sovercigory.”

Ttis curious to find this so-often envied potentate in an entir
new role, that of the forgoten man, but there is no reason to

the genuine bittencss of the Aga Khan's feclings. W

he perhaps unconsciously exaggerated the importance of
sexvices his grandfather and himself rendred is not the point at
all, because he 50 truly belicved—and sill belicves that he had
been wilfly frostratcd.

The next clause makes its meaning perfectly clear, for the Aga
196

e honorary citiemhip of Le Cannet, 1947




feel,

warranted in forming did not o
was a shadow with o substance.

Here once again
had stored up over the years. This then
Samuel Hoare's curt replies in the House
could be no rights to the neway acquired:
Khan did not possess teritorial sights,
bave, in cficct, given him the cxte
secking. A vicious circle if ever there was one.

The Aga Khan, continuing his list of grievand
ncither he nor any ‘responsible person’ had ever p
valid reasn for going back o thc asraten e
and finc-minded a Viceroy as Lord Chelmsford:

for marl) twventy-three years should now be
¢ Khin began to show what was nearcst his

mmp]m. < with 2 dcfinite decision should be
being conceivable that my heirs, if not myself, may|
o anmoyance and atiack: by posibly unfieadly foca gova
ments in the future, by way of penalising the. ¢
House to the British Government £or a centuzy:
not negligible in a country where falsc cvidence
factured only too freely.” by
The meaning of the foregoing statement
Despite the War clouds that were becoming.
the Aga Khan undoubtedly saw that Hi

TAR—T4



3 FANCE
. sh 1914-18 War had had
‘and had forced the Lloyd George

of concessions, so would the

h.ve it repercussions in India and force the Bricich  was referring to |
Mxﬁmnm the day to make other concessions to Indias. Tndia and Tndia alon” was in
, the author of India in Transition, who had made such whether what may be called:
E , was reasonably certain. that his own 10 b, if neccssary, 56
‘drean of a Federated India under the British Crown would ncw or whether they formed @
never matesialise, Therefore, so he rightly or wrongly deduced, feclsthat thi Aga Khan in 1938 did
i€ not he, cernainly whichever of his sons succecded him, would ‘eaily Scveranee! OF Tuiath G
xisk being: penalised because their forebears had stood by the would bave relised thar whtever
British Raj, in his favour, none would have
It may perhaps be thovgh that in this particular instance the a very differen place frcrmtholi AR S
Aga Khan an ovesstatement. By implication it could be 5o many years,
‘deduced that only his family, or his House as he call it, was com- The semainder of the MeriRandartEnam
p!udy and totally loyal o the King-Emperor. Perhaps tht vas Ttis the heart cry ofa disappeinted father
indeed his meaning. his frstborn in the best possble light, but e
‘With the Aga Khan, as has been shown, there is ne that this son Hassievee Gpite ottt RN
-madyl.djuledhlmce betwveen the spiritual and The Aga Khan exphins to Viceroy Linlithgow:
side of life. Nowhere is this point better illustated that in th ‘mere child" in 1916 (be was indeed six years
3938 Memorandum, foc the next clanses deal with the financial
aspects of his appeal.
“On obtaining exemption from Income Tax
wrote, 'l am ready to give an annual contriby
Defence e, the equivalent of my existing liability, so interest in Pghnql and international affairs..
long as 1 remain in the enjoyment of a reasonable approximation when the Aga Khan wrote his 1938 ’
to my Bt s, The cssence,of the marter is that this tha ficeful Octobes, bis som Al v
should be a feee gif, not an cxrraction.’
This was 50 doubk a very shrewd offer from a very shrewd
. man. Reduced to the lowest common multiple it meant: if my
.imu Tax asscssment is not raised and so long as my income
gsm sources is not touched, 1 will go on paying Income dinners’, in fact, he has never been
must cease making demands for it The conclusion of the Men
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was not granted, Al might ‘make his home clsewhere

 This final seatement is pechaps a little obscure; one wonders
uum thrcatis implied. But et one may a5k, whea exactly
Khan make his home in the ‘Islamic world"2

l?nim lmh be has been a rover, and his appearances in his
‘Indian Pabace have been most infrequent. At the age of frey-two
the Ali Khan is 2 man of no fixed address.

Perhaps what the Aga Khan intended to imply was that if his
older son succeeds and remains plin Mr. Ali Solomen Khan,
then he might coe r..mml{mmd, adrift from India and cstablish
the Imamat in somc other country where, say, France and not
Britain had control. As matters have matcrialised in
poinz has become purely academic. Apar from a certzin senti-
‘menakinerest, the whole affair ceased to have importance o the
British Crown. When the sccond Aga Khan appeal met with the
same fate as the first, one can well imagine his chagrin and dis-
appointment, but although he fecls that the British Raj has
‘ehaved badly towards him, he could, one supposes, believe chac
ifithe Ali Khan docs succeed him as Imam, and provided the non-
spiritual side of his life does not become too colourful, a British
‘Govemment would confer the courtesy title of Highness on him,
just as it was confesred on his father, but the Aga Khan xmgln
h well. advised if he persuaded his followers from calling his

w and grandsons by titles to which they
l-snohsli

rejection of bis appeals causcd resencment that has

in ove way. y, the question of citizenship.

‘showed icclfin
 In 3942 the Aga Khan obained German permission to cross

subject.
o i 9.
stated that the Persian
Persian sub_‘ecl—clhu own request.
Tn Paris the Aga Kl an was
statement was correct. The Aga K
but also a Persian susject, why n
nationalitics.”
Onc wonders.




Fb-xmu of such immense wealth 35 the Aga Khan one
‘could say that he leads 3 lie far less ostentatious than many
who have not a tithe of his worldly goods. It is only since the
Last War tha there hus been, a5 we shall Liter sce, a suggestion
of the eraditional life ofan Oricntal potentate connected with his
mode of living, The consensus of the opinions of millionsires is
thata steam yacht represcrts the acme of extravagance and is the
most expensive hobb- known to men of wealth, Stch was the
opinion of the late $. £ Joel, the late Jefferson D. C: ind others
who experimented ard gave up yachting. Lord Beaverbrool:
twice chartered yachts . at ncver owned one outright. A former
acquaintance of the Aga Khn, the lat Khedive of Egypr,
owned a yacht which was nsually to be found in harbour,
bat the ex-Khedive could well afford this luxury.

Warata time when it appeared as if the Germans m

the whole of France, as they did eventually, the L

the bte Mr. Phillips Oppenheimer and the

Thyssen asked the ex-Khedive o lot them cha

they were all staying in Canncs. The ex-Khediv

then offered to buy the yacht outrigh, but the ex-Khe

eestly: ' don'c need money. The British Government pays me
£539.000 a year, Income Tax free.” One wonders what sor of
deal che Aga Khan would have put through—if he had owned

a

‘Bt the Aga Khan, who 10 doubt could afford the lusury of
yachts, has never indolged such a fancy. In point of fact, his
e if any, are not known. His racing he rightly
regards a5 & good investment. His running of his oncopmn.
controlled Welfare State is carvied out on strictly busincss lines,
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nes, thou
and for his friends, is by no

Apart from the renting
very special oceasions, His
commitment. It has been his
farnished villa at Deaville for
in India, but they being rarely o
While he was :ywiﬂnvstr, ‘between th
sccond wife and his marriage i
2 simple enough villa at Gimiez on the
lived in somewhat sybaric style, bue
ostentatious.

Even when one lunched alonc with him 8
simple, perfectly chosen and served by a m
she had just stepped off the stage of 1
comedy: filly lace cap and apron, short bl
sillen stockings. ~

One sat at a long refectory table. The A;
side, his guest or guests opposite him.
table would be tall gold vases in which
roses. On the table, at the right hand
Jictle plastic memo pad on which the m
course was presented, the host ment
something for which the guest did not

- the Aga Khan would say: "Would you
Khan y

The guest assenting,

of the Caliph, and say to the nuaid:
berries.” No matter if it were
seconds would bring a box of
omenal appearance

the Aga Khan s himself.




B o 1 v e wiidowe became hisband
again, there was 2 macked change in bis wway of iving: it became
‘more]

 Fhe first house he owned following his third marriage, was 2 be knew well enough hat caddies 50
sills named Jeanne-Andsée, tac name of his wife. It is on the lef for a rich player, arrange with anothe
hand side of the Boulevard du Cap d'Antibes, @ few minutes near a hidden hole, deopa ball i
from Eden Roc Hotel. This was not a large house but a very confederate shous “Forc’, and then
comforeable one. The girden was beautifl, "We are completely When at first the Aga Khan vas told
happy here,’said the Begum ane day, ‘my husband | but rare stroke he would not enrely
is s private inquest on the matter, 1o see
secomplished the coup was verily his, He
indeed it was, so then, as Duncin relates, ¢l
pasticr, would be suaying there with her hush I galore and reward for the hones: caddy,
wwas 2 celative of the Aga Khaa's late wife, the I |
meet Mr. R. C. Dawson, who had for:
Aga Khan's horses in England, Mesk were 2l

At wable the Ags
the same time he would have his eyes

‘Bart of the morning would be taken up with Miss Blain and his
mail. Then hie woeld be driven over cither o the golf course ar
Mougins, which at one time he practically owned, or to Man-
delien, just outside of Canncs. Here he cither played slone or
‘with 2 profesional, always sriving to improve his handicap of
swelve with an eyc to winning an Open Championship.
At golf as in Lfe gencrally, the Aga Khan is inclined to be a
licdle suspicious, he knows quite well shat people have a knack
\ ofisaying and doing things 1o and for gentlemen of wealth which

|
|
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After lunch, one would sic in the
coffee. The Aga Khan would perhaps
declared to be genuine ‘pre-War' Gl
liquear, He always swanted
whatever the popular i
gammon, mah jong or canasta,




start work again with his secretas
. Fﬂsﬁﬁu&‘d ‘and one most varied aspects of his exciting hf:
years before the second Wo the Aga Khan purchased
3 house in Paris, in the Ruc Scheffer, off the Avenuc Henri
‘Martin, where he spent not mor than a few months cach year.
“His way of life did not change. Not far away, in the Rue de la
*Faisanderie, the Duke and Duchess of Windsor rented a furnished
bu for two years. They spent large sums of money on struc-
tural altcrations and had furnishings which belonged to the
Duke when he lived in England sent across to Paris. The
Windsors had a staf of sixtcen servants, incloding two private
secretaries, one for the Duke and one for the Duchess. The
‘Windsors never spent more than three monchs 3 year in their
house.

In the Rue Scheffer the Aga Khan, ©
Oriental potentate, was content with a domes

‘him say: ‘Tean't understand you Europeass, dancing
In the East we hire women to do that for us.” Often \\l\m in
Paris and when able to make his way about with greater ease
dhan he does to-day, be would take aftemoon tea, what the
French all le fire o'clock, at a well-known tea shop in the Rue
When a lictle younger, Ali Khan wsed to accompany
s farher and eat 28 héarty 1 tea 2 any English schoolboy. But
s facher could alorays keep pace with him, because, like most
“Oriental, he adores sweer cakes and, indecd, sweetmeats of
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Privy Couucillor, lmgrma
1,500 botles of

{2,000, Yetif one told Him—as
a bistro on the Quai des Erars |
most magnificent bouillabaise, &
the dari ed tablecloths covera.

e will a5 like as not be&uné

His Fi hmhnnop\mhmg,.m
Iate Lord Northeliffe, for example. When
suwend 2 banquet, he had 2 meal at home
cat, s0 t the banquet he could sit toying.
guncd the repuration of being a poor
Khan is the very opposite. He will go any
lieves the food o be good, and the public:
hizm in the least. For all he cares, i El
He likes people and he particularly likes
if over-indulgent father, and a nice, kind
should never mistake: o
or abroad. Anyone who ever tried Lo
has zegretted i



i RSATION wiTH the Aga Khan in the years im-
A rnediately prior to the last War there was nothing to indicate
sentiments were undergoing; any change. Not by any
‘outward sign cither did he show that ¢ h:d discarded the martial
‘ardour he displayed on the outbreak of the Bocr War and of the
3914-18 W when he expressed his vish 10 g0 o the Froncas an
‘with the Indian Field Arabulance section to whom
e addressed his wish. The man who had said he would shed his
“last drop of blood for the British En pirc’ had increased in gisth
and age but his intelligent questioning of those who he thought
ave inside information concer “ng the suspected sinister
intentions of Messrs. Hitler, Stalin ana Mussolini gave not tf
slightest indication that the firebrand of those earlier years had
becomea Pacifist at almost any price.
Bur His Highness's concept of Hitler's probable military
strategy proved eventually to be the correct one. In the closing
wecks 6f 1936, with those who belicved thar Hirler w

ingly opposed his conception:
::mdm-srov.ku then Poland. It was while he

wras talking thus in Europe that in India yer another personal

attack was being made on him by the !polnm_m of lhl: Khoja

. Reform Party, Karim Goolaral.

M. Goolamali printed another Open Letter in Karachi, dus

time addressed to His Excellency Sir Lancelot Graham, K.

: B s o provie wherss o g

~ Khan had sought territory). The Letter is dated March 3155,

Community consists
writer, impoverished ¢

Salamat-Datt..” which is the

known as a god. Mr, Goolamali
descent from the Prophet.

chiim is merely based on e

history.” The writer says that

are all a scrics of contrivaces

Aga Khan and to keep his followers
spiricual bondage to him. “These

by the spiritual head, as more S
raising funds ean be devised

himself a genius in chis respect.

*Many murders and murderous assaults
“on Khoja reformers have been tried by’
India) bur although mtfmmh
with the extreme penalty, yet the person
e s \:x?:ngh( tobook.

“One would wish the public probed

Phi coa bt
Referring to another means of raising |

Welfire Stte, something known as Va
z. Goolamali writes: ‘All those who:

to varios g
As usual with him, the Aga Ki
atack which mmdmuﬂyu:m! ©




It wwas in Deteber, 1037, that Britain was a little stardled 1o
read that the Aga Khan had been travelling in Nazi Gerinany and
that it had feund much favour in his eycs. In Beclin he spent an
‘hour or so with Dr. Goebels to whom he expressed interest in
what he bad secn in Germany Later, the Aga Khan remarked
*nowhere in Sermany did I sec a hungry man." His Highness, of
‘course, was among a number of well-knowi people such as the
Duke and Duchess of Windsor, the late Lady Snowdon and the
late Lord Rothermere, all of whom found praise for Adolf
Hitler; the De'-c and Duchess were particularly graciously
clined and th= ke told 2 Paris lunrlmcn p arty
a very intellipent look in his
the Duke anc Duchess waieng oo e 1 o
them at Berchy

To Berchtesgaden went the Aga Khan for an au
tumed out more comic than serious.
conversation. tuned to horse-racing, and p

Bitlr: How much would I have to.pay for one of your
sllions?

Aga Khan: About £30,000.

Hiler, jumping up in surprisc: Wisar |

Hitler: Would you sk focy of my moor-car for one of

Wl would o with forty motor-cars? Do you
0 0pen a showroom in Piccadilly?

chaptee. On the other hand, i
Hiler's character is to be regarded

who makes claims to m.mmw.

compare His Highness's sammiing up.

ieh his summing up of Hifler, S
s cerinly 3 gresc man. Then, 1y ye
very great man.

The Aga Khan is one of the v
heit A A aun{mlcuvatgi ¢
able to draw thelr own conclisions 28 £0 3
‘greater’. One knows tliat the Kaiser thaing
would be useful to him, but, as martess

ot yet ripe, but he c:rnmly made sure of
amose aefl convert t0 bis parcculr brand of
shall sce.
Back in Berlin the Aga Khan was
in 2 private room decorated
photograph of this :vmrwuyub]lﬂtea
2 lsle painful surprise. The Aga Khan
that the decorations were
especially for the meeting.
mecting might have been held
May’




proverbial steaws in the wind and it

wpdup only to be cxpected that sooner or later the Aga Khan
mail his coleurs to a mast of a ship flying a diffcrent flag

mdnq.dupxﬁxnn:od his colours in 1899 and 1914

Came October, :938; came Munich; came the Aga Khan as

an enthusiastic Musichencer.

October 20th, 1038, The Times published. one of its fimous

“tumn over” articles cntitled:

FEACE OR TRUCE
A& LOOK INTO THE FUTU
“THE BASIS FOR WORLD SECURITY
BY FLHL THE AGA KHAN.

‘Peace: prevails, the article opencd, ‘thanks
of the Prime Minister and thosc who loyally su
the Cabinct and the country. What about th

The fiture, as scen by His Highness at that tme,
of rosy promise. He opined that world peace could
on an Anglo-French Alliance that would place the
cither country at the disposal of the other in the cvent of an un-
provoked attack. His Highncss, somewhat surprisingly for a man
R oty wisite | Gerrany, cuivcly passed oveethe
face thar Anglo-French resources were o match for Germany's
armed forers. ‘Onc hears', wrote the Aga Khan, ‘two opinions
swhether or not Germany and her Chancellor can be trusted to
keep the peace. The question of trust is ircelevant. The late

‘Rothermere, who shared the Aga Khan's enthusiasm for
e7, 4id not share His Highnesss opinion as to irrclovancy.

a2

resources of

It is likewise inconczivable that 2 man yﬂn‘
unique contacts could have been so
considercd judgement, so much so that
one is practically forced to the conclusion:
alled "wichul dinking cassed the Aga]
tomnod,

After Poland, the Aga'Khan i
Lorminc, the Channel pore and the former €
satisfied
colonies, His Highness wrote: “Weall
ask for colonies. But can she usc
them? To conquer and keep

glnd and France o




; mmmw\xo&ndﬂmnﬂ

mghﬁ&mmmﬁlwwhnh:mm& 2 few practical
AR A “the glorious victory for peac~ with i Bl el
won by the Prime Ministct [ac Munich] degencrating oPserubig Ml
imoawee. with His Majesty’s Gove
" There should be a treaty of non-aggression between Germany myself have placed all our
20d Franee on ene side, and Great Briain and Germany on the diposl

other. *Furthermore, a complete understanding with Tuly in It is possible that the Viceroy
respect of Mediteirancan. intercsts and safeguarding her com- o pechaps he did not reply to i, but
‘monications with ber African Empire unlikely. At al cvent, as we have seen,
“This would nattrally be followed by qualitacive and quar Territotial Officer in a British regiment,
. tive dismrmament, murually agreed, and guaraniees of one Erench officer in Syria, while his father sp

‘another’s frontiers and colonies.” Switzeeland.,

When this long article came into The Times office and bad In point of fact, his movements caused s
been read by the zentleman who was Editor at that time, he little confirsion

umed to Sir Fn.n.P Brown and said, *What a wisc old bird the

When France fell the Aga Khan man

Aga Kian is". But it should be remembered that in 1038 the travelling from Anibes. The Begum and his
editorial policy of The Times and the opinion of the Aga Khan | wiith ‘i T Eele =5
‘coincided perfectly. But a mental inquesc held on His Highness's | Hlighucsts abiivis i s:v:. ali "?’a il
Munich aticle clearly reveals a strong bias in favour of the | imposed the condition that he st abs

‘Berlin-Rome Axis. The Aga Khan, of course, was by no means any political activity:
alonc in his support of Hitler and Mussolini, but onc wonders Soon after the Germans cotered Paris,
“whether when War came, cleven months after the publication | to circulate in London, where it-was pul
‘ofhis axticle, he felt more disillusioned than most? was in Paris fraternising with the

The outbresk of War found His Highness living ar Antibes in hi i
‘and writing to Sir Frank Brown in London complaining of hard In 1940 the Aga Khan did go o
times and of how the War was upsctting his arrangements, He however, and quite_mysteriously
complained, t0o, bitterly, that he Was unable to cbtain money Europe and once again reached.
from India or Egypt. He added that in all probability he would lnd was by then a mm.l
e leaving for India. On the outbreak of War His Highness had
this message ‘o my brothers in India and other British
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seported
‘I'will never set foor on any
ied territory. The only way to get me there would
iy

the Aga Khan did not disclose, howesey, was that some
gﬂmsly. in February, 1941, he had indeed ‘set foor
 on German-oecupied temitory. The Germans, for reacons no
 doubtbest known to themselycs, gave His Highness permission to
mmm across German occupied France into un-oeeupied France,

visit his cstateat Antibes and to return to Switzerland.
P Highness was a very sad man; the man whose Jightest
wish and whim had becn law was now just an outcast on the
suany shoves of the Mediterranean. Winter on the French Riviera
was always charming, but it can be very cold indeed when the
sun gocs down, but in normal times there was plenty of f
‘pleaty of food; in this winter of His Highness's discontet there
was ncithr food nox fucl. He went to his villa on Cap d' Antibes
where there was an elderly couple, caretkers, and his major
‘domo, his brocher-in-aw, Signor Magliano, brother of lis dead
Iralian wife, Even the non-Fascist Italians were very belligerent
now that the brave Italians had stabbed France in the back. There
Was 80 beat in the villa. The Aga Khan wanted heat, but his
‘Brother-in-law said ‘no’, so the multimillionaire et his Jusurious
willa and went to stay at the humble Hotel Josse where his secre-

Tiﬂ-tvm nothing to eat except poor rations and what could
‘e procured in black market restaurants.
The Aga Khan went to Nice and found written across the

pavements in big white letters

DEATH TO CHURCHILL!
He went to Cannes, thar licde fishing village that Lord
216

Switzerland from France.
tary Miss Blin used to lodge in those fr-off fabulous days of i

ruary, 1941, when H

it had xlm:d the ite of Lord
smithercens by some of our fo

The Aga Khan thoughe he i
Mougins, that fmous ‘Millionaires’
closed. His Highness ordered the
have it opened, but the Colonel had odh
was planning to escape to England, and e
Golf Club remaincd closcd, to the chagess
However, the journey had 2 certain sen
some litle time later zeached a sadisaceory

pared with the Riviera was 2 land of plenity.
Four months later, November, 1042, 2

paper reported that the Begum arid her son

by the police at Annemasse wihile

Begum, then news of his fourth
Ly 2 Mademosele e




: iﬁ&mgﬁmsﬂ 'My‘ﬁ:h- .lmﬂ
e na
Concerning

humamon master,”

My amlnnon s to meet a nice young man who
 me.' Her Highness's only defeasince was over the matter
offhet Prince Charming who most cerainly adores

s un-oubtedly the prettiest of all his four wives e hher
. Europear p rs was sent to a finishing school by
husband; B o cicaion having been cbiained ata Couinl

The heuse where the couple live now, at Le Cannct, outside
Cannes vras being bl for her before her marriage. The name
i lky is the Aga Khan's pet nan:

He alled it ‘objective writing'. Some years

‘previons to those exploits, Mr, Grand had been to India at the
of the Aga Khan. But His Highness was always secking
for India. When the late Dr. Voronoff was at the

‘his fame, the Aga Khan sent him to India, not to per-
gland operations on Indians, but to seck to restore

uscful activity to clderly Indian rams.

India paid by the Begum.
well have been pleasing to the Aga Kha
mu![}uvc been tickled by the last
in his life.

The list begins in 1885 when on Aug
leadership of the Ismailis. Tt passes by
conferred on him; it records his

In the last chapter one read how in
a brief visit to wartime Canes and saw how
were behaving to their once honoured
spoliation of the memory of the man who
five years later, here he was again, not o
sunshine, but with anew house, 3 ew:

It is pechaps not surprising thata “pen
title" such 55 the Aga Khan should aceept
perhaps without the discernment 1
Iess exalted personages. A notble:
acceptance of honours occurred
ferring of the honorary ci
The present Shah of
confer a high Persian Order




years previowsly, in 1900, the Sultan of
mﬁuﬁ the Order of the Brilliant Star on the
this projected Persian honour was something very

' As has been related, the fither of the present Shah was
. commanee who became known as Reza Shah. He scized :1\:
Tharone and unseated the reiging Shah, who came of a
long linc of Persian Royalty, an ancicnt dynasty. Not only that:
. the dethroned Shah was actually a cousin of His Highness the
‘Aga Khan, It must have required moral courage and supreme
disregard for public opinion to have accepted 2 national honour
from the sc . o{r.h: ‘man who had dethroned his cousin.
n 1051 His Highness was asked to put forward
for the Rectoship of a Scottish University. He a
racing packnce ‘ran 2 bad sccond” to a Mr. James Edwa
% %

Auempts bave been made in this book to illustrate ¢
iy, of the Aga Kban as exemplified in the many
oihislugm There was for many yea
between

s movements cannot help but

,, pn.i thar, with the approach of the third quarter of 3 century
. ofthis lifz, he appears to have decided to opt for the West while
a5 much as possible the memories of the ancicnt splen=
ﬁ:.&n.nmoould thercfore, have been nothing more

s assuming, even subconsciously, the

o ‘E cdaph of Canncs, the man who simply by clapping his
can summon genics to do his bidding, to conjure up such

must bave made Aladdin's eyes open wide when he

the contents of the Magic Cave, But before relating

Aga
lsl\gh( mbbing .,mp magic
Khan suffered

uou!:'le it malignant
distress was caused to his family b
that he was suffering from cancer
Teports.
In July, 1947, thic Aga Khan und
able 3 liecle later to go to Zanzibar ¢
“Then in October of the same year e had
to be suffering ‘from a serious intemal
aperated on in the American Hospial at P
he had another relapse and there ‘was
February, 1049, and again in Otaber,
parc of 1953'the ga Kiaa vl ite S
1ll with 2 heart attack and had to retum to E
mediately. His son the Ali Khan flew out to India o
his father, His visit was planned to Jast a month.
he days.
The Ali Khan, while in Bombay, received
futher's behalf amounting to approximately L3¢
The Ali Khan, mhuzemm,wuuinmhlr
Specialsts flown in from Switserland said

grew a beard and allowed his
doctors told him that in futuze he
He commented: ‘If one wishes to
never cat eggs in restaurants!"




"&Wmenmndzbm: his mlrl in Normand
SctsiAkbeng
m'ﬂwhnm personal reasons had decided to cease her
'His Highness, she could not turn a deaf ear to the
woﬁu former chief, so although there were no normal
means uﬂnmpnmn Nomux-dy, Miss Blain, who speaks French
ucndly, by enterprisc and decermination, rding a bicycle and
obining lifts on haycarts, managed to reach the stud and.
arrange matters as well as they could be asranged. Then, when
‘the AgaKhan lay dying in Switzerland in 1949, there was just one
e wanted to see, to put his affairs in order: Miss Blain.
“All scats on all planes flying from London to Switzerland were
‘booked. The Ali Khan and the Begum were with the dying man,
50 at the Aga Khan's wish, his son Ali charcred a Swiss planc and
in it fiew to London to fewch Miss Blain and fly back with her.
Miss Blin, who bas known al three of the Aga Khan's Eoropean
wives, has known the Ali Khan since he was twelve, Now she is
‘one of the trustees of his two sons by his first wie, the former
Ms Guiness, with whom she is on the same terms of warm
ip asshe iswith the Aga Khan's divorced wife, the former
Paris dressmaker. Perhaps her presence in Lausannc brought
Id‘mﬂm-?nnﬂm ‘pre-War life; at any rate, when she saw he
was dying she said the only way o save s lfe was to tske him
‘wpintothe mountains, This was donie and he did recover,

pabpncc unjusty, “The Man
we been dis-
g but a.s residuc, which is the truth,
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Khan, had spokm rauch about
the Begum had no wish to kill big game.
wished to do could and would be done »
difficult to persuadc her husband, ;
e
~vacation from Harvard and was staying.
Cannet. He would o along, too, witha &y
mother and, of coarse, the ‘Caliph of Can
chastered from Britain and ordezed to fly to
the Aga Khan and ks party, On. board the plane.

Six chickens;

Two tuckey:

An 8 Ib. salm

Tuwelve tins of asparagus;

Five Ibs. of smoked salmon.

At Marseilles a purchase was made of:

Caviare;

Foie gras;

Champagne;

Rose Water.

The party was to ﬂy to Nairobi where ¢
previous year been made a Moslem, when het
on her the name of Om Habibeh,
Beloved",

‘At Nairobi the Aga Khan, who-
sonal doctor and a nurse, found




B champagne ard pinsfines, there were three hundred

i- SEf it anh canuied wepetables. Fiesh bread, fish, butter and

$ were flown in daily from Ariesla, some two bundred miles

It was a great pity, thercforc, that afier ten days, the trip

wwhich had cost several hundreds of chousands of pmmds was
shadoned Bi:l'ﬁghnm had fallen sick again.

‘Sometimes these scenes of Oriental splendour and magnificence

hﬂ to be interrupted for visits abroad. In October, 1949, the

Aga Khan was in Landon and was the central figurc in a most

mysterions and intriguing scc ~.
The tea lounge of the Ritz Horel in Piccadilly was fiucd up
for 2 Moslem xeligious cecmony in which the Aga Khan took

the stranger,
ad on at least
 previous occasion sough to take part in 2 cezemony to which

s IPP“EIIy, no right,
It weas in the summer of the same year when the London scene
- oceurred that the Aga Khan and the Begum were the victims of 2
il style: hold-up robbery within 2 very short dis-
‘tance of their villa “Yakymour', The Aga Khan and his wife
“and & maid were driving off to the airport when masked men
with gans held - the car and stole £43,000 worth of jewels
“the Begum had with her. Her 'Caliph' husband replaced
kdmﬂ. with 2. wave of his hand, but not before there
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a ]:g and becorne 3 msng

ball, but both participants had

previous night, 50 the match was

been played.
T was perhaps an indirect resul

star that caused the Aga Khan'smame tob

with the film industey, Te was reported dha h

<o invest two-and-a-half million

film concem bt 50 detals ever became
el

Although enjoying himself and making
25 well as keeping a close eye on his racing in
Ireland and France, religious dutes call
Princess Fatima of Persia married M,
California, at the Persian Legation in Patis, ¢
there to atzend the Moslem: i Then
he makes appeals for rcligious
to Moslems and Christians he made
said; I reaffim [his previous appeal had
my belcfthat sam md. dmsuam:y
in mutual respes 1y opinion
willing, and Ch-uu.ms ke
touch of the Caliph is never far away,

In December, 1947, one of the
Ismail Suleiman, statcd in Damaseos
pared to ‘buy Palestine for L3om
and would present the country

Naturally, 2 fock of reporters.

B2




‘pechaps ple
the Ags Khan an and docs make wonderful
the spirit moves him. When the Queen married,

wedding present to her was a filly bred at his
in Ircland; a filly named Astraken, by Tarkestan, out of

In Joly, 1945, one of his wainers in England, Harry Wragg,
bid 14,000 guincs at his patron's behest for a yearling which
the Aga Khan presented to his wic,

motive once again cntered the Aga Khan's life wher
it was annonnced that he had given permission for a film to be
made, featuring his religious hrc It was s:ud that Mr, Michael
Petree was o write the scnp(

d
ehat His Highncss was to loan 2 herd of clephants, i m.;_]\ what
2 berd of elephants was doing in the Aga Khan's

explained.

Mr. Michael Perree informed me that when he heard of u,(
plan he flew to Cannes at his own expensc to sce the Aga
ouly &0 find that be was in Paris. So he flow to Pars, where the
Aga refused 1o sec him. ‘Quite nghdy Mr. Petree commented,
“because no contract had been si

When the Aga Kban retumed 1o Eump: in 1957, after attend-
ing the Shals wedding in Teheran, it was announced that he
‘28 the Ali Khan would be visiting London. They were cxpected
atd:nn,whm their suites were s usual decked with red roses

gad azleas, but they never came. The visic was cancelled at the

kmmdmnplmnmwm

‘Thas year, 1951, was the year that the 'ch.p). of Cannes'

a golf caddy at Cannes.

Marie Giraldo usgd o mny
Mougins golf links,
perbazs ok e e
finds n Provence and perhaps more
betwcen Nice and the Ttalian frontics.
well-ichaved girl who scldom talked,
girls a5 well as boys, she picked up qui
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His Highness gave her a little house anda
She 1> longer carrics clubs, She lives in
father and mother. Sometimes sl 3
links where she uscd to work as a caddy and.
alone.

Another glimpse of the Caliph of Cannes
February, 1952, when the Aga Khan purch
& Antibes for his son Sadruddin who 3 now.
Harvard undergraduate with a villa on.
house, with 1 large garden and private b
discance of his mother’s willa, Jeanne:

Verging on his seventy-sixth year,

e no doutbe prefes. He has 2 new

Fleer, when i puts into r-mgn J
years very interested in animals

is now intercsted in a bluc Persian
he gave o his wife. Canncs,




intcrnational Socicty, 50 the
give partes. The Duke and Duchess
mm»mmw that
ganiscr, aze often guests when they are on

sill freguents Cannes Casino, but his gambling
he began this New Year badly, however, losing
i e dhan Balfan-hour He s of couse, two con
: the proverb sbout being unlucky at gambling and
lucky in love; mm that when he tosses a jeton on the green
baize ble, he can safely say to himself; ‘There's plenty more
where tht one came from.”

Venetian Carnival given in traditional
millionaire, a party to end all

that the police thought there
they had no trouble ar
acclaimed a5 they disembarked &om their
guest to arrive came in a wheeled chair,
and a white satin mask covered his face. Tt
Aga Khan

His Princess arrived 2 ltdle later, in'a m
and covered in jewels, but it was Prince Ch
Cinderella who at midnight lefe che' ball™
as he was wheeled away to his hotel:
uncil davn.’

It is not unfitting that onc shoi
Khan amidst such splendour as was to
night in September, 1951, whm the
brought back to him the g

must have thoughe of the Euroy

i



hethier those who stood for hours outside

 Prince in his wheeled chair. His course looked

as i it were ncarly run, and yet, most likely none knew

chat in lhhnﬂmd:nckya:dcgnm&omh:s followers in

 Karachi invitiag him to be weighed on November 2nd, 1953,
againss plarinem, in honour of bisseveary-ixth birthday|

* Among the many gifis of this Magi is one which cnables him

%o relcbrate a birthday whenever his followers choosc. Tt s under-

stood that some of his followers wanted to give him 2 birthday in

Jamuary, 1951, boc His Highnes replied that he did not feel kea

In mary ways the Aga Khan modemised bis Wester i, but
particalar he appears to cling closely o the very old-
fashioned English plan of taking the waters ‘afier the
alfier the excitements of the Camaval de Venise, His Highness muk
himsclf to Evian, on the French side of Lake Lem:
look across the Take to Geneva, the scene of o many of

The coastline of Switzerland must have brou;
sweetmemories of the past. Up at the top end of
Laussnne, where so many webs of Oriental int

In many of these intrigues His u;

Switzerland has been the locarion of so many other scencs in
His Highnese's life. His prescnt marriage was celebrared there—
‘and e was divorced there; the bresking-up of what scemed 2

onion.

Gertsin friends of the fumily believe that there never would
Jave been a ivoree if the Aga Khan bad not chosen to live in
Switzerland during the War. All bis life he has been an exceed-
gy active man, menally and physically sctive. Warime
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His Highness had reason to 5
statement mna:m'ng Swiss |
the American lady once said that
beautifl but duib.

In Evian the Aga Khan made
spending his Evian evenings
recordings. ‘Hencaforth,” he

But when His Highness went upstairs toh
Lake Leman and saw the lights of Geneva, he
of his son Al, for somewhere in
the halF-Englith prandsons of his‘crwa. e
thoughts too, of Ali's second marrizge. Some
Khan begged Rita Hayworth ok e Eol
" said, ‘there is no nicer. persan, bat M
any woman bappy”
But she would not listen, Those whos
be interested to leam the terins ofthe




| for the boy's furure; but in his inncrmost
s movw realises that primanily the fault s his and

Now, at forty-two, the Ali Khan is a very charming

of the Western World.

His Higlness thinks of his second son, Sadruddin, he
st feel 2s he has every right o fecl, a very proud father. The
oy was broughe up mosdly by his French mother, but his father
has always been vary fond of him, although it was evidnt that
‘e nover competec. with his half-brother for his fither's afectin.

Back on the Riviera in his villa at Le Cannet, surrounded by
palim twees, mimosa and roscs, which nothing but the most
‘balmy of breezes ¢t disturbs, the Aga Khan must spend many
Touss thinking abuw: the past and wridng witcy but caustic

sder wh

he

and whethe he asks himself it really matters who succeeds him,
bue although 2 god to many of his followers, the Aga Khan is no
doubt 2 god with human feclings. No man is likely to condemn
imselFas an outedated. personage and for that reason 10 be con-
sidered useless, The point is nevertheless of impor to millio
because of the One Man Welfare State the Aga Kian Jc\chvrmi
Without him—or his lke—it would collapse. Whatever one’s

arc of the Aga Khan, onc must concede that he is
smique and if he had not cxiscd it would have been quite im-
‘possible to invent him.

1 che Aga Khan bad been able to bring up his older son to
follow dlosely in his footseps, there might not have been any
£eae dhat there would be a great drop in receipts of monics, bur,

‘mattess being as they are, it i only to be expected tha the sum
at"kuﬂ'. Pence’ il shrink visibly afier the demise of
present Aga. Khan, Doubtless, the more fanatical followers
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the side of Education; everyw]
has during the course of his life
pounds to spread it. ’i'hm were

g againsc
did they know the condiionsofthe Hae
Consider Bombay. In Bombay the Aga

it better than Bombayj; in most
Egypt, far vworse. Never in the lifetime of the A
will conditions be better.
Sitting in his garden mnumphemg the. p.mm!
o draw on expericnce to cope with
the Aga Khan must have certain
= another student of foreign affirs, he will

Tomndii years ago he played a le
the traitorous and at

break with Britain, Across the.




worked heart and soul (annum “True, when the
%m of Indian independence arose, the Aga Khan supported
India’s claim, but he fl::;-s added that lndu should [‘rl:m:\m
‘within the framework of the British Empire. We have scen, too,
‘how hard His Hightcss worked for Bitain during the 191418
War and again with regard to Turkey in 1922. There were from
time to time troubles in Egypt, but never did one hear one word
‘of comment unfavourable to Briiin from the Aga Khan. If
during those times he supported Modlem Nationalism, he was
mute about it.

Unloss one i mistaken, a change of heart began to be manifest
around 1933. Obviously he belicved that Britzin was ungratefu
but he behaved with very great dignity. He could has
far moze vocal but he registered his protest in the correct c
Unfortunately for His Highness his protests and appeals were
rejected. There may be people who believe that from that time
the Aga Khan acted with less dignity and with less wisd i
shrewdnessthan he wsually displayed, On the other hand, it must
e remembered dm the majority of the men in Britain and India
‘with whom be had been not only familiar but on terms of the

of well received advice had passed on. To the minds of

some,incloding his bmgmyhu the Aga Khan appeared like some

‘mystic apparition stranded on a shore and regarding with sur-
el the receding tide.

\ Like many 2 lesser man, the Aga Khan has heard the ratling

F skeletons in his fimily cupboard. Sometimes his detractors,

Pasty, have sought to bring ou those skeletons
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I should 1k to give youa
Khan. "He is onc of the kecper
Vi e e e s AN
Good afternoon.”
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